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ABSTRACT 
Market reform lauded in 1980s transformed China institutionally and culturally. 
Market played a significant role in facilitating individualism in China. As proposed 
in this research, individualism is not just a set of liberal ideas, but it is a social 
institution as well. The two sides of market, labour market and consumer market both 
promote institutionalized individualism. Institutionally, labour market requires 
individual as a basic unit of action and demands for individual mobility and flexibly. 
Besides, the establishment of consumer market empowers individual independency 
by replacing the state's role in providing goods and services. Culturally, labour 
market endorses the pursuit of self-interest and self-aspiration, while consumer 
market highly promotes the expression of individuality and values the liberating 
spirit. This research will be conducted under this framework of institutionalized 
individualism. 
Modernization, market and individualism are inseparable phenomena in western 
civilization. However, the case of China is different because the cultural tradition of 
China, Confucianism, never asserts individualism. Although individualism was once 
imported in China, it had never been a dominating idea. Thus, this research will 
argue that China will formulate a distinctive cultural form under the dynamic process 
of market values and traditional values. 
A group of university students in Sun-Yat Sen University who choose to live off 
campus will be the subject matter of this research. This group of students are 
assumed to be the pioneers of their generation as their act of moving out reflect their 
sense of individualism at the behavioral level. By exploring how market influences 
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their mentality in different aspects of life (community, work, love, family and 
politics), this research attempts to investigate their cultural orientation. 
Single-minded individualism and dynamic individualism are proposed as the cultural 
forms of my subject matter. These two ideal types characterize the mentality of the 
students under the dynamic process of market and traditional values. Understanding 
their cultural orientation not only contributes to the discussion on Chinese modernity, 
it also provides an important clue to the interpretation of the life situation in current 
China. The last but not the least, these findings can serve as a reference for the future 
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1.1 From “Human! Human!，，to “Shanghai Baby，， 
My interest in studying individualism in China was first aroused by reading two 
fictions. The first one is “Human! Human!”! and the other is “Shanghai Baby，，�. As 
literatures, both of them reflect to a certain extent the distinctive characteristic and 
the concerns of their decades. These two books reveal two totally different 
life-situations of their times. The background of “Human! Human!” was about the 
era after Cultural Revolution. The book wrote about the painful struggle of the main 
characters between the commitment for the collective and individual freedom. 
“Human! Human!,, demonstrated the writer's deep reflection between humanism and 
collectivism. “Shanghai Baby,, was published in 2000, it aroused public attention and 
discussion immediately after its publication. Some appreciated while some criticized 
the liberating spirit that the book promoted. Although the book was forbidden by the 
state, it could not stop the liberating call in the new era. The book illustrated the 
mentality of the 'new human' under modernization. This group of people articulate a 
new and ‘modern，lifestyle while individualism is the core value among them. In 
sum, these two books spot out the value change, from suppression of self to the 
liberation of individual; from collectivism to individualism in two different decades, 
in which modernization is the crucial factor that leads to the change. 
Value change is a result of the institutional transformation of society and 
modernization is the institutional rearrangement of society. Peter Berger points out 
that as a value system, individualism is the core element of the western modernity 
1 The author of “Human Human" is Dai Houying (戴厚英）who is a famous Chinese author. 
2 The author of “Shanghai Baby” is Wei Hui (衛慧）who is a young female author in Shanghai. 
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(Berger 1988: 6). The introduction of market is regarded as one of the dimensions in 
facilitating individualism in the western societies during modernization. Market 
promotes individualism culturally and institutionally. At the cultural level, it 
promotes individual freedom, autonomy and individuality which are the core values 
of liberalism. As a social institution, it requires individual as a basic unit of action in 
the market. Individual mobility and flexibility are required by the labour market. 
Market also strengthens the independency of individual by providing good and 
services in the market. It also promotes individuality through consumption. Thus, the 
two sides of market, labour market and commodity market both facilitate the 
individualization force. Institutionalized individualism can be used to characterize 
the life situations in late-modernity. It describes the individualization process from 
the cultural level to the institutional level. Individualization is no longer a liberal idea, 
but is a life situation which is supported by institutions, such as market, which a 
modern man is now facing (Beck 2002). Market reform launched in Deng period was 
regarded as the significant institutional change which challenged the traditional 
values and had a great impact on the value system in contemporary China. 
Individualization force has landed in China together with the emergence of market. 
So, the questions follow the institutional rearrangement are: will China follow the 
same route with that of the western societies and exhibit the same form of 
individualism as a result? Will China have its own form of value system under the 
individualization force? These questions are the basic concerns of this research. 
Numerous studies and surveys have revealed the value changes in China. 
However very few of them focus their discussion on individualism and give a 
systematic analysis on how market influences the value system. Also, few of them 
put traditional values into account for the formulation of current value system 
(Walder 1986, Wang 1998, Pye 1996 and Davis 2000 etc). The cultural tradition of 
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China, i.e. Confucianism never appreciates individualism. Rather, it always poses a 
negative meaning of it and labels it as selfishness, disorder etc. So, market reform 
which has brought about institutionalized individualism in China, would inevitably 
encounter conflict with the traditional values. Because of the distinct origination of 
cultural tradition, China will formulate its specific type of individualism under the 
pressure of market, which is different from the western civilization. It is argued that 
the formation of cultural form of contemporary China is a dynamic process between 
market values and traditional values. This research will put market values and 
traditional values face to face in discussion, to see the form of value system which is 
produced through the interaction between market and traditional values. 
Thus, this paper attempts to put individualism directly in agenda. The motive of 
this research is to figure out the form of individualism embodied by a group of 
university students, through illustrating the tension between market values and 
traditional values. Qualitative research will be applied. In this study, interviews will 
be conducted with a group of university students of Sun Yat-Sen University in 
Guangzhou. This group of student have a common practice. They choose to live in a 
nearby community instead of living in dormitory for the purpose of searching 
autonomy, personal space and freedom. They arouse my interest because their act of 
moving out reflects the liberating spirit in their mind. They exhibit an individualistic 
sense at the behaviour level which is significant for my study. This group of students 
is assumed as pioneers among their generation in terms of their open-mindedness. 
Choosing this group of students as the subject matter of the research is significant in 
the following dimensions. First of all, understanding their mentality of life helps to 
illustrate how market influences their value system and how they perceive the market 
economy. Among the population, this group of students are highly influenced by 
market as active consumers and labour force in both commodity market and labour 
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market. The act of moving out to Xia Du also reveals their individualistic orientation. 
Their choices best illustrate the tension between market values and traditional values 
since their liberating spirit would encounter conflicts directly with traditional values. 
Thus, exploring their ways to deal with the tensions between market values and 
traditional values can also help to figure out the extent of market values and 
traditional values in their value system and as a result, the distinct form of 
individualism will be found out. The value system of this group of people can serve 
as a reference for the study of development in other parts of China, when market is 
further developed. In addition, this research can help to find out whether traditional 
values can still persist in this individualized world and serve as a cure for the 
loneliness in the highly differentiated world. Furthermore, the study can offer an 
insight in understanding the role of traditional values in preventing the emergence of 
extreme individualism and maintaining the social order of the society. 
1.2 Overview of the Research 
This dissertation will be divided into eight chapters. The first chapter is the 
introduction. The second chapter is literature review. Since individualism is a 
western concept, discourses on individualism in western intellectual will be reviewed. 
A sociological account of individualism will be presented too. After a discussion on 
the relationship between individualism and modernization in western civilization, I 
will proceed to the subject of individualism in Chinese context. 
In the third chapter, research question and the design will be presented. The 
research question will be raised in the framework of institutionalized individualism 
and traditional values. The significance of the research and the case will be discussed 
in this chapter as well. 
In order to have a general picture of my study, background information of 
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Guangzhou, the community {Xia Du Village) and the youth study in current China 
will be illustrated in chapter four. It helps to position the study and the case under the 
marketized social setting. 
Chapter five will discuss the students' mentality in public life. The reason of 
moving off campus, and their community life is significant in providing a clue to 
understand their mentality in public world. Students maintain minimal interactions 
with the community members, while their interaction are mainly functional. No 
sentiment and commitment toward the community can be found, even their interests 
were threaten, they responded in a passive way. Apart from the life of community, 
the attitudes toward politics will be analyzed to see how students define the 
relationship between individual and the state. It is found that students share a subject 
political culture, which is one of the political cultures described by Almond and 
Verba (1963). In public domain, students are individualistic in the sense that they put 
individual as their standing point for all considerations. 
The following chapter contains the perception of their private life. The attitude 
toward work will be investigated to demonstrate their mentality toward marketization. 
The way students adopted to deal with the tension between market 
values(self-interest) and traditional values (loyalty) manifest the different values of 
the students. Thus, two ideal types, single-minded individualism and dynamic 
individualism can be formulated to characterize the cultural orientation of these two 
types of students. It is assumed that students will encounter more conflicts between 
traditional values and market values in the private sphere. The ways they tackle with 
the dilemma between self-aspiration and love; individual space and love reflect their 
cultural orientation. Thus, the illustration of these struggles will throw light on the 
role of market in shaping the value system of the students. It also helps to define the 
role of traditional values and family in nowadays. 
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Chapter seven will further examine the features of these ideal types. It involves 
a discussion of the general life situation of the students in which the pressure and the 
feeling of the loneliness will be examined. Besides, their mentality toward money 
and the commodity market will be illustrated in this chapter. The data suggests that 
two types of students have different attitudes toward consumption. However, the 
traditional values of simplicity and equalitarianism are still kept at the public level. 
The last but not the least, is the concluding chapter. This chapter attempts to 
figure out the elements of individualism this group of students present. It will also 
summarize the characteristics of the specific forms of individualism appeared in this 
group of students when facing the struggle between traditional values and market 
values. The implication and the contribution of the research will be discussed too. 




2.1 Individualism as a Cultural Complex 
Individualism is a social thought based on liberalism which originated at the 
enlightenment era. Liberalism exhibits a strong liberating spirit by celebrating 
rationality, freedom, and development. Following this liberating call, individualism 
glorifies the value and the autonomy of the individual. Colin Morris in his 
“Discovery of the IndividuaF defines the meaning of individualism as “the sense of a 
clear distinction between my being and that of other people. The significance of this 
experience is greatly increased by our belief in the value of human beings 
themselves" (Morris 1972: 3). But for Tocqueville, individualism means the 
withdrawal of individual from public sphere, isolating himself from others 
(Tocqueville 1988: 305-8). Steven Lukes provides a systematic account by dividing 
individualism into four unit-ideas. The basic ideas are: the dignity of man, autonomy, 
privacy, and self-development. Liberty and equality are the central value of the ideas. 
The dignity of man manifests the idea of equality, while autonomy, privacy and 
self-development represent the liberty value (Lukes 1973). 
Individualism is an abstract and complicated concept which has different 
dimensions and can be used in various ways. The expression of individualism can be 
positive or negative for different scholars. Some liberal individualists celebrate 
individualism together with capitalism and liberal democracy, and view them as the 
“final stage of human progress in a spontaneously cohesive society of equal 
individual rights, limited government, laissez-faire, natural justice and equal 
opportunity, and individual freedom, moral development and dignity" (Lukes 1973: 
26). Other intellectuals, on the contrary, relate individualism with "disorder, atheism, 
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egoism' (Lukes 1973: 7) etc. The discourse of individualism varies over contexts 
and times. 
2.1.1 Types of Individualism 
Individualism can be viewed from different dimensions. Different types of 
individualism can be generated as a result. They include: political individualism, the 
classical liberalism which assumes individual as an independent and rational being 
(citizen). The authority of government should thus be based on the consent of these 
citizens. Economic/market individualism, the belief of economics liberty that values 
the free market in labour and commodities. Ethical individualism believes that the 
nature of morality or the ethical norm lies on individual conscience. Epistemological 
individualism focuses on the nature of knowledge and regards individual as the 
knowing subject toward reality. Romantic Individualism emphasizes individuality, 
self-development and self-realization of individual (Shanahan 1992; 90-95). 
Utilitarian individualism, stresses the pursuit of self-interest of the individual. This 
term may have negative meaning for some scholars, referring to the "selfishness" and 
the "isolated" individual, consequent to the disintegration of society (Bellah 1985: 
284). Sociological individualism examines the liberation of the social role of the self 
and the tendency of individual's withdrawal from public to private sphere (Birnbaum 
and Leca 1990: 2). In sum, individualism is a value system, which is used to 
characterize or legitimatize institutions and social behavior. 
2.1.2 The Discourse of Individualism 
As a cultural complex, individualism is a multi-dimensional concept which can 
manifest in different forms. So, it is not surprising to learn from the literature that the 
discourse of individualism changes overtime. Abercrombie and his colleagues in 
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“Sovereign Individuals of Capitalism,, spot the change in attitude toward 
individualism. They observe “it is normally held that classical individualism in the 
liberal tradition was essentially optimistic and positive as a critique of existing 
traditions and a celebration of the freedom of the economic individual in market 
place However, in the second half of the nineteenth century, there was a gradual 
change in the constitution of liberal individualism, a change that heralded a more 
pessimistic view of the future of individual. In Utilitarianism, J.S. Mill modifies 
Bentham's moral theory, to show that self-interest as a criterion could not provide an 
adequate understanding of moral actions” (Abercrombie 1986: 143-144). Weber is 
pessimistic about the development of capitalism and individualism. He views that 
"both capitalism and individualism may be seen as features of a more significant 
social process, namely the rationalization of culture. Rationalization include 
standardization which makes rational measurement and assessment possible, and 
intellectualization, whereby the whole of life is subordinated to rational, scientific 
inquiry. Rationalization also included secularization which lessened the importance 
of church. Rationalization is thus a bundle of changes, which together makes life 
subject to calculation. Rationalization was two-edged. On the one hand, it has 
de-mystified the world, allowing the individual to emerge from the thrall of 
collectivist conceptions. On the other hand, individuals are dominated by the 
products of rationalization. The growth of prediction and calculation tended to 
conflict with the moral principle, also the moral autonomy of the individual. Thus, 
Weber is essentially pessimistic and argues the paradox that, although capitalism had 
called forth individualism, it would also destroy it". Simmel shares the same 
pessimism with Weber as they both argue that the capitalist rationalization 
undermines the autonomy of the individual will by subordinating people to 
bureaucratic regulation. Individual becomes a mere cog in the iron cage of 
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capitalism(p. 16-28). As a result, the modern society is facing a new anxiety and 
uncertainty about the fiature of liberal culture and of the autonomous individual. 
In fact, Robert Bellah in “Habits of the Heart,, points out that the moral crisis 
American now facing is the shifting of biblical individualism and republican 
individualism to the modern (i.e. excessive) individualism. Utilitarianism and 
expressive individualism are the consequence of the market which glorifies 
rationality and self-interest. The calculations of individual self-interests and the 
emphasis on self-realization process are the central norms of the society. As a result, 
individuals were separated and isolated from their community. The sense of 
loneliness captures the heart of the American. Bellah then warns that individualism 
will go to such extreme that it will harm the autonomy and freedom of individual at 
the end and this is the major moral crisis in nowadays American society (Bellah 1985: 
284). 
The emergence of extreme individualism arouses the alarm of the western 
intellectuals. They worry that too much emphasis on individual rights and interests 
will finally lead to the disorder of the society. They criticize liberalism and 
individualism and promote Communitarianism. Contrary to the liberal tradition, 
Communitarianism believes individual right can only be protected by community 
through civil participation ( Shi 1998 :100). 
2.2 Individualism as a Social Institution 
It is important to note that individualism is essentially sociological. It is the 
structural transformation of society that gives birth to modern individualism. Thus, it 
is not just a set of ideas or beliefs, but is an ideology that is structured in everyday 
life and helps to define the meaning of the social existence. So, we can say that 
individualism is the cultural capital in the modern (western) societies that supports 
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and nurtures the modern institutions. Thus, individualism, as Durkheim claims, is the 
social institution in modern societies. This institution is support by humanity which 
is the secular religion in the modern era. Humanity promotes the values of individual 
being and as a result, the cult of individual in general sense became the supreme 
doctrine in the modern society. Thus, the value of individualism (the cult of 
individual in general sense) is insitutionalized in every domain of life, becoming the 
ideology of social interaction in society. Therefore, as a social institution, 
individualism serves as a guiding principle constraining individual's behaviors. 
However, Durkheim worries that the cult of individual will go to extreme and 
weaken the solidarity of the society. As a result, it will ultimately harm the social 
order of a society. So, Durkheim proposes “Moral individualism" and treats it as a 
cure for the highly differentiated society. Moral individualism is a social institution 
based on common values (humanity) of the people. “Moral individualism" helps to 
bind individuals together and constraints their behaviours so that social order can be 
maintained (Durkheim 1969). 
2.2.1 Parsons : Institutionalized individualism 
However, one must not simply conclude that modernization and the 'cult of 
individual' as a consequence are a secularization thesis, which refers to the 
separation of religion and social life, individuals and God. Modernization has 
brought about the liberation of individual rights and autonomy from the scared 
religious sphere. However, Parson disagrees the secularization thesis. He regards that 
modernization is the differentiation of cultural system to social system. The Christian 
values (ethics) are institutionalized in the secular society through the differentiation 
process at different phases. Parsons in his essay “Christianity and Modern Industrial 
� Society” shows how the Judaic-Christian tradition ultimately contributes to the 
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emergence of individualism. Base on the framework of his system theory, Parsons 
concerns how the church and the sacred became institutionally differentiated from 
society to profane. In this essay, he shows that individual consciousness becomes 
more emphasized and liberated through different stages of Christianity. 
The Medieval Phase 
First of all, Parsons distinguishes Christian and Judaism. Christian community 
is not a community bound together by blood and descent, but it is a community in 
which solidarity is based on common faith. The most distinctive difference between 
Christianity and Judaism was that Christianity believed salvation of individual by 
individual soul, while the primary religious concern of Judaism was the fate of 
Jewish community as a whole as they believed that God's chosen people. In this 
sense, Christianity has a stronger sense of individualism. Religious individualism 
generated by Christianity resulted in the increase in individual consciousness. In 
spite of this, Christianity on the other side had a collective orientation that was the 
Christian Church. The church was regarded as the social collectivity on earth. The 
theoretical significance of the church according to Parsons was that "the conception 
of the church which underlay the nature of the ethical conception of Christianity and 
was the basis form which the moral influence of Christianity could operate on secular 
society". Thus in theoretical term, "the conception of the church constitutes the 
Christianity as a religious system (cultural system) from the conception of a "people" 
as a social system” (Parsons 1963: 40). The medieval church became the powerful 
social organization which had great influences on secular society. The church had 
developed its own structures and constructed a set of highly rationalized and codified 
bodies of norms. It implies that the church not only differentiated internally, but also 
affected the external world i.e. the secular society. The whole populations were 
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subject to the church's jurisdiction (through the influence on the laity by the secular 
clergy, also by the strict tutelage of the practice of sacraments)(p. 48). Through this, 
Christian values were institutionalized in the secular society. 
As Parsons points out, “though, religiously speaking, this [Christianity] was a 
radically individualistic doctrine, it was not an anarchistic, but what we have come to 
call an "institutionalized individualism" (p. 40). Since the Christian values were 
institutionalized in the secular society, Christian values become the norms and the 
guides of individual action. 
The Reformation Phase 
Reformation phase can be stated as the religion "enfranchisement" of the 
individual since he began to stand in direct relation to God. Church was no longer the 
mediator of salvation. Luther made the individual become a "religiously autonomous 
entity, responsible for his own religious concerns, not only in the sense of accepting 
the administrations and discipline of the church but also through making his won 
fundamental religious commitments”(p.50). The Protestantism provided a religious 
framework which guaranteed the protection for individual right, and at the same time, 
demanded individual responsibility in return. Theoretically, this stage is a further 
differentiation within the Christian framework. 
The Reformation phase, argued by Parsons is not mainly the progress of 
secularization, but is one of "the institutionalization of the religious responsibility of 
the individual through the relinquishment of tutelary authority by a "parental" 
church" (p. 58). 
The Denominational Phase 
"Denominational pluralism" can be regarded as a further extension of the same 
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basic line of institutionalization of the Christian ethics. There is also a further 
differentiation between religious and secular spheres, as religion has become largely 
a private matter in which the individual associates with the group of his own choice. 
Individual as a mature entity can choose "what to believe, and with whom to 
associate himself in the organizational expression and reinforcement of his 
commitments"(p.62). Individual is endowed with full responsible autonomy in 
denominational phase. 
To conclude, Parsons views that American individualism is the final outcome 
and expression of the Christian tradition which emphasizes the religious individual. 
Instead of conflicting with modernity which the secularization thesis promoted, the 
culture foundation of western societies that is Christianity in general sense is 
intimately related with individualism. This culture foundation also contributes to the 
consolidation of individualism in the modern societies. In this sense, modern society 
can be characterized as institutionalized individualism. Through the 
institutionalization process, individualism in the modern period is not merely a belief 
system at the cultural level, but it also manifests at an institutional level. 
2.2.2 Individualization and Institutionalized Individualism 
Institutionalized individualism is the on-going process in modernity. The 
development of modernity further individualizes the social situation. This is Ulrich 
Beck's "individualization thesis". He points out that we are now facing a new 
modernity. It is a transformation within modernity in which people are set free 
from the social forms of industrial society — class, stratification, family, gender status 
of men and women. This is what Beck calls individualization. Different from the 
bourgeoisie individualism in the eighteenth and nineteenth century which individual 
was released from the domination of the feudal structure, the new modernity can be 
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regarded as a 'second liberation'. Individualization is the force of the transformation 
from simple modernity to advanced modernity. The increase in standard of living and 
dependence on education as well as the intensification of mobility, competition and 
the juridification of labour relations generate a new form of interactions and social 
relationship. Under this new modernity or the reflexive modernity, individual is 
further free from existing social structures, likes class, family, neighborhood, etc. 
Individual, no matter he is willing or not, is forced to act on his own. Individualism is 
not just a belief system, but it is a social institution that emphasizes individual action 
and mobility. In this respect, the institutional settings of the society require individual 
as the basic unit of action. However, this does not imply a free decision of individual 
that liberalism proposed, but it is a social condition that binds people to the process 
of individualization. Under this condition, individuals have to take an active role to 
adapt to the situations of labour market, the education system, the welfare state and 
so on (Beck 2002). 
2.2.3 Market and Institutionalized Individualism 
Market is a good example to illustrate the institutionalization of individualism. 
Market itself has its own rationale with its ideology rooted in liberalism. Market 
stresses the ideas of free market, and glorifies rationality, efficiency and the 
maximization of individual profit. Market has a liberating dimension as it delivers 
freedom and choices to individuals and guarantees the equal opportunity and footing 
inside the market transaction. Market and individualism are the twin products of 
liberalism, in which market always facilitates individualism at the cultural and 
institutional levels. Culturally, it helps to promote market individualism by stressing 
the pursuit of self-interest and promoting individuality and self-development. 
Institutionally, it requires individual as an active member inside the market 
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transaction. Thus, as a social institution, market serves as an 'individualized force' 
toward the social situations. Beck never stops telling the strength of market as a 
'motor' of individualization while this force becomes even more powerful in 
late-modernity with the wake of globalization. Because of the intensification of 
competition in global market, labour market in new modernity for example, requires 
individual mobility and flexibility (willingness to move). The social situation each 
person is now facing is what Beck calls "individualized institutional situations". 
Individualism is no longer an issue of value orientation, instead, it is the life 
situations which are structured and supported by institutions. In these situations, 
individual is further free from class, traditional ties and family. 
Beck regards that the reflexive modernity has its disenchantment dimension. It 
results in the loss of traditional security with respect to practical knowledge, faith 
and guiding norms. The breakdown of family and social class make individual 
himself become the production unit in the lifeworld. However, one should not jump 
to the conclusion so quickly that individual is now gaining "full autonomy" in the 
late modernity as a result of the further liberation of the individuals from traditional 
values and family ties etc. Rather, there is a re-embedding dimension in late 
modernity in which a new form of social commitment is required. The new mode of 
reintegration and control occurs in accord with the individualized life situations. 
Beck argues that the re-embedding dimension exhibits an inherent contradiction 
in the individualization process. Instead of "disembedding" individual from 
constraints, the individualization process in the advanced modernity would make the 
individual "autonomization" increasing impossible. The expectation that the 
individual would gain full autonomy through the process of individualization is 
actually a myth. The truth is that individual is embedded in the institutional settings 
in the late-modemity. According to Beck, "Individual is indeed removed from 
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traditional commitments and support relationships [such as family ties], but 
exchanges them for the constraints for existence in the labour market and as a 
consumer, with the standardizations and controls they contain. The place of 
traditional ties and social forms (social class, nuclear family) is taken by secondary 
agencies and institutions, which stamp the biography of the individual and make that 
person dependent upon fashions, social policy, economic cycles and markets, 
contrary to the image of individual control which establishes itself in 
consciousness"(Beck 1992: 131). New dependencies are required by the 'liberated 
individual' that makes 'individual autonomous private existence' even less than 
before (Beck 1992:127-137). In this way, individualization means market 
dependency in all dimensions of living and individualization thus means precisely 
institutionalization. The re-embedding dimension implies that individual is 
embedded in the institutions, no matter he is willing or not. In order to be successful 
in the market, individual is required to participate and make quick decisions and 
immediate responses to the change in the institutional settings. He has to adapt 
himself to the changes in the institutional environments. Beck draws the same line 
with Parsons and considers this social setting as 'institutionalized individualism'. But 
the manifestation forms of individualism are different. Using Beck's words, “ it 
means that in modern life the individual is confronted on many levels with the 
following challenge: you may and you must lead your own independent life, outside 
the old bonds of family, tribe, religion, origin and class; and you must do this within 
the new guidelines and rules which the state, the job market, the bureaucracy etc. lay 
down." (Beck 2002: 11-12). The form of this institutionalized individualism is of 
course different from Parson's analysis. Unlike Parson, institutionalized 
individualism in the second modernity is not a 'linear self- reproducing system' 
� which presupposed an equilibrium inside the system, rather, it is a non-linear system. 
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Individualization is thus a “paradox of an 'individualizing structure’ as a non-linear, 
open-ended, highly ambivalent, ongoing process" (Beck 2002: xxii). Uncertainty and 
insecurity are the consequences of this open-ended system. In sum, life in 
reflexive-modernity is just like playing a "musical chairs of various sizes and styles 
as well as of changing numbers and positions, forcing men and women to be 
constantly on the move and promising no rest and no satisfaction on 'arrival', no 
comfort on reaching the destination where one can disarm, relax and stop worrying. 
There is no ‘re-embeddedment’ prospect at the end of the road taken by (now 
chronically) disembedded individuals (Lash 2002: xvi). Thus, individualization is 
simply means "disembedding without reembedding". (Beck 2002: xxii) 
However, Beck attempts to show from his study that individualism does not 
finally breed a me-first society. He wants to argue that there is a tendency toward an 
ethic of 'altruistic individualism', that is ‘anyone who wants to live a life of his own 
must also be socially sensitive to a very high degree. ’ People have to co-operate and 
negotiate with others. For example, the division of labour in workplace or in family 
is not a 'natural matter, but needs to be negotiated and justified. Co-operative 
individualism becomes the new form of social relationship in reflexive modernity 
(Beck 2002: xxiii). 
Remarks 
Beck's individualization provides an insight of new-modernity. In this sense, 
individualism is far beyond the understanding of liberal tradition. It is a social 
institution that characterizes the social situations in the reflexive modernity. 
Although the manifestation forms of individualism are different at different periods 
of modernization, it is no doubt that modern society, no matter in which periods, is 
individualistic in nature. The cultural tradition and the market(as a institution) both 
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glorify individualism. At the cultural level, it provides a foundation and the backbone 
for the development of individualism while the market serves as a catalyst to 
facilitate it. However, the formulation of individualism is never a static process, 
rather, the different manifestation of individualism is the result of the dynamic 
between cultural tradition and market. To conclude, individualism today is the 
consequence of this dynamic process. 
2.3 Individualism in Chinese Society 
The examination of the individualism in Chinese society requires a careful 
consideration because the concept of 'individual' and 'society' are 'problematic' in 
Chinese context. King examines the relationship between the individual and the 
group of Chinese culture under the context of Confucianism. Confiicians never see 
the individual man as an isolated entity; man is defined as a social being. Since 
family is the most important social structure in Chinese society, there is no 
recognition of the independent existence of the individual; the individual is 
submerged into the familistic ethics. To use Parson's term, China is a "familistic" 
society (King 1985: 58). Regarding the status of the individual in the family, C.K 
Yang's analysis finds that self cultivation, the basic theme of Confucian ethics 
tradition, did not seek a solution to social conflict in defining, limiting, and 
guaranteeing the rights and interests of the individual or in the balance of power and 
interests between individuals. Rather, it sought the solution from the self-sacrifice of 
the individual for the preservation of the group (King 1985: 59). Individual had to be 
socially and structurally located in the family and the family, not the individual, is 
continually regarded as a the most important unit in a society. Liang Sou-Ming 
claims, "the greatest shortcoming of Chinese culture is that the individual can never 
be discovered,,(Liang 1963: 260). 
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Although the Chinese family as the predominant social unit has a structural 
force which requires the individual to be subordinated under family, it does not 
simply imply that there is no concept of the "self in Chinese culture. King points out 
that a structural analysis of Chinese behavior especially Chinese family behavior 
would tend to produce an over-Confucianized view of Chinese society. 
Over-Confucianized means that "individual's action is consciously or unconsciously 
interpreted as the result of a complete internalization of Confucian norms and values. 
The fiindamental weakness of the structural conception of Chinese society lies in its 
failure to recognize that the individuals who comprise the society have selves" (King 
1985: 60). Fei Hsiao-tung further examines the relationship between self and group 
in Chinese society. He argues that the boundary between self and group is relative 
and ambiguous. The role relations are differentiated according to the degree of 
intimacy between the two parties. Self is positioned at the center while the boundary 
of the group depends upon the individual's definition. Fei called this egoism (自我主 
義)which emphasizes the relativity and elasticity of the network. The boundary of 
the network can extend according to the needs of situation (Fei 1986: 22-29). 
Liang comes to the conclusion that Chinese society is neither individual-based 
(個人本位）nor society-based (/社會本位)，but relation-based (關係本位).Under this 
relational context, the individual's relations with others are neither independent nor 
dependent but interdependent. The self is an active entity capable of defining the 
roles for himself and others and identifying the boundaries of groups of which the 
self is at the center (Liang 1963: 94). 
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2.4 China in Transition 
2.4.1 The Value Change in China 
The development of modern China can be characterized as the struggle between 
Confucianism, liberalism and socialism. As a western product, liberalism was 
welcome by the Chinese intellectuals when it first imported in China. They treated it 
as a panacea to their country. However, the ideas of liberalism to glorify individual 
freedom were misinterpreted as a glorification of the collective freedom. Yan Fu(嚴 
復）and Liang Qichao(梁啓超)，the key figure at that period thought that the main 
concern at that period was to save the country, So, they promoted rationality and 
science which was the core elements of liberalism. They believed that these values 
could strengthen the country. As an important element of liberalism, individualism 
was neglected by the intellectuals as they worried that too much emphasis on 
individual freedom would weaken the solidarity of the people. Instead of individual 
freedom, nationalism was promoted at that time. The value that individual freedom 
should be subordinated to the collective freedom was highlighted as a result. 
The situation changed in the New Cultural Movement. Since liberalism has a 
strong liberating power, it greatly captured the heart of the Chinese. The 
emancipation of individual or the ideas of humanity became the popular value among 
the Chinese scholars, the typical figure was Hu Shi(古月適).They urged people to 
liberate themselves from the traditional ethics. Besides, they questioned the whole 
traditional value system and regarded it as a suppression of individuality. 
Individualism was one of the main values promoted in the New Cultural Movement. 
Because of the strong sense of liberation, the movement can be regarded as an 
'enlightenment' of Chinese modernity. However, liberalism had never become the 
main ideology in China, neither had individualism. The fact was that after the May 
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Fourth movement and the end of First World War, intellectuals were disappointed 
with liberalism. It was because rather than emancipation from authority, liberalism 
was linked up with hegemony in the eyes of intellects. The intellectuals began to turn 
their attention to socialism (Zhang 1997: 89-183). 
The PRC was established in the name of socialism which redefined the 
relationship between the individual and the state. Mao attempted not only to 
eliminate the liberal ideas but also uproot the traditional values of Confucianism. 
Family as the most important social structure of the traditional society was abolished 
and was replaced by ren men gong she (人民公/社).Market was eliminated and 
people were under the direct control of the state. Selflessly sacrificing their personal 
interests and even their very lives for the good of the country was highly praised. 
Lei- Feng was the role-model of an ideal citizen. Cultural Revolution was the 
extreme form of collectivism which had great impact on the society. It destroyed the 
old social order and created a moral 'vacuum' after the end of Cultural Revolution. 
Under the Maoist period, the state adopted a comprehensive policy to 
consolidate the control of the country. The Hukou (household registration) system 
was introduced to separate the rural and urban population. Only citizen with Hukou 
can have access to land, jobs, social welfare benefits, housing, education, party 
membership, good-character credentials and other opportunities which enabled the 
state to control labour mobility geographically through this system. Besides, 
mechanisms likes dangan (personal dossiers) and the danwei (unit) were 
implemented as well. Under the dangan，s system, secret files of the employee were 
maintained by employers that served as a reference for job-seeking, promotion and 
advancement. Danwei was established as the important measure to exercise 
supervision and control of the citizens. Labour, production resources, and even 
consumer goods were primarily allocated and managed by danwei and they were 
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regarded as the property of danwei. Danwei took care of the worker's all aspects of 
life, taking the role of family and becoming the fundamental social structure in China. 
Also, at that moment, job-assignment was done by the state that personal mobility 
and freedom were impossible (Wang 1998: 97-103). 
Andrew Walder provides a clear illustration of the social structure of that 
period. He points out that one of the features of the communist neo-traditionalism is 
the "organized dependence". The dependency can be viewed at three dimensions. 
Firstly, workers were dependent on the enterprise socially and economically for the 
satisfaction of their needs, whereas the alternatives to look for resources in terms of 
employment or the satisfaction of personal needs were limited. Secondly, political 
dependence on management was taken placed. The Communist factories had the 
ability not only to prevent independent organization and activities from workers, but 
also to pull workers into the political activities they organized by controlling the 
rewards and using the organization of the workplace. Thirdly, personal dependence 
on superiors was required. As the superiors in communist regime controlled the 
resources (the ability to hire and manipulate rewards), the worker had to be depended 
on him personally as a result (Walder 1986: 1-27). 
To summarize, the seed of individualism was put into the soil of China from the 
New Cultural Movement. However, it was suppressed and falsified under the Maoist 
era. In spite of this, individualism has gained an opportunity to spread again in China 
because of the introduction of market reform. In the following part, the change in life 
situation brought by modernization will be illustrated. Moreover, the development of 
individualism will be taken into account as well. 
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2.4.2. Modernization and Structural Change — 
State-led Modernization and the Introduction of Market 
Economic reform was launched in Deng's period which brought China to the 
modernization route. Modernization was led by the state through institutional 
rearrangement. The most crucial part of the state-led modernization is the 
introduction of market which was initiated by the state. However, this does not mean 
that market has never appeared in Chinese history. Instead, it has never been a 
dominant economic institution through out the history. It is because the institutional 
arrangement of the traditional Chinese society presumes a stable and 
family-orientated social relationship which does not favor the growth and the 
expansion of market (Wang 1998: 126-127). In facing the external and internal 
pressure in 1980s, to modernize or not to modernize is the issue of life or death. 
Deng Xiaoping revised the state-led modernization direction and formally brought 
China into the reform road in 1978. Needless to say, the reform needed ideology to 
support. Deng introduced pragmatism of 'seeking truth from the practice' as the new 
official ideology for the state. He declared the new ideology as the 'socialist market 
economy' in his famous statement in 1992: 
According to Deng, "More planning or more market is not the defining 
difference separating socialism from capitalism. Planning economy does not equal 
socialism, capitalism has planning too; market economy does not equal capitalism, 
socialism has market too. Planning and market are only economic means (Deng 1992: 
257)". 
Market oriented reform was introduced under the protection and promotion of 
the state. Market has developed in a substantial way and is becoming a major or even 
a dominant economic institution. The emergence of market brings a fundamental 
change in the social structure which redefines the relationship between individual 
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and society. Market expansion results in the retreat of the state and the 
depoliticalization of social life because state attempts to lessen the control on 
economic sphere in order to facilitate the economic growth. Market also generated 
new laws, values, norms and pattern of behaviors. Markets itself has its own 
ideology and features which will shape the mind of the participants in the market 
force. And this will ultimately bring a huge challenge to the society. The two sides of 
the market, the labour market and consumer market will be taken into considerations 
to illustrate how these two dimensions facilitate the change in social situations and 
result in the increase in individual autonomy. The following analysis will 
demonstrate how market changes the mentality and the life situation of the 
individuals. 
2.4.3 Market and Institutionalized Individualism 
First of all, the introduction of national labour market helps to promote the 
institutionalized individualism. Though the national labour market is yet to be 
completely institutionalized, it grows in a fascinating rate, together with the 
continuous growth of economic development. The growth of national labor market 
brings together new laws and values and leads to the increasing autonomy of 
economy. One of the obvious phenomena is the rapid growth of the private 
enterprises. The private economy is expanding in size and scope. In 1999, there were 
1508857 units (戶）private enterprises, which were just 98141 units in 1990. From 
1990-1999, the growth rate of the private enterprises outweighed the growth rate of 
the state-own enterprise and the collective enterprises(Zhang, Ming &Liang 2001: 6). 
More importantly, the emergence of national labour market gives rise to a new 
independent working class. Instead of being assigned by the state, individual being as 
an independent actor can choose his own job through the competition in the labour 
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market. Individual freedom and mobility is generated by the labour market while 
autonomy is the main feature in it (Wang 1998: 137-156). In the labour market, 
individuals are now able to maximize their self-interest by choosing jobs on their 
own. 
The introduction of labour market has a great implication in understanding the 
change in individual status in China. Returning back to Beck's framework, labour 
market will facilitate individualization. Individual becomes the active and 
independent actor in facing the labour market which values competitions. People in 
China are now experiencing this individualized life situations which they haven't 
experienced before. In the economic domain, though labour market is not totally the 
dominant part, the steady development of it might lead to full formation of the 
institutionalized individualism in the society. 
Secondly, the growth of consumer market promotes individualism by providing 
choices and freedom of the people. Resources, goods and services become 
commodities which can be sold and bought in the market rather than being allocated 
by danwei. Andrew Walder pinpoints that the economic dependence on enterprise is 
significantly diminished by the rise of wage and the growth of consumer market. In 
addition, the competitive nature of market has led to the depoliticization of 'shop 
authority' which makes work performance and productivity become the main 
concern of the enterprise. Walder points out that although there was a change in party 
role in the factory, the political dependence of the workers has not been changed. 
Party still has its organized capacity to control workers under the political sphere. 
The retreat or the relaxation of party control is partial. Thus, even though there are 
changes in the authority pattern in the reform period, these changes, argued by 
Walder, have occurred in a context of strong institutional continuity; that means they 
represent a new pattern of communist influence, not simply the fall of communist 
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control (Walder 1986: 222-253). 
The rapid development of the consumer market results in the increase in 
autonomy of the individual. Marketization helps to create the physical and social 
spaces which enable urbanites to seek personal satisfaction more openly than before. 
(Davis 1995: 3). Davis regards the change in consumption pattern from the 
marketization as a ‘revolution，. The rise in income level facilitates the 
commercialization force, which provides more choices and freedom for individual. 
People began to pursuit their individuality through consumption and the purchasing 
of the trendy products. The consuming of commodities redefines their identities as 
‘modern individuals' which distinguishing them from their older generation ,also 
from the older form of life (Davis 2000: 1-22). 
2.4.4 The Changing Morality in Contemporary China 
Markertization has no doubt brought the change in social relationship and social 
norms in the contemporary China. Using Simmel's term, the money economy will 
result in the impersonality and calculative relationship among urbanites (Simmel 
1950: 409-423). The growth of modern money economy unquestionably challenges 
the traditional norms. As Richard Mad sen points out that the modern morality 
enables the freedom of individuals to pursuit their own interests and desires. The 
importance of conformity to traditional community is lessened as a result. Market/ 
money economy results in the impersonal and calculative social relationship. 
Richard Madsen uses the term “moral paradigm" in analyzing the morality of a 
person. Moral paradigm, according to Madsen is a set of principles guiding and 
justifying actions of a person. He illustrates the change of paradigms in a Chinese 
village. Before the Maoist era, Confucian tradition paradigm is the dominating 
paradigm. Tension was created when the Maoist paradigm was emphasized which 
27 
urged the abandonment of the tradition value and demanded the total subordination 
of a person to the sate. This belief reached the highest climax in the Cultural 
Revolution and was losing its significant after the Deng's phase. Utilitarian 
individualistic paradigm becomes the dominating paradigm in the moral discourse 
since the market reform. Madsen's work not only demonstrates the change in 
morality in a rural village, it also reveals the general situation of China nowadays 
(Madsen 1984). Utilitarian individualism as Bellah regarded, is now becoming a 
moral crisis in the American society and this value system has also appeared in 
China and may become the dominant cultural character of the Chinese (Bellah 1985). 
Indeed, the norms and values among Chinese are changing. Lucian Pye provides 
a meticulous analysis on the relationship between individual and the state in urban 
China. He describes the changes as "cracks in the structure" and states that: 
“The zig-zags of policy over the decades has raised widespread doubts as to whether the 
leadership has the answers to the country ’s problems. Ideology has been stretched to breaking-point 
and both leaders and follower talk of a "crisis offaith ”. The violent turmoil of，first, the Great Leap, 
then the Cultural Revolution, and then the unexpected openings of the Deng Reforms, followed by the 
repressive closings after Tiananmen, have all combined to weaken the security of group-based identity 
and compelled people to worry more about themselves as individual. Change, however, has been 
checked by the inertia of the past, and thus the system of state-individual relations holds, but with 
increasingly large cracks" (Pye 1996： 31). 
In response to this "cracks", people are now practicing the skills of "feigned 
compliance". Their behaviors are situational in the sense that they know what can 
and cannot be said/done in different situations. In spite of this, the "opening" of 
China to the west and the “liberating reform “ undoubtedly inspires the ideas of 
individualism in Chinese minds especially those of the new generation. They no 
longer believe in the revolutionary spirit and the collective commitment, which were 
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the faith of the previous generation (p.33). The “crisis of faith" or the “moral 
crisis" is the key problem the Chinese now face. 
An interesting study has been done to show the changing attitudes toward 
sexuality, family values and gender roles among the urbanities in Shanghai. By 
observing the hotlines programme, the study reveals the ‘negotiations of gender, 
sexuality, and Chinese family values, as well as the meanings and boundaries of new 
freedoms and opportunities that were at the heart of the majority of calls to all advice 
hotlines' (Erwin 2000: 159), while politics issue rarely appeared in the calls. 
Nevertheless, the tricky thing is that the increasing discussion over sexuality, 
marriage, and family in the calls does not necessarily mean greater individual 
freedom and autonomy because the replies and comments always reinforce the 
traditional values. Family is increasingly important as reliance due to the retreat of 
state in public domain. (Erwin 2000; 145-170). 
Various surveys have been done to show the changing morality among the youth. 
According to a 1987 investigative report in Beijing, over half of the student (54%) 
thought that when one's interests conflicted with another's, one should operate the 
principal of self-interest so long as others are not harmed. Among the poluation, 18% 
of the students thought that the individual should be the starting point for all 
considerations (Zhang 1996: 670). Chinese youth of the 1980s no longer exhibited 
the same enthusiasm in serving the people. Personal achievement was emphasized 
among the youth. They put good jobs, good careers and comfortable lives as their 
priorities, and were not ashamed to articulate such desires(Kwong 1994: 252-253). 
2.5 Summary 
All in all, individualism is the product of modernization in western civilization 
which is a main component of liberalism. As a cultural complex, the discourse and 
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the form of individualism changed overtimes. Extreme individualism becomes the 
social problem in the current western society. However, individualism is not just a set 
of ideas, but also is a social institution. As one of the institutions in modern society, 
market (both the labour and consumer market) facilitates the individualization force 
culturally and institutionally. To put individualism into Chinese context, we can see 
that the cultural tradition of China does not support individualism. Although the 
spirit of individualism was once introduced in China in the New Cultural Movement, 
it was suppressed since the establishment of PRC. Nevertheless, individualization 
force invaded into China again through the market reform. It not only changes the 
life situations, but also influences people' mentality toward life. The retreat of the 
state and the introduction of market result in the increase in individual autonomy in 
private sphere. People begin to question the authority of the state and emphasize 
self-interest and freedom. This individualization force contributes to the 
internalization of individualism especially among Chinese youth. In sum, base on the 
framework of individualization, this research will explore the manifestation form of 
individualism in the Chinese modernization context. 
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Chapter 3 
Research Question and Methodology 
3.1 Research Question 
3.1.1 Institutionalized Individualism in China 
Different from the modernization process of the western societies in which 
cultural modernization took the leading role in transforming society, Chinese 
modernization was initiated by economic modernization. The market transition from 
planned economy to market economy promoted by the state is the best illustration of 
the institutional rearrangement of modernization. As a social institution, the market 
economy facilitates the individualization process through two dimensions. The 
national labour market and the consumer market promote the institutionalized 
individualism in China. Market generates the individualized life situations, while 
liberalism, which came together with market, legitimatizes its operation. At the 
cultural level, liberalism walks hand in hand with market to push individualization 
much forward. Through this process, individualization becomes the life situation in 
urban China. Although the degree of marketization is still limited, the scope is 
expanding in a rapid rate. So, even the state is still exercising tight control in the 
public realm, individual autonomy is increasing together with the expansion of 
individualized institutional situations. 
3.1.2 Tension between Traditional Values and Market Values 
It is crucial to note that institutionalized individualism in China is quite different 
from the western one because Chinese cultural foundation does not support the ideas 
of individualism while the western societies do. The state-led modernization of 
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which economic modernization is the first step is not able to bring the cultural 
legitimacy. As I have mentioned in the last chapter, Confucianism as a cultural 
system, never articulates individualism. Paradoxically, market has generated the 
'institutional individualized life situations' in the social setting. No matter one is 
willing or not, he is doomed to engage in individualization. Market force itself 
enhances the spread of liberalism in the society at the cultural level. The idea of 
individualism would create conflicts with the traditional values. Consequently, this 
results in the struggle between liberalism and Confucianism at the ideological level. 
Liberalism emphasizes the emancipation of individuals from constraints, while 
freedom is the main value of the ideas. On the opposite, Confucianism distrusts 
individual freedom and treats individualism as harmful to social order. Confiicianism 
is a set of ethic codes which serves as a moral paradigm for a person's behaviour. It 
promotes //(禮)• As a social norm, li serves as a guiding principle for human action 
under different situations. Obeying li (守示豊)is the proper behavior of a decent person. 
According to the Confucian values, individualism which is labeled as selfishness is 
the behaviour of xiao ren (小人)，rather than a zun zi (君子).Traditional values 
highly praise jz•(義）instead of profit {zhong yi qing li [重義輕禾[J]). What is 
contradictory is that the basic assumption of capitalism, or the market, is all humans 
are selfish. As the most explicit form of liberalism, market operates with the 
principle of instrumental-rationality which focuses on the most efficient means to 
attain ends. That means market only considers the maximization of profit and 
efficiency within the rules and the regulations of the ‘game’. Thus, interaction and 
transaction becomes calculative and utilitarian. It implies the impersonality and 
competitive nature of market. The nature of market violates with the Confucian 
values: be considerate to others and maintain a harmony relationship with others. Ren 
(仁）and yi (義）are the main values governing the social relationship of the society. 
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In sum, it shows that liberalism and Confucianism are always conflicting to each 
other. 
The commodity market produces conflict with the traditional values as well. 
Traditional values glorify simple life and impose a negative meaning on consumption. 
It stresses the virtue of moderate needs rather than material satisfaction. So, it is not 
surprising to find that Confiicianism despises merchant and commercial activities. 
On the contrary, commodity market highly stresses consumption and unlimited desire. 
It offers different choices for the consumers and gives them the impression that 
individuality can be expressed through consumption. In addition, under the 
commodity market, no normative issue will be taken into account, which means one 
can do what he wants and fulfill what he needs under the market so far he can afford 
it. It implies that he can lead a very luxurious life and this is legitimatized and 
glorified by the ideology of market. If this issue were put into traditional context, it 
would result in critique at moral level. Moreover, Traditional values concern equality. 
The equality of distribution of resources is more important than the storage of 
s u p p l y g u a er huan bujun [不)患寡而)患不均]).This always generates 
conflict with market as market does not consider the equal distribution of resources, 
but emphasizes the pursuit of self-interest and private property. 
3.1.3 Effect on Family 
As the most important institution in society, individual, as mentioned before, is 
placed under family in the social structure of traditional society. Each member of the 
family is expected to perform his/her social role, while family has great influence on 
the youngsters in all aspects of life. Filial piety is the virtue of a person which 
requires the submission of individual. To take care of family is regarded as the social 
obligation of the family members. Family performs the function of effective social 
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control in order to maintain the social stability of society. Family will come up with 
tension inevitably when it encounters market force. Firstly, Market stresses 
self-interest and personal development. This will create tension with the family as the 
individual and the family members may have different expectations toward the 
individual's life. Thus, individuals will encounter struggle between autonomy and 
family expectations. Secondly, market requires individual action and mobility. It is 
argued that the competition and the pressure of individualization force will be even 
more intense in the late-modernity. Argued by Beck, individualization will further set 
individuals free from family and community etc (Beck 2002). As a result，this will 
generate tension between the two parties, as family will demand individual 
commitment and stability, while individual begin to have a stronger urge for freedom 
and autonomy. Family tension is a social problem even in the highly individualized 
western societies. So，it is not difficult to imagine how much pressure the family 
system will face under the individualization force. 
3.1.4 Searching for New Social Norms and Order 
The case of China is complicated, as the traditional value had once been 
falsified in Chinese history, particularly during the New Cultural Movement. The 
establishment of radical socialism posed further threats to the traditional ideas. 
Cultural Revolution was the most critical period in challenging the traditional values 
as well as the family system. Individual was required to be subordinated totally to the 
state. However it is important to note that, although communist ideology was 
promoted to replace the traditional values, the framework of the value system did not 
change fundamentally. Although the subject for individual submission and sacrifice 
was changed from family to the state, the communist ideology follows the same line 
of traditional values. The Confucian discourse which was based on moralism and 
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ethic codes was still applied in the Maoist era. Communist values still glorify 
submission, but individual is asked to conform to the state or collective interest. 
Political attitudes is judged by moral standard too. Self-sacrifice is regarded as a 
virtue of a person. It has been found that the traditional value of equalitarianism was 
highly stressed as the ideal of socialism (Xu 2002: 159-166). All in all, it can show 
that traditional values never lose their influence throughout history although they 
may be transformed to other forms. Nevertheless, one has to admit that traditional 
values were weakened after Mao period, as they no longer serve as a dominated 
value system in the society. Traditional values face an even more huge challenge in 
Deng's era. Market reform has brought together the institutionalized individualism to 
China, and this greatly influences the value system. It is generally regarded that there 
is a value vacuum in nowadays society. The statement refers to the absence of the 
dominated social norms as a guiding principle for the people, while new order is yet 
to be developed. Traditional value is resumed, while market value is spreading 
widely through the institutionalization of individualism. As King points out 
“Chinese modernization cannot be seen simply as the quest for power and prosperity. 
More fundamentally, it is a historical process whereby China has been searching for 
a new civilization order" (King 2002: 12). 
Remarks 
After exploring the social situations of China today, remark has to be made to 
manifest further the concern of this research. The tension between liberalism and 
Confucianism is not absolutely in opposite directions, or they are so incongruous that 
no negotiation can be made between these two values. Rather, it is a dynamic process. 
It is argued that the traditional values can be transformed to a new form when facing 
the pressure of the market values. 
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3.1.5 The Example of Modernization in Japan 
Japan is a good example to demonstrate the dynamic process of cultural and 
social transformation. Tominaga argues that Japan has its own modernization route. 
As one of modernized counties, she has achieved modernization at economic, 
political and social level. But at the cultural level, Japan still maintains its own 
tradition. This contributes to the formulation of a distinct and unique Japanese model 
(Tominaga 1998: 64-76). Japan's modernization programme can sustain its own 
features even facing the competition pressure in the global world. One of the 
distinctive examples is the work culture in Japan. Japanese economic organizations 
shared the characteristics of an extended family system which emphasizes loyalty, 
seniority and groupism. These organization culture and institutional design are 
different from the western bureaucratic enterprise (Kerbo 1998: 53-57). Japan gives 
an excellent example for the study of the cultural dimension of the Chinese 
modernization by showing that cultural tradition is an important element in 
formulating the unique form of modernity under the process of modernization. 
3.1.6 Research Question 
Numerous researches have been done to reveal the changes in social structure of 
China from different angles and nearly all come to the same conclusion that 
individual autonomy is enlarged as a result of the modernization (Walder 1986, Wang 
1998, Pye 1996 and Davis 2000 etc). Politically, the retreat of the state, and 
economically, the introduction of market both inflame the spirit of individualism. In 
addition, countless surveys support this observation (Kwong 1994, Zhang 1996, Xu 
2002 etc.). However, very few researchers focus their discussion on the struggle 
between traditional and modern ideology in formulating the Chinese modernity. Even 
36 
fewer focus on the dynamic process between traditional values and market values in 
generating the cultural form of contemporary China through qualitative method. 
Moreover, none of those researches concentrate on market and individualism as the 
main theme of the discussion. Rather, the form of individualism under the 
marketization as argued in this research, is an important indicator to understand the 
current cultural value and social relationship of Chinese society. 
China is in a transitional phase in which values and norms are under formulation. 
Though institutionally, individualization has emerged, the traditional values still 
exercise their influence and at the same time serve as a guiding principle of the 
Chinese. Lu had done a research to investigate the cultural orientation (Collectivistic 
vs individualistic) of the contemporary china. He found that respondents applied 
different norms and behaved differently when facing different groups of people. The 
variation of values and behaviors were based on the relationship. The study shows 
that respondents tend to exercise yi (義)(collective orientation) within the in-group 
members; while they tend to practice li (禾fj) (utilitarian individualism) within the 
out-group members. Moreover, Lu points out that some of the traditional values are 
still practiced nowadays, although the influence of individualism is spreading 
because of modernization (Lu 2002: 91-105). This study provides a fruitful reference 
for this research by showing the interface between collectivism and individualism in 
current China through one dimension (tension between yi and li). However, the 
limitation of this research is that it focuses merely on one dimension, which means, it 
only illustrates the cultural orientation between yi and li, without focusing on how 
market affects their mentality and finally influence their value system. In addition, it 
fails to answer the core question: to what extent, the traditional value survives under 
the individualized life situation? What will be the cultural form generated by the 
struggle between traditional values and the market force and how this affects the life 
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of the Chinese? In a nutshell, in order to supply answers to the above questions, this 
research attempts to offer a deeper and a more comprehensive analysis on the value 
system of a group of university students, to investigate the specific form of 
individualism under the tension between traditional values and market ideology. 
3.1.7 The Cultural Orientation in Hong Kong Society 
Lau Siu Kai adopts 'Utilitarian familism" to describe the cultural orientation of 
the Hong Kong society. In facing the modernization force, Hong Kong society which 
embraced Confucian value, formulated a distinctive form of the relationship between 
the individual and the state which is called ‘utilitarian familism，. It emphasizes 
family interest, most specifically, the material one. People were less enthusiastic in 
public affairs and political participation. Family played an important role in solving 
problems or providing resources for its members. This concept helps us to 
understand the cultural elements of Hong Kong society (Lau 1983) 
Lau claims that utilitarian familism was produced under the specific historical 
and social environment in Hong Kong. Indeed, the kinship ties in Hong Kong was 
weakening when facing the market force. The economic growth resulted in the 
improvement of living standard of individual, which lessened his economic 
dependency on kinship members. In addition, the growth of social mobility also 
results in the differentiation of society. Moreover, state began to play a stronger role 
than before in formulating social policies and providing social services. Lau proposes 
the cultural orientation of Hong Kong society has changed from utilitarian familism 
to ‘egotistical individualism" (Lau 1983: 544-562). In facing the continuous 
modernization force, what will be the current cultural form of the society is an 
unanswered question. There is a possibility that Hong Kong will follow the western 
route in which the development of capitalism will finally lead to the extreme 
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individualism which is regarded as the social problem in Western countries. 
In sum, the experience in Hong Kong provides a reference for the 
modernization of China. It shows that market has a strong ‘liberating’ force which 
will bring the society toward individualism. Market reform facilitates the 
manifestation of individualism institutionally in China. But culturally, market values 
coexist with the traditional values. So, what is interesting and significant to ask is 
how the value system changes in China as a result of the reform. Market reform has 
brought changes in institutions and thus challenges the traditional values 
ideologically. How these changes will affect the perception of the Chinese toward the 
relationship between the individual and the society? More specifically, this research 
aims at demonstrating how Chinese people redefine the social meaning of their life 
under the social setting brought by the market reform and formulate the specific form 
of the Chinese individualism under the marketized social situations. 
3.2 Research Design 
3.2.1 The Case 
This research will focus on a group of university students from Sun Yat-Sen 
University who are living in a community near the university. This group of students 
were dissatisfied with the life and environment of the dormitory in university. So, 
they were determined to search for freedom and personal space by living off campus. 
These students then rent their own rooms in Xia Du 腿以评(下渡村人 or shared their 
rooms with one or two roommates. Some even cohabited with their lovers. The act of 
living off campus is sociologically significant in two ways. First of all, it reflects the 
markertization force. Xia Du Village, a rural village before the market reform, is now 
commercialized and marketized. Rental market is the main income of the "farmers" 
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(however, they are no longer a farmers since all farmlands are used to build houses). 
This is the market transition that makes the rental activities possible (detailed 
description about the community will be made in the following chapter). Secondly, 
there is a liberating dimension. Under the marketization in Guangdong, students can 
now satisfy their needs in market through money which was impossible before the 
reform. They can choose to move out as far as they are able to afford the rental fees. 
So, it is an individual decision which is significant to show the manifestation of 
individualism among the students. The case is even more interesting because the 
community is disorganized and the environment is poor. This is not only an 
impression in the outsiders' eyes but also a confirmation made by the students in 
their comments on that community. In spite of this, they are still willing to pay more 
(compared with the dormitory fees) to obtain something they treasure 
(freedom/personal space/quiet environment/cohabitation), regardless the poor 
conditions of the community. This represents that the students have a strong sense of 
liberating spirit and pursuing the value of individualism. 
3.2.2 The Importance of the Case 
Born after the introduction of market reform, this group of students engaged in 
the marketized social setting as active actors in the transaction process through two 
dimensions. As consumers, they purchase products and services. Living in Xia Du 
Village is a typical form of this social relationship. They pay money and then get a 
room; They satisfy their needs (eating and entertainment) in the community through 
consumption. As labourers, they enter into the labour market to seek part-time jobs in 
order to maintain their daily expenses. In addition, they are the potential labour force 
as they will enter the labour market and search the jobs by themselves after 
graduation. This target group is the typical generation under the modernization 
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context which largely influenced by the market values which emphasize freedom, 
autonomy etc. This paper will take the assumption that this group of students are 
pioneers among their generation, maintaining several steps ahead in term of the 
‘openness’ of their mind. It is argued that their acts of moving out have clearly 
demonstrated the sense of individualism at behavioral level. By exploring how this 
group of people define their life, this paper aims at picturing out the main element in 
the value system. However, this paper is not intended to draw a general picture of 
how young people look like in nowadays, nor to treat this group of people as a 
representation of the whole young population. The significance of the case is that this 
group of students is assumed to occupy a frontier position in terms of their 
individualistic orientation. They are highly influenced by the market values. So, the 
cultural form of this group of students could provide a reference for the remaining 
population. 
The goal of this paper is to explore how this group of students make sense of 
their life and with an intention to find out the cultural form of individualism under 
the tension between market values and traditional values. 
3.2.3 Research Significance 
Firstly, this research can provide an insight for the study of Chinese modernity. 
Individualism is one of the main components of modernity in western civilization 
(Berger,1988, p.6), while the relationship between modernization and individualism 
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is inseparably. Concerning the cultural dimension of Chinese modernization, it is 
believed that China would formulate its own modernity pattern as she embraces 
different cultural traditions from the west. Indeed, intellectuals have put more 
attentions on the role of traditional values (i.e. Confucianism) in formulating the new 
cultural form in the modernity project (Berger and King etc). King calls for the 
41 
reconsideration of Confucianist value in cultural modernization. He declares that 
"building a new, modern Chinese civilization order involves not only a process of 
deconstructing the cultural tradition, but also a process of reconstructing it. For the 
new Chinese civilization, after all needs to be both "modern" and "Chinese" (King 
2002: 13). So, through analyzing the struggle between traditional values and market 
values, the study contributes to the understanding of the traditional values and the 
specific form of individualism. The empirical data obtained by this research would 
help to enrich the understanding of Chinese modernity. 
Secondly, the study can offer a clue for the development of market and 
institutionalized individualism in Chinese modernization. According to Beck, market 
has a strong individualization force and this will ultimately result in the breakdown 
of traditional values and ties. As a result, an "institutional individualized life 
situations" is the common fate the modernized societies would ultimately face (Beck 
2002). By revealing the extent of persistence and transformation of traditional values 
when facing a more 'marketized situations', this research helps to elaborate the 
influence of market on the value system. Unlike the western traditional culture which 
facilitates the development of market and the institutionalized individualism, 
traditional values in China may influence the market by constraining its development. 
So, elaborating the role of traditional values in nowadays society is important to 
preview the development of market and the manifestation form of individualism. 
Thirdly, the study helps to foresee the development of Chinese society. This 
research helps to reveal the degree of the survival of cultural tradition when facing 
the pressure of modernization. How it will transform and function in guiding the 
behavior of this group of students would influence and facilitate changes of the 
society. Manifesting the cultural form of this special group of students has an 
important implication. As this paper assumes that this group of people occupy a more 
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frontier position in China in terms of their 'openness' and their ‘acceptance’ of the 
new things, their cultural value or their form of individualism may create or facilitate 
some kinds of revolutionary changes in the future, which might bring a fundamental 
change in the social structure of the society. University students are regarded as the 
main force in the population in terms of the willingness and the ability to change. 
When China further expands the role of market in other regions, the experience of 
this group will be a significant reference to the rest of China in the future. The study 
may not probably throw light on the modernization route in China, but it can offer a 
clue to explore it. 
Too many words have been written to illustrate the development of 
individualism under the market force by arguing that individualization will lead to 
the breakdown of traditional ties and norms, family, community. The 
individualization force make individuals become "disembedded" without the promise 
of "re-embedding". The life situation in late-modernity is just like playing a "musical 
chair", characterized by uncertainty, worries, and tension according to Beck (Beck 
2002). Although China is too early to say that she has been experiencing the late 
modernity, and has already tasted the consequence brought by individualization, the 
concern of the future situation of individuals is essential. With valuable data of how 
the young generation experience the development of market, this research is helpful 
for the discussion of the future life situation in China. 
3.2.4 Methodology 
The Strength of In-Depth Interview 
Qualitative method will be adopted in this research. Data will be obtained 
mainly through interviews with Sun Yat-Sen University students who have moved 
out to Xia Du Village. Questions will be asked in order to analyze their paradigm of 
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action toward different aspects of life: love, work, community and politics. The 
strength of adopting in-depth interview is the "thickness" of data that we can obtain. 
Unlike questionnaires which are already been used by many surveys, in-depth 
interview can ask more "why" questions about their attitudes, and understand their 
“stories” and “past incidents" which help to shape their mind. In-depth interview can 
also help us to understand more the respondents' viewpoints by asking follow up 
questions and requesting clarification. The last but not the least, by observing the 
respondents' reaction (certain? hesitate?) and the language they used, interviewers 
can gain a fuller understanding of the respondents' attitude and answers. Since this 
research is not aiming at finding the distribution or the general picture of this 
generation, in-depth interview occupies a more advantageous position than 
questionnaire. It can help to formulate a more comprehensive paradigm toward 
different aspects of life which can be applied to analyze the dimension of 
individualism of the respondents. This is the strength of in-dept interview. 
Applying in-depth interview is especially essential in this research. It is the best 
method to illustrate the tension and struggle between traditional values and market 
values. By investigating their choices under dilemmas, the values behind can be 
demonstrated clearly. In addition, the thickness of the data is helpful to show the 
dynamic process between traditional values and market values. 
Observation 一 The Environment of Xia Du Village 
In order to understand more about their life, especially their community life, 
observation will be done as a supplementary data for the analysis. Field notes 
including the description of community environment and the rooms condition will be 
made to give a deeper impression about the community. Researcher will join in their 
activities in community, such as eating out and entertainment in the restaurants and 
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karaoke in Xia Du Village in order to gain a better understanding of the community 
life and this data will be presented in the later chapter. 
Exploratory Study 
As this research aims at examining the dimension of individualism among this 
group of students and trying to investigate the impact on the social structure of future 
China, the analysis is mainly based on data which is obtained from the fieldwork. 
Thus, exploratory study will be applied in this paper to demonstrate the cultural 
meanings defined by them. 
Data collection 
My fieldwork can be generally divided into three phases. In the first phase, eight 
interviews were conducted, which mainly focused on their life in community 
including the reason of moving out and their feelings and experiences toward the life 
in community. Their attitudes and perception of love and work had also been asked, 
but in an unstructured way. 
Eleven interviews in the second fieldtrip had been conducted. This time, the 
interview questions were set with some core questions concerning community, love, 
work, politics and general questions. The first four parts aim at testing their 
dimension of individualism, and the general questions aim at understanding how the 
respondents viewed the "marketized" situation. 
From this fieldwork, some interesting parts had been discovered. The data 
shows that family or the tradition value was still important for them, which brought 
them tension when facing the marketization situation. So, in the third fieldtrip, 
interview questions about their part-time job experiences and the tension between 
work and family, individual choices and family expectation were added in order to 
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examine their struggling process and how they make the choices. Eight interviews 
were conducted in the third fieldtrip. 
The background of the informants are varied, most of them are undergraduates, 
the others are postgraduates and students who attend diploma course offered in the 
university. The information of the informants will be presented in appendix I. These 
students have been assigned dormitory by university, however they prefer to move 
out. Some respondents are still living in Xia Du, while some who used to live there 
have moved back to dormitory or to other places for some reasons. Three 
respondents are graduates from Sun Yat-Sen University. Two of them are working in 
Guangzhou and is living in Xia Du now. Between the two respondents, one had lived 
there when he was a university student, while the other one only moved to Xia Du 
after his graduation. The remaining one is now studying PhD in Laws in Renmin 
University in Beijing. He had lived in Xia Du since he needed to practice band in Xia 
Du when he was an undergraduate. 
3.2.5 The Interview Questions 
1. Public Life: Community and Politics 
Since the purpose of the research is to examine the cultural orientation of 
students, their mentality of different aspects of life, including community, politics, 
work, love and family will be investigated. Data will be divided into three parts and 
analyzed. They are public life, private life, and the general orientation of life. Public 
life refers to the interaction between individual and collective. In this part, students' 
attitudes and their interaction pattern in the community are the core questions. 
Community life in Xia Du Village is one of the important indicators to reflect their 
perception of public life. Thus, their interaction with the community members and 
their attitudes toward the community will be asked to reveal their mentality in public 
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domain. The questions also help to understand how students make sense of their life 
in public sphere. Besides community life, political attitudes will be asked in order to 
give a fuller picture on students' value system in public sphere. Questions include the 
relationship between individual rights and state power, their tendency of participation 
in the community and their sense of commitment toward the collective. 
2. Private Life: Work, Love and Family 
Work is one of the important parts in their personal life. So, in the second 
chapter(private life), perception of work is the focus of the analysis. Work is the most 
explicit dimension to illustrate the market values, as students have direct engagement 
in the labour market (part- time job experiences and hunting job after graduation). 
Hence, exploring their attitudes toward work can illustrate how students perceive 
their own life. Thus, their perception of market role in job allocation and the nature 
of the jobs (public/private sector, mobility/stability?) will be explored. In addition, 
the shaping influence of market upon mentality will be illustrated in this chapter. 
Since the individualization force will generate tensions with the traditional values 
and family, dilemmas such as the dilemma between self-development and loyalty; 
between autonomy and submission; between commitment and personal aspiration 
will be included in this section. By examining how students deal with this tension, 
this part will illustrate the dynamic process between traditional values and market 
values. Moreover, the value system that underpins the choices can be clearly 
revealed. 
3. General Orientation of Life: Perception on Consumption, Money, Pressure and the 
Sense of Loneliness. 
Third part will be focused on the general life situations of the students. 
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Students' perception on the market and the individualized life situations will be 
investigated. Apart from that, the tension between morality and consumption will be 
illustrated. This part also aims at discussing the tensions and the pressures faced by 
the students. Moreover, their feeling of loneliness in the individualized world will be 
discussed too. By analyzing the data, this paper will argue the role of traditional 
values and market values in contemporary China. 
Remarks 
The core interview questions will be presented in appendix III. In the parts of 
politic, work and love, scenarios will be made intended to figure out the mentality of 
the students. Following up questions will be asked to further investigate their 
attitudes. 
Before moving to the analysis, a brief introduction of the field site is given to 
the reader. The social setting of Guangzhou and the community are important for 
understanding the life situation of the respondents and their responses to the social 
situations. Also, a general picture of contemporary youth value toward different parts 
of life will be illustrated in the following chapter. This chapter can situate the general 
social setting of my subject matter. The attitudes of the youth toward different 
aspects of life can help to position the subject matter of this research in the 




4.1 The Development of the Southern Part of China: Guangdong 
The southern coast of China is the earliest region which has been authorized to 
open to out sides. The geographical position of Guangdong province is regarded as a 
advantage which fosters the economic development. As a coastal city, she has a close 
connection with the outside, specifically with Hong Kong, which offers her a direct 
access to the outside information and facilitates the commercial activities. 
Internally, she links intimately with the inner parts of China. The special 
geographically advantage enables Guangdong to play an important role during the 
reform. In 1988, a comprehensive economic reform programme was implemented in 
Guandong which ftirther established her role as a 'economic laboratory'. So, the 
importance of the region of Guangdong is that it takes the lead to experiment reform 
policies. If the outcome were satisfactory, the policies would be applied to the other 
parts of China. Thus, studying Guangdong province is significant as she provides 
insight for the future development of China (Vogel, 1989). 
As the capital of Guangdong province and one of the six largest cities in China, 
Guangzhou, s role is even more notable. Indeed, Guangzhou has experienced much 
transformation since the reform and has become one of the ‘modern，cities in China. 
Thus, a general picture of Guangzhou will be provided as a background for the 
research. 
4.1.1 Guangzhou under Market Reform 
The economic development of Guangzhou expanded rapidly after the 
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introduction of reform and her performance is remarkable. In 1984, Guangzhou 
became one of the fourteen coastal cities that were chosen to promote the close 
connections with international business operations. The boosting of overseas 
investment resulted in the increase in joint investments and foreign-owned 
enterprises from only 1.9 percent of the total value of industrial goods and services in 
1985 to 23 percent in 1991 in Guangzhou. The sharp development made Guangzhou 
become a 'dynamic regional center of industry and trade (Ikels 1996: 17). 
Reform brought along the increase in standard of living in Guangzhou. It can be 
indicated in the change in household expenditure pattern. From 1980 to 1992, the 
monthly per capita expenditures in Guangzhou's urban household was increased 
from 43.4 RMB to 282.2 RMB. When compared with the monthly expenditure with 
the other parts of China, it was obvious that Guangzhou occupied the top position in 
terms of total expenditure and the percentage of spending on the luxurious goods 
(Ikels 1996: 74)4. Guangzhou also experienced a substantial increased in yearly per 
capita expenditure on consumption from 1,044 in 1985, to 2,592 in 1990 to 8,556 in 
1995 (Davis 2000: 18)5. 
The economic reform also boosts an increase in private enterprises. The growth 
of the employment of private sectors, together with the introduction of labour and 
employment reform for the purpose of increasing productively, contributed to the 
change in employment pattern. The implementation of contract system broke the 
‘icon bowl' of the state-own workers. Labour mobility is highly increased as 
labourers can choose their professions and leave their jobs freely now. Due to the 
encouragement of labour mobility, Guangzhou attracted the talents from different 
3 Further information refers to Guangzhou Shi Tongi Ju 1992, table on the fifth of a set of 
unnumbered pages of tables at the front of the yearbook. 
4 Further information refers to Guangzhou sishinian 1949-1948. p.506-7 and Guangzhou tongji 
nianjian 1992 p.414-15. 
5 Further information refers to Guangzhou Tongji nianjian 1991, p.324 and 1996 p. 324. 
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parts of China. For example, in 1993 February, Guangzhou attracted 41,500 people 
from more than 20 provinces to apply for 44,00 posted offered from 714 institutions 
and enterprises. The employment pattern of 1992 also showed the trend of 
development toward a market economy. Secondary sector was the majority part of 
the employment (46.2 percent). Among the tertiary sector, commerce was the most 
popular occupation (15.6 percent of the total population); Transport and 
communication were the following (8.0 percent); real estate supervision, public 
utilities, and other resident services contributed to 6.8 percent; while education and 
culture contained 5 percent only (Ikels 1996: 214/. 
Leisure activities were increasingly diversified. People in Guangzhou enjoy a 
large variety of consumption patterns and choices for entertainment, such as going to 
films, nightclubs, restaurants, shopping mall in leisure. The rapid growth of mass 
media provides more information to the people too. The reform brought along the 
cultural openness of the city, and this posed a diversity of popular culture in the city 
(Ikels 1996: 222-262). 
The rapid development of Guangzhou has caused some social problems. The 
inconvenient transportation, dense population and high crime rate are the urban 
problems Guangzhou now faced. Furthermore, the decline of morality of the city also 
draws the attention of the public. A survey in 1994 illustrates people's comments for 
the reform. High portion of the people felt satisfied with the emergence of 
commodity market and economic development overall. But more than 90 percent 
people were discontent with the inflation rate and rising income gap. The public also 
felt dissatisfaction with public security, supervision of the mobile population, the 
social atmosphere, protection of the environment and traffic (Ikels 1996: 96) . The 
6 Guangzhou Shi Tongi Ju 1993，p. 433. 
7 The survey were published in the following newspaper article: "Guangzhou Residents Again Look 
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shift of state role in subsiding citizen's daily living also contributed to the rise in 
insecurity feeling. 
Remarks 
Guangzhou is moving forward to a market economy. The reform brings along a 
fundamental change of the life situations. My research case, Xia Du Village is a 
typical case to demonstrate the social setting under the market economy. The social 
situations of Xia Du can provide better understanding of how students perceive the 
community which is regarded as one of the important parts to illustrate their 
perception of social world in the marketization process. 
4.2 The Case — 一 Xia Du Village 
Xia Du Village is the community nearby the SunYat-Sen University. It locates in 
the north east part of the university, and belongs to Haichu district (�海珠區). 
According to the survey conducted by department of sociology from Sun Yat-Sen 
University in 2001, the community consists of about 405 origin members and has 
about 3000 outsiders. Before the reform, Xia Du was a rural village and mainly 
supplied agriculture products (mainly vegetables) to Guangzhou region. However, 
because of the reform and the urbanization of Guangzhou city, many farmlands were 
occupied by the state to develop real estate. The rental activities in the community 
started from year 1994-95 and grow rapidly since then. The peasants no longer 
produce agricultural products and their income are mainly dependent on the rental 
frees from the houses. Since there is only one wall separating the community and the 
university and a little door is built to link them up, many students visit Xia Du for 
at Guangzhou, “ Nanfang Ribao, Apr. 24, 1994, p.2; "how has the Degree of Satisfaction of 
Gangzhou's Residents Changed?" Nanfang Ribao，May 30，1994, p.2; and "how Do Residents 
Evaluate Guangzhou's Developments in Economic Livelihood?" Guangzhou Ribao, July 20，1994,p.7. 
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consumption. This helps to boost the development of community and the community 
thus becomes commercialized. 
1.2.1 The Commercial Activities in Xia Du 
L Rental Activities 
The village is divided into two parts, namely the 'old village' and 'new village'. 
Peasants are living in the 'old village'. The lands in the 'new village' part (originally 
were a empty land) were given to the community members by the state in the 1980s. 
The members used the lands to build houses and then rent them out. Some peasants 
even reconstruct the land in ‘old village' in order to run the rental business. Three 
types of tenants will rent the rooms, they are students from the university, workers 
who come from different parts of China (who are called min (民工)，and the 
alumni who are graduates from Sun Yat-Sen University. According to the survey, 
there are about 1000 students living in Xia Du and this can be regarded as one of the 
main population in the community. 
2. Types of Rooms 
Different types of room are available according to the tenants' preferences. 
Moreover, the prices of the rooms are different. In the 'new village', a single room 
with a washroom (about ten square feet), costs about 250 RMB per month; It costs 
about 500 RMB per month for a room with two bedrooms and one dinning room 
(about 25 square feet); In 'old village', a single room costs about 250-300 RMB per 
moth; while 600 RMB per month is needed for a room with two bedrooms and one 
dinning room. The price is relatively cheap when compared with the central area of 
the city. However, due to the large demand of rooms, the price is increasing. If a 
student rents a home and shares it with one or two friends, each of them only needs 
to pay 100-300 RMB a month. So, it is affordable for many students. They may go 
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out to find part-time jobs or simply spend the money given by their families for the 
living expanses. Besides rental fees, students need to pay electricity fee, water fee 
and management fee (for the hygiene and security of the community). 
Other than students, the large demand of rooms from min gong can also illustrate 
the marketized situations in Guangzhou. Min gong is the main force of the flowing 
population which come from different parts of China (mainly rural areas), in the hope 
to seek opportunities in city. The rapid economic development boosts the increase of 
infrastructure business. In the area near university, there are many construction works. 
This attracts min gong to rent houses in Xia Du due to the proximity of location. One 
of the consequences of the influx of min gong is the result in the heterogeneity of 
population in Xia Du. 
3. Restaurants and Fast Food Shops 
The prosperity of the food and beverage industry can be regarded as the 
by-product of the emergence of rental market. The close link between Xia Du Village 
and the university also stimulates the boom of restaurants and fast food shops. 
Different types of restaurants can be found in Xia Du, in which different styles of 
food are sold in order to fulfill the demands of the variety of residents in Xia Du. 
Restaurants sell dishes characteristics foods of different regions, likes food of Hunan, 
Sichuan and Yunan, etc. Other than restaurants, there are many kiosks on the street to 
sell snacks, which are popular among students. Both students lived in Xia Du and the 
dormitory will hang out and enjoy the barbequed food at night. The ‘golden period' 
of Xia Du starts from dinner time to mid-night. Shops and streets are crowded with 
people in this period. Students came across their friends on the streets very often 
when they hang out in Xia Du, as it is very common for students to go there. The 
poor quality of food and less variety of choices in student canteens are the main 
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reasons for students to choose to eat in Xia Du. Besides that, students find food in 
Xia Du is quite cheap (about fifteen RMB for one dish in a restaurant) and they can 
choose different restaurants as there are many alternatives. The qualities of 
restaurants are varied. Some are in poor condition, but their price is very low, this 
kind of restaurants mainly target at min gong. For students, they prefer to eat in upper 
or upper average restaurants in Xia Du, as they think that the quality of food and the 
environment of the place are better and trustable. Even in the 'upper class’ 
restaurants in Xia Du, eating with 4-6 people costs about 100 RMB or below and you 
can enjoy a good and full meal. The restaurants and shops are in small scale and are 
mostly family-based operation. The promising prospect of the food industry has been 
also attracting some outsiders to invest. One young people who graduated from Sun 
Yat-Sen University, ran a restaurant with university students as its target consumers. 
The restaurants had invested a lot in decoration can be regarded as 'upper class' 
restaurants in Xia Du. His business has turned out to be a huge success. Now, he has 
opened two other sub-brands in Xia Du. Another example is a person who is a 
graduate student from the university runs a take-away shop in Xia Du, targeting at 
both the students living in Xia Du and those living in dormitory. He is the first person 
to use QQ (internet communicate software) to order meal through the net and 
promises the arrival of order within twenty minutes. The take- away shop is popular 
among students. From the two examples, we can see that catering industry is a huge 
business in Xia Du. Even the outsiders can take the business opportunity and make 
profit in it. 
4. Entertainment Activities 
There are also different entertainment activities in Xia Du, like mini cinema, 
snooker and karaoke. The facilities for the activities are very shanty. Take playing 
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snooker as an example, the desks are displayed on the streets in front of some shops. 
These activities are mainly targeted at the min gong. There is also one karaoke in Xia 
Du. I have been there with some university students. The Karaoke is located in a area 
which is far away from the center area in Xia Du, you have to walk through some 
bumpy roads in order to arrive there. The Karaoke box is at the third floor (the top) 
of an old building where the maintenance of the building is in bad condition. No light 
along the floor is provided. The space of karaoke is limited, with one set of HiFi in 
front of the 'stage'. The area can contain about 30 people only. But, of course the 
expenditure for spending one night here is low and it is convenient because of the 
proximity with the university. Besides that, there are some pubs in Xia Du, students 
will go there for gathering. One respondent said that he had booked the whole pub to 
hold a party when for his birthday last year. The night -life of Xia Du is one of the 
reasons for students to choose to live there. Living in Xia Du releases them from the 
rules of the dormitory so that they can hang out freely. 
Besides that, the hawkers who are selling pirated discs over the streets is another 
attraction for the students. A year before, there used to be many net bars in Xia Du, 
but now they have disappeared because they were raided by the police after a fire 
incident occurred in the net bar in Beijing. Moreover, since the improvement of 
internet facilities in the university dormitory, the demand for the net bar is greatly 
reduced. As a result, no net bar can be found in Xia Du anymore now. 
4.2.2. The Living Environment in Xia Du 
Close distance between buildings is a distinct feature in Xia Du. Students 
described the building as 'kissing buildings'(接吻樓）or 'shake hands buildings'(握 
手樓).Since the profit from renting room is high, many peasants use their lands to 
construct buildings by themselves. However, without well planning and because of 
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the lack of communication among landlords, the buildings are located closely as the 
landlords want to squeeze the space in order to rent more houses. Students comment 
that the air circulation system inside the room is very bad. Also they can see the 
inside condition of their neighbours' rooms very clearly. The close distance 
contributes to the increase in crime in the village as the thieves can enter a room and 
escape very easily. I have visited some students' rooms in Xia Du. The buildings are 
old and the maintenance of the building are poor too. Suspension of electricity is 
common in some buildings. I have experienced this before and need to go down the 
stairs in a totally dark environment. 
Besides the rooms, the public area of Xia Du is disorganized too. The roads are 
not well established and are very dirty, especially in raining days. Water mixed with 
mud covers on the road as a result. Also, rubbishes are thrown elsewhere, there is a 
unoccupied area at the corner of the village where people throw rubbishes and create 
bad smell. No public area is built for collecting rubbishes. Also, there are many 
constructions works (mainly the construction of new housing) in Xia Du. This further 
deteriorates the environment and makes the community even messier. Noise 
pollution is also an important point that the students are dissatisfied with. There is 
one phrase which helps to describe the living environment of Xia Du and this phrase 
is well-known among students, that is “ inside the city, there is a village; inside the 
village, there is a city; The place outsides the city is modernized; while it is dirty, 
chaos and terrible inside”（城中有村，村中有城，城外現代代，村內髒亂差). 
1. The Management of Xia Du 
Xia Du has it own management team. Just like a traditional village, Xia Du 
village also has a village leader and a standing committee. They are in charge of the 
whole community affairs, including hygiene and security. Xia Du has its own 
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security force. Students need to pay management fees or security fees when they rent 
a house. However, from the students' comments, they do not think the security force 
is useful in maintaining the security of the community, nor the management is useful 
in keeping the community clean. Also, the committee will not handle complaints 
from the students concerning the poor conditions in Xia Du. 
2. The Chaos Situations in Xia Du 
Students' experiences in Xia Du can show how chaotic the situations of the 
community are. One student said he saw two groups of people fighting each other at 
mid-night, creating a large noise. One student told me that one night, the police came 
to the community suddenly to arrest the min gong who did not have the 'temporary 
resident license'(暫住證).He witnessed the whole process from his room. "The 
police and min gong were just like playing ‘hide and seek' on the streets". The scene 
is very unforgettable for the respondent. It shows clearly that the community is 
disorganized, while the residents in it are heterogeneous. 
Moreover, no institution is established to guide the rental activities. Students get 
the rental information from their friends or from the notices board or directly from a 
middle man (中介).The middle man will show the rooms to the students, no matter 
the transaction is successful or not, he will get 5 RMB. If the transaction is successful, 
they can get 10% of the rental fee as commission. When renting a room, students just 
need to show their identity card, and pay some deposits. In return they get receipts. 
Some students just make the verbal agreement with the fang dong, without any 
contract or receipt made in the transaction. This may create conflicts as a result. 
Some students may feel discontent with the fang dong for cheating them, but they 
have no way to complain. 
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Remarks 
Great changes have taken place since the market reform. Xia Du Milage is 
transformed from a rural village to a commercialized community. It is a good 
representation of the marketized social situation of the outside world . The students' 
community life and their interaction with the community provide a useful data for the 
analysis of the mentality and rationale of the students in their interaction of public 
life. 
4.3 Student under Market Reform 
Market reform results in immense changes in China, and more fundamentally, 
brings along the change in value system among the Chinese youth. They hold 
different life attitudes compared with the past generation. What they present is a new 
set of values and attitudes toward different aspects of life. Understanding the general 
pictures of youth helps to position the cultural orientation of the group of students I 
am going to study. 
4.3.1 Politics 
Various studies have illustrated the values of the youth in the 1980s and have 
illustrated the trend of the change in attitudes of post-Mao youth. It is found that 
students no longer share a strong political commitment and loyalty toward the party. 
For example, a study on 630 shanghai universities students in 1983 revealed these 
change. When asking what is the ideological qualities the university students in the 
1980s should possess, over half of the respondents (58.6 percent cent) chose “Dare to 
think and be good at thinking", which, only 3 percent chose "listen to what the party 
says and be a revolutionary successor" (Table 1.1). 
8 Photos about the community will be presented in appendix I. 
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Table 1 
What Ideological Qualities Should University Students in the 1980s Possess? 
Responses Percentages * 
Love the Country and love the people 16.5 
Dare to think and be good at thinking 58.6 
Honest and fair-minded 35.9 
Listen to what the party says and be a revolutionary successor 3.0 
*Because the total percentage exceeds 100, it appears that students may had filled in an open-ended 
questionnaire and that the researchers then compiled the answers and devised the various categories. 
Students' responses might have fit into more than one category. This is not made clear in the article. 
Souces: Geng Xiaoling and Zhu Yuejing. "Dangdai qingnian Zhuiqiude 'lixiang xingxiang ‘ yu daode 
bangyangjiaoyu", ,Shanghai qingshaonian yanjiu, no. 3, 1984，p.7. 
(Rosen 1989: 201) 
Table 2 
Views on the Main Criterion for Good Youth of the 1980s. 
Rank Content 
1 Love learning, have knowledge and talent 
2 Have tenacious spirit to keep forging ahead 
3 Have patriotic zeal and national self-esteem 
4 Work hard, live plainly, and bear hardship 
5 Independent thinking, courage to show one's own opinion 
6 Concern for national affairs and social issues 
7 Accept new ideas and things fast, open-minded 
8 Study Marxist words strenuously 
9 Be happy to help others 
10 Active and willing to work 
11 Obey organizations, observe disciplines 
12 Care for collective, restrain self to devote to public 
Soucres: Zhang Haidi Shiji Shehui fanxiang diaocliazu, "Beijing chengshi qingnian dui Zhang Haidi 
shiji de fanxiang yu fenxi.” p.33. 
(Xu 2002: 78) 
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The study in Table 1.2 showed obviously the change in students' value from 
concerning more political commitment to personal and practical matters. Students 
had a strong desire to learn and acquire knowledge, so that they could upgrade 
themselves to fit into the market. At the same time, they had less attachment toward 
the political affairs. However, the table showed that traditional values (such as 
bearing hardship, live plainly) still ranked in the forth places. Students placed 
"patriotic zeal and national self-esteem" as the third place and study 'Marxist words 
strenuously' in the eighth place. These revealed that they still thought the communist 
ideology was important. However, ‘restrain self to devote to public' which was 
regarded as a core element in the collective values occupied the lowest position in 
the list. The data clearly demonstrated the changes in the mentality in the political 
realm of the students (Xu 2002: 79). 
4.3.2 Work 
Students were less enthusiastic in political realm and they shifted their attention 
to personal development. So, it is not surprising to find out from the studies that 
work is the most important concern for them. The changes of state policies in job 
searching contributed to the change. Xu analyzed the data and displayed the change 
in preferences in choosing a job (Table 1.3). It showed that self-development was 
increasingly valued among the youth, while material income was given more weight. 
The table illustrated that students were more interested in material interests. The 
ranking of occupation experienced change among students too. In 1988 study, 
student placed 'Entrepreneurs' which was a new type of occupation since market 
reform, as the top of the list. Students admired the successful entrepreneurs and 
characterized them with strong mind, talented and full of adventurous spirits. 
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Table 3 
Comparative Ranking of Three Major Factors as Selection Basis 
Factor 1982 1985 1988 
Social status 1 2 3 
Full play to one's skill 2 1 1 
Economic income 3 3 2 
Sources: Su Songxing. “hm Zhonssuo qinsman sonsren zhiye liudons vishi de pianshua qushir p. 15, 
and Feng Lanrui, "Zhongguo qingnian de jiuye wenti" p.3-4, for the data of 1982; Zhongguo qingnian, 
September 1985; and Lou Jingbo, "Dangdai qingnian de zhiye jiazhiguan," p.25 for 1988. 
(Xu 2002: 92-93) 
4.3.3 Attitudes to Money 
The increasing concern on economic income in work showed that students pay 
more attention on material wealth. Study showed that students' perception on money 
is freed from the past concept. They no longer feel shame to display their desire in 
pursuing money, but define the good name of it. In 1985, the Communist Youth 
League research team conducted a survey in Wuhan. The result indicated that 77.4 
percent of youth thought that it was good to have more money as long as they could 
obtain it through legitimate means (like work), while 22.6 percent felt that people's 
work should be evaluated not by the amount of money they earned, but by whether 
their work can contribute to the collective and society. Only, 3 percent pointed out 
that they want to earn as much money as possible in all means (Xu 2002: 87/. 
4.3.4 Consumerism and Modern Life Style 
Money is important in the society, as it is the essential means in consumption. 
9 Yuan Xiaohua, "Bianhua zhong de Wuhan qingnian sixiang guaimian," p.6. 
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Commodities can help to improve their quality of life. They can enjoy a 'modern' 
life style by consuming some products of high quality or western commodities. 
Dancing and dressing nicely are desired by the youth. A study from China Youth 
Daily illustrated young people life in Beijing. Students spent 20 to 30 percent of 
annual income to buy clothes (Xu 2002: 244). It manifested the spreading of 
consumerism among the youth. Study done in 1985 surveyed a hundred young 
people from eighteen to thirty years old and found that all showed the desire for 
‘improving material life,. All female respondents stated that they preferred to wear 
makeup, while 78 percent of male respondents said they liked to wear western-style 
suits ( Xu 2002: 245)10. 
Also, students are more tolerant toward other people' choices. According to Xu, 
“ in the 1986 survey of 3,970 people (77.5 percent of them between sixteen and 
thirty-five years of age) in twenty cities, there was an interesting question. Several 
friends chatted. "A" said a person should have elegant taste and good education, 
while the sordid philistine ways of a person were disgusting. “B，，said s/he did not 
like the sordid philistines either, but as long as they did not hamper others, it would 
not matter. "C" said people should not require others to follow their own life-style; 
how a person lived was none of anyone else's business. With whom do you agree? 
The result showed that 32 percent chose “A,”. Some of the 16.4 percent accepted the 
argument of "B," and 51.5 percent agreed with “C.，’ In other words, over two-thirds 
of the surveyed people had a more individualistic and pluralistic perspective in 
viewing the issue of life-style" (Xu 2002: 102^\ 
4.3.5 Marriage and Sex 
Further information refers to Luo Xiuyun. "Zhongguo de yang xiaofei" (The western-style 
consumption in China). Fujian qingman(Fujian Youth), November 1989, 20-23. 
n Further information refers to Zhongguo qingnian, September 1986, p.26. 
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One of the important changes in the attitude on marriage is the increase in 
divorce rate. Students emphasized individual feeling more than commitment in a 
relationship. The divorce rate is increasing in a rapid speed. In 1980, there were only 
210.000 cases in the whole country. When the marriage law was revised in 1981, the 
divorce rate risen to 430,000 at that year. It increased eventually from 500,000 to 
800,000 between the year 1986 and 1990. Young couples occupy a large portion 
among the divorce cases. For example, in the study in Shanghai, young couples 
accounted for 72 percent of the total divorce rate in 1985, while in mid-1980s, young 
couples (between twenty-six and thirty-five years old) occupied over 60 percent of 
total divorces in the country (Xu 2002: 109)12. can be found that the youth regard 
individual happiness as more important than responsibility and family obligation (Xu 
2002: 163). 
Traditional sexual morality is facing a huge challenge too. Affected by the 
western ideas' of sex liberation, Chinese youth upheld a more liberal view 
concerning the sex issues. According to Xu, “as early as in 1982, in a survey of 
young workers in eight factories in Beijing, some 17.3 percent of the 283 unmarried 
respondents under thirty years of age thought that the western theory of sexual 
freedom should be applied to China, while 28.9 percent of them rejected the idea, 
nearly half (48.7 percent) were not clear about their stand (247)". A survey which 
targeted on female youth from sixteen universities in shanghai showed that only 20.8 
percent of the total respondents (N=l,146) really opposed to pre-martial sex. Some 
77.9 Percent accepted it in various degrees. Female hold a more 'conservative sense' 
when compared to male. Among the 77.9 percent, 30 percent of the female 
respondents chose "others can have it but not themselves". This indicates that sex 
Further information refers to Xu Anqi, "Qingnian fttfu lihim zengduo yuanyin xi," 24, and Teng 
Jialin, "Lihun an yi zhan minshi an shouwei". 
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morality among students is no longer dominated by the traditional values. Students 
uphold a more pluralistic view on the moral issues, without a clear moral judgment 
on it (Xu 2002: 
4.3.6 Traditional Values 
Many changes occurred in the 1980s. In spite of this, some traditional values 
still persisted among the youth. Julia Kwong points out that although students had 
strong desire for personal aspiration, they still upheld some tradition values. For 
example. Security was still preferred by a large number of students. They valued the 
support of their extended family and were willing to work in their hometown or 
province in a study in 1984. Also, family was still, exercising strong influence on the 
students. Students treasure strongly the traditional values, especially, filial piety. 
Parents' advice was still important for the students. (Kwong 1994: 254). For the 
marriage matter, although the degree of family influence was weakening, family still 
acquired an important position among the students. A survey showed that only 0.31 
percent of the student wanted their parent to decide for them. Students wanted to 
make decision by themselves without intervention from others. But still, some of the 
60 percent of student thought that they needed their parents' advices, although they 
might not follow it ultimately (Xu 2002: 108)^^ 
4.3.7 Generation Gap 
Parents and the student are the two distinct generations. They exhibit a very 
different ideology and value system toward life as they grow up under different 
social situations. Conflicts/clashes between youth who were borne in 1980s and their 
13 Ma Jianqing, "Hunqian xing xingwei de daodeji qita," p.40. 
14 An Guoqi and Xu Wenxin, "Zhongguo qingnian himlian guan de bianhua ji mianlin de maodun," 
p. 16; and Shan Guangnai, "Zhongguo qingnian himlian guan de bianhua qushi," p.4. 
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parents are intense. It is an important source to illustrate the tension between 
generations with a family. Parents were upset by their sons as they had lost the 
passion of commitment and the sense of mission. Also, they were disappointed and 
frustrated for the decline of morality among the youth. They were proud of 
themselves, and hoped their son/daughter to follow their routes. However, on the 
youth's side, they thought that their father's generation was out-dated as the society 
was transformed. They believed that new values were needed in the new era. This 
kind of different expectations would generate tension and conflicts. The authoritarian 
control of the youth would result in resistance as the youth were more concerned 
with their individual value and autonomy (Xu 2002: 170-204). 
4.3.8 Being an Individual 
From the above data, we can see that the increasing concern on individual value 
and autonomy. Individuals no longer depend on state while individual interest is 
overriding the collective one. A study in illustrated that more youth choose to 
depend on self (46 percent), rather than seek for from family(22 percent) or 
organizations (13.3 percent) when they have difficulties (Xu, 2002, 103 The main 
trends of the change in youths' values will be summed up by Xu statement. 
According to him, "compared to what they had thought and done four or five years 
previously, Chinese youth in the mid-1980s were prone to be less idealistic and more 
utilitarian. They were concerned less with social issues and more with their personal 
lives. They depended less upon authorities(organizations and parents) and acted more 
on their own. Moreover, youngsters appeared more flexible in moral judgment as 
well as in their pursuit of individual vales and diverse goals. They began to tie 
Further information refers to Yuan Xiaohua. "Bianhua zhong de Wuhan qingnian sixiang quannian" 
in Qingnian yanjiu 6(1985):5-11. 
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together individual success and materialist enjoyment and see both as important parts 
of life. In contrast, their interest in politics and social-oriented ethics gradually faded. 
Under the influence of official propaganda and attracted by exemplars from the West, 
youths began consciously to relearn and readopt “modern ways of life" to replace 
what they considered the outdated, if not all "feudal" and “traditions，”’(Xu 2002: 
114). 
However, Xu also argues that youth in the 1980s was experiencing a 
“coexistence” and "contradiction" between “tradition，，and “new，’ discourses in value 
systems. This contradiction generates two ways of tensions, that are the tension 
between "old" and "new" values and the tension generated by the 
compartmentalization of youth's ideas from their actions. They may acquire different 
and even contradicting values at the same time. Youth occupied a 'situational ethics' 
on “the concept of morality and commodity,，，"righteousness and profits", and 
"society and individuals", which means there was no dominated and universal 
answer for the above issues. Rather, the youth would apply different approaches 
toward different situations. In this sense, the degree of tradition values and the 
modern values, which constitute the value system of today youth, is still a debatable 
question (Xu 2002: 157-169 ). 
4.3.9 Confusion and Frustration among the Youth: I Have Nothing! 
The reform success in the early stage results in people's high expectation on the 
increase in living standard. However, people began to realize the defects of the 
reform and felt disappointed in the late 1980s. The rise in inflation rate and 
corruption aroused the discontent of the people. The increase in income gap between 
the poor and the rich also destroyed the dream for better life among the public. A 
survey conducted in 1987 revealed that 83.7 percent of the respondents dissatisfied 
67 
most with “the Party's bad work style, bureaucratism, corruption". Even the youth 
felt discontent with the reform. They participated actively in the reform and 
organized protests and movements, urging for political reform. However, their 
motivation of movement was largely based on the material interests as the reform 
would directly affected their interests and their fate of future. Still some active 
members of the movement regarded that they had the social responsibility to reform 
China. But their enthusiasm were turn down by the movement of "bourgeois 
liberation" and the suppression in 1989. In addition, students felt frustrated for the 
diversification of values. They do not know what was the meaning of their life and 
what they needed to strive for. Neither, they did they share any faith in life. Many 
discussions were held in the youth magazines (like China Youth Daily) about this 
issue. Although the reform brings along freedom to the students, they though that 
their social privileges were deteriorated by the reform. The phrase that "designing 
nuclear booms was less lucrative than selling pickled eggs" can illustrate that 
confusion on social values among students. They felt worried and frustrated about 
their Mure, since college education could not guarantee a good prospect at that 
moment. Feeling lost and uncertainties were the general phenomenon among the 
generation. Xu states “the awakened self was bound to look for new meanings in life 
and for revised connections between self and the real world. Until they found 
satisfactory answer, they could not escape from loneliness and anxiety... • But more 
alternatives and freedom also caused new restlessness — a feeling of loss and 
uncertainty. What should they choose? On the surface, they had chosen their careers; 
but in fact this was a choice of values，，(p.l50). Cui Jian song's “I have nothing" 
captured the spirit of the youth when it was first released. The youth identified 
themselves with the image rendered by the song. It is important to note that the song 
clearly illustrated the dilemma the youth were facing and they urged for searching 
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faith and values in life. The searching process is still on going. So, what is the 
cultural form of this new generation is an unanswered question (Xu 2002: 116-154). 
4.4 The Study 
Thus, This study attempts to give an answer to this question. What will be the 
value system of the youth today when market has been further developed? Market 
values and individualized life situations would set individual free, culturally, from 
traditional values, physically, from family ties. Has any change of values occurred 
among the youth in nowadays? Thus, this research will be focused on the students' 
mentality toward public and private life under the struggle between traditional values 
and market values. To what extent, traditional values persist and influence student's 
attitude? Qualitative study will be adopted to illustrate the deep feelings and 
struggles of the students when facing the dynamic situations. 
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Chapter 5 
Public life - Community and the State 
5.1 Community 
5.1.1 Reasons for Living in Xia Du Village 
1. Search for Personal Space and Privacy 
In university, the personal space for the students is limited in the dormitory. Ten 
to twelve undergraduates live a room which is around 10 square feet. Apart from 
the limit in personal space，students find that it is very inconvenient to share a 
room with so many people as they have different living habits. Since some 
roommates go to bed early at night, they will feel uneasy to chat with others or to 
turn on the light. Some students complain that they can not concentrate on study 
as their roommates are playing and chatting together. This creates much 
disturbance for the students who want to have a quiet environment. Besides, 
privacy cannot be obtained in this crowded living environment. Because of the 
poor condition in dormitory, many students have moved to Xia Du. Students who 
plan to attend the Postgraduate Entrance Examination will live in Xia Du as they 
think that Xia Du can provide them with a personal space and quiet environment. 
2. Search for Autonomy 
There are many rules and constraints in dormitory. For example, after eleven 
O'clock, the door of the hostel will be closed. If the students want to get in, they 
have to sign at the entrance. If they have signed more than three times, they will 
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have some punishments. So, many students will climb up the wall when they 
return after eleven O'clock. The freedom of entry and exit is one of the 
attractions for living in Xia Du Village. They enjoy living in Xia Du because they 
can return to their room anytime they like. Moreover, it is more convenient if 
they want to invite some friends to play and hang out at mid-night. Apart from 
that, one of the most important reasons for them to live outside is that they can 
bring their boy/girlfriends to their room and stay overnight. My interview reveals 
that many students live in Xia Du in the motive of cohabitation. Rooms in Xia Du 
provides a wonderful space for them to enjoy sex which is difficult to attain in 
dormitory. One student commented that "it is more convenient to have a room in 
Xia Du, although I may not always go to there, I can go there with my boyfriend 
sometimes, instead of going to hotel". Besides sex, students who played band 
also enjoy renting a room in Xia Du. Since it is too noisy for them to practise in 
dormitory, they need to find a room in Xia Du, so that they can practise more 
freely. 
Remarks: The Importance of Freedom 
The reasons they move to Xia Du are varied, but one common thing they share is 
that they all have strong will to lead their life on their own. Freedom is the core value 
they shared where Xia Du Village fulfills their needs. The high demand in the rooms 
in Xia Du reveals the liberating sense of students. They emphasize autonomy and 
privacy and dislike the constraints of the dormitory. 
5.1.2 Interaction in the Community 
1. Functional Interaction 
The relationship and interaction between students and community is mainly 
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functional. That means, interaction with other members in the community occurred 
only if they need to satisfy some personal needs (like buying foods or eating in 
restaurants). What the students search for is personal space and freedom, thus, it is 
not surprising to know that the interaction of the students with the community 
members is rather limited. Students only concern their own life and have no 
sentiment toward the community. The reason of lack of sentiment is mainly because 
students know quite certain that living there is temporal. They will move to another 
places which have a better condition once they find a job after graduation. For this 
reason, developing sentiment is unnecessary. Students therefore, maintain an 
impersonal relationship with the community members. 
2. Lack of Trust in the Community 
�The Min gong 
The heterogeneity of population not only results in the lack of trust of the 
community, but also intensifies the lack of interaction among different residents. The 
unpleasant experiences encountered by the students in the community help to shape 
the bad impression toward the village. One of the problems of the community is that 
stealing is common inside the village. The students' belongings, such as computers 
and mobile phones are easy targets of the thieves. Thieves always commit crime at 
night; they enter the room through windows or directly through the doors secretly. 
With some luck, some students may discover it early enough to avoid the loss of 
properties while others may suffer a loss. Min gong are the suspects of the crimes. 
One student said that “ The min gong often gather and drink beer at night. If at that 
night, we heard a very large sound which seemed that they were happy, which means 
the reward of that day was plentiful and they were celebrating now". Students 
generally hold that min gong are responsible for the disorder and disorganization of 
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the community. The comments toward min gong are negative according to the 
students. As they come from different places from the country, it is difficult to know 
the background of min gong. Besides, their quality (素質）are very low due to the 
low educational level. It shows that students draw a clear boundary between 
themselves and the min gong and they regarded that the min gong are dangerous. The 
negative feeling contributes to the difficulty in establishing trust, and thus, hinders 
the interaction. 
�The Peasants 
Students' comments on the peasants, who are the property owners (they call 
fang ^/0«对房東])of the shops and rooms are varied. Some of them think that the 
peasants are very calculative and impersonal. Students perceive that the peasants are 
benefited by the market reform as they no longer need to farm. They use the lands to 
construct buildings and then rent them out. The rental fees they earned are their main 
sources of income. They are rich and there is no need to work. They are regarded as 
absentee landlords as they are living in community, ironically, according to the 
students, they buy Shengpinfang(^ppM)in other parts of Guangzhou and only show 
up in front of the students when they need to collect the rental fees. Therefore, 
interaction between the students and the landlords is rare. Some students thought that 
the fang dong are utilitarian. As one student commented that "their attitude toward 
you is just like they want to earn your money, for example, when we rent a room, 
firstly, we just gathered information through the middleman. But when we moved in, 
direct interaction with fang dong will be established. At the beginning, they will give 
you some advantages, but once you have been them money, they will not think about 
you any more. They will not consider your situation and they consider nothing 
actually. For example, they will not state clearly that you need to pay fees such as 
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security fee, water supply fee and electricity fee at the beginning. To put it in a 
simpler way, they will not consider you once they got the money. For example, 
originally, you want to stay for a month, but if you want to move out after a few days, 
the fang dong will not return back the money to you. I am studying law and know 
that they are violating the contract (no contract is made actually), but no one is 
willing to sue, it is because they are people from Xia Du，, they are from "that side". 
We are afraid that we will encounter some troubles. So, I haven't complained." 
Students will have the impression that avoidance of interaction is more 
preferable. One student thought that the peasant will make fuzz and come after you if 
you hit them by accident. When you pay a bill after dinner, the managers will 
demand the exact fare even though you may not get enough change. Although 
many of the students regard that the community members is not that trustable, some 
do think in another way. One student shared his experience, “I never met anyone who 
is very bad in Xia Du, fang dong treats me like his son". One student even told me 
that 'when I decided to leave, fang dong detained me as he thought that I was a good 
tenant". A student shared her experience with me when I asked her if she had any 
unforgettable experience in Xia Du.. She thought of an old man who was a shop 
owner in Xia Du. “I remember that one day, I just bought a pack of paper which cost 
eight dollars. That old man said three times 'thank you’ to me. It really embarrassed 
me. Really unforgettable! It is because I feel that services in Guangzhou are 
relatively poor. That is if you don't give them[services providers] money, they will 
not think of you. But that old man said three times 'thank you’ to me. I think that he 
is quite good. Even now, I don't know why he said three times 'thank you' to me." 
5.1.3 Social Relationship in Xia Du 
From the students' comments and experiences, we know that the community is 
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not totally commercialized and the relationship is not completely impersonal. Some 
students do have some pleasant experiences when they get along with the Xia Du 
people. But from the data, we know that interaction between students and members 
of Xia Du is very rare, and it is mainly based on interests, that is the relationship 
between buying and selling. Students interact with them only because they have 
some needs which have to be fulfilled through the community, such as finding rooms, 
paying rental fee, buying things and eating in restaurants. They don't think that they 
need to maintain a good relationship with other people. So, they just maintain 
minimal interaction with the community members. What they concern most is their 
own life, so, they try to avoid in-dept connection with the community. 
It is interesting to point out that respondents make a very clear distinction 
between students and the Xia Du people {fang dong and min gong). Generally, they 
distrusted the Xia Du people, but they tend to trust their students' neighbours or the 
young man who graduated from SunYat-Sen University more because they share 
similar backgrounds. Some respondents have developed a good relationship, and 
meet new friends with their neighbours. When asking them the most unforgettable 
experience in Xia Du, their answers are mostly related to their friends or neighbours, 
such as hanging out at mid-night, drinking beer with classmates and celebrating 
birthday in a pub with friends etc. Some of the students do enjoy the life in Xia Du, 
or they do have their community life. However, their life transcend over region, 
which means their experiences are mainly related to people, with no connection to 
the community. Some students even do not have any memorable experience in Xia 
Du as their mentality is, “I just live there, nothing special”. 
5.1.4 Passive Response to the Problems 
What is more interesting is that, most of students dislike Xia Du, and they are 
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dissatisfied with it. Nevertheless, they do not have the incentive to make change of it, 
although the defects of the community will directly harm their interests and affect the 
life in Xia Du, such as stealing and noise created by the construction works of the 
next building. Students comment that complaint is useless in Xia Du, though most of 
them had not tried before. Some students have complained to their fang dong, 
however, no action has been taken to improve the situations. The students explained 
the reason for the usefulness of making a complaint and said it is because lands are 
the private property of the peasants. The village has its own autonomy with their own 
security force to maintain the safety of the village and the tenants are required to pay 
security fees. Complaint is meaningless because no one will consider it. In addition, 
fang dong will not be afraid of losing clients, because the demand for rooms in Xia 
Du is high. The attitude of the fang dong is, “if you feel discontent, you can choose 
to leave". Some fang dongs are nicer; they would explain the situations to the 
students. The fang dongs say that they have no power to control the acts of other fang 
dong. What they can do is to persuade the other fang dong not to start construction 
works at night, or at early morning. In sum, the data suggests that students will not 
take concrete action to improve the situations. 
L No Collective Action 
To certain extent, the students are rational as they knew clearly the realistic 
situation in Xia Du. They understood that as students, or tenants, no method can be 
effective. They accept and legitimatize the situations and think that they cannot do 
anything to change it, or to make a better environment. Their bargaining power is 
low as they fail to group together to form a collective force. The students do not have 
a strong sense of right, or they do not have the consciousness to organize themselves, 
or to protect themselves at a collective level. Everybody understands Xia Du has 
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problems, which will deteriorate their life, but no one has the sense to improve it. 
They respond to it in a rather passive way. Some think that they have adapted to the 
situations already, while other students find that the environment is still acceptable, 
as the male dormitory is often that messy too. For those students who dislike the poor 
condition will avoid contact with the community as much as they can. Therefore, it is 
not surprising to find that they stay in their own room all the times when they are in 
Xia Du. For the students who cannot tolerate the poor condition, they will return to 
their dormitory. 
5.1.5 The Improvement of Dormitory 
Quite a number of students returned back to hostel due to the poor condition of 
Xia Du. Apart from that, another important reason which prompts student to move 
back is the improvement of the living condition in dormitory. The increase in number 
of hostels leads to a decrease in the number of students living together in one room. 
For undergraduates, there are now six students sharing one room on the average. For 
postgraduates, some share a room with four students, while some share with only two. 
Compared with the previous conditions, the living condition in dormitory has been 
improved a lot. But still, students find that the room is crowded. There is no privacy 
and personal space in the dormitory. So, many students will prefer to move to Xia Du 
if they can afford the living expanses. 
5.1.6 Mobility of the Students 
Moving back and moving out is very common among students. Even within the 
community, they move frequently too. Most of the students have more than one 
experiences in searching rooms and moving to a new room in Xia Du. If they 
dissatisfy with the room, they will find another room quickly. The mobility of 
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students contributes to the little connection among the neighbours. It's hard to 
develop a long and deep relationship if they move so frequently. 
5.1.7 Freedom in the Community 
Therefore, we can know very clearly that the point that students admire mainly 
is the freedom the community. So, even the condition is poor in Xia，Du, they still 
think the place is valuable. Xia Du provides a space for them to escape from 
constraints (regulation from the hall); to guarantee privacy and freedom, to attain 
what they desire. Ng who has moved to Xia Du because of playing band is the typical 
case for searching freedom in Xia Du. He said it was extremely noisy to practise 
music in hall. So, they(the band members) had to find a place in Xia Du as their band 
room. He found that it was difficult to search for a suitable place as it might also 
cause complaints from the neighbours. As a result, they had moved about eight times 
in Xia Du within two years. They were not living together but each of them took the 
turn to stay there. Each member would stay half year. He said it was quite harsh 
living in Xia Du especially in summer, as there was no air-conditioner, so he felt very 
hot in the room. Nevertheless, he still appreciated the freedom in Xia Du as he said, ” 
no one will care about what you do in here". So, students think that the living 
environment in Xia Du is still acceptable as they do not have high expectation for it, 
some even think that they are just tenants, so they should not have a high demand on 
it. 
Freedom can generate some opportunities for students. One respondents named 
Jack appreciated the free environment in Xia Du. He said that his friend who 
graduated from Sun Yat-Sun University, successfully obtained commercial 
opportunity in Xia Du. Jack's friends has invested a take away shop in the 
community targeting on the university students both living in Xia Du and in the 
dormitory. He was the first one to use "QQ" (a communication software through 
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internet) to order fast food and promise the arrival of lunchbox within twenty 
minutes. Using QQ to order food was a fresh idea which turned out a huge success. 
Since his idea met the need of the students, his friend's is planning to expand his 
business. He is planning to open another shop in another university which has a 
community nearby too. Jack appreciated the openness and fairness of Xia Du. He 
described Xia Du in that way, "The competitive environment in Xia Du is very fair, 
there is nothing like protecting fee, nor requirement for any operation license. You 
just need a house, some cooks and workers, then you can start a business". 
5.1.8 The Openness and the Disorder in Xia Du 
The openness of Xia Du reflects the loose control of the community. Regarding 
this characteristic, students have mixed feelings to it. They, on the one hand, 
appreciate the freedom and loose control in the community, so that they can do what 
they want as long as not affecting others or getting no complaint from others. On the 
other hand, they are annoyed by this 'disorganized' environment, disgusting the poor 
condition and insecurity. In facing this dilemma, some students will choose to stay, 
while some decide to move back to their hostel, depending on how great the urge or 
the need they have. One point common among students is that they don't have any 
concern for the community. It is stupid to ask whether they have any sense of 
belonging toward that community. It is understandable as it is difficult to gather 
feeling to a community which you feel insecurity and also if you distrust the 
members of the community. Like Jack, when he planed to rent a house in Xia Du, he 
kept a baldhead to scare people away by maintaining a 'stern face'. This act clearly 
reflects how students distrust the community and do not have the sense of security in 
the community. 
Xia Du Village is not a rural village anymore in the face of the market force. 
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Peasants earn profits from renting lands and rooms. Restaurants and entertainment 
activities appear to meet the demands of students. Although the village seems quite 
commercialized, institutions have not well developed yet. There are no concrete rules 
and regulations to guide behaviors and commercial activities. The most explicit 
example is they do not have any contracts concerning the rental activities. Whether 
the interaction is pleasant or not is largely dependent on what kind of persons you 
have encountered. So, it can explain that why students may have different 
perceptions toward the community. License is not required to operate a shop or a 
restaurant in Xia Du. The fact that no supervision has required for the quality of food 
and services has resulted in a fluctuation in quality. Still, there are many shops 
selling pirate VCD openly which is popular among students. Xia Du may have its 
own operating system in which Xia Du people may share some norms among 
themselves. But from the students' eyes, there is no norm or rule. They just do what 
they want. 
5.1.9 The Community Life 
The characteristic of the community life of the student can be described as "in 
the community, but not of the community". No sense of belonging and participation 
can be found among the students. Even though their interests are threatened, they are 
lack of incentive to make change of it. No common norm or value is shared among 
the members of the community. Their participation is functional without attachment. 
Xia Du Village is different from the traditional community. In the traditional village, 
similarities and strong ties of kinship will generate effective social control in the 
community. Also, members of the community have strong feeling toward their 
community. Xia Du is just the opposite. Under the markertization force, rental 
market becomes the main part of economy in the community which results in the 
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propensity of restaurants and entertainment activities. These attract students and min 
gong to live in it. The heterogeneity of population further breaks the ties of the 
community. Market values are the most dominating values in the community. Social 
interactions are governed by market ideology. For the peasant, what they concern is 
to maximize profit and self-interest. For the students, their relationship between the 
community members is based on money, which is the relationship between buying 
and selling. No other feeling is involved in the interaction. Also，the interaction is not 
backed up by institutions. From the above analysis, we can know that no concrete 
rules or regulations are applied in order to safeguard the interactions. Social control 
is loose and no social trust can be established as a result. Lack of the support of 
institutions will cause further expansion of self-interest without constraints and this 
will make the community become more disorganized. 
5.1.10 The Liberating Spirit among the Students 
In facing this chaotic and disorganized environment, being consumers, students 
do have bargaining power as they can choose to involve or not to involve in the 
transaction. In fact, some had chosen to leave. But still the large number of students 
who chose to stay reflects their strong desire for individual freedom. They value the 
isolated and impersonal social relationship. Although one can argue that it is normal 
for their detachment to the community as their community life is temporary, their 
detachment is significant in understanding their mentality in public domain. Firstly, 
they did not take an active role to change the environment which affect their life 
directly. Secondly, they accept and justify this situation with the market values. They 
think that village is the private property in which the peasants can enjoy autonomy 
from the government. Therefore, they cannot do anything to change the situation. 
Some even think that this is an advantage as they can also enjoy freedom in this 
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place. The community satisfies the students' strong sense of liberating spirit. Ping is 
one of the examples. She was brought up in a traditional patriarchal family in which 
her father has great authority. She obeys to her father and does what her father wants 
her to do, such as choosing her major in the university. Since her father is running a 
Chinese medicine business, he wants her to study medicine (藥學).Although she 
was not interested in the subject and found the subject meaningless, she obeyed to 
her father's decision. She always found she had no ability and lacked independent 
thinking. However, she had some breakthrough. She decided to live in Xia Du 
secretly as she wanted to get more connection with the outside world. She knew that 
her father must disagree, so she dared not to tell her father. As her father gives her a 
call every Saturday night, she will come back to dormitory at that time to receive his 
call. She will stay in Xia Du on weekdays and her classmates will help her to lie if 
her father calls suddenly. Moving out is the first thing to be done by herself without 
the influence of her father. She enjoys this feeling. However, her life in Xia Du is 
very isolated and boring. Since she is worried about the security, she does not take 
many things (even computer and mobile phone)to her room. Also she has not found 
any part-time job in Xia Du up till now, which she originally planned to do in order 
to contact more with the other social environment. Sometimes, she feels quite bored 
and sad at night. But still, she will keep on living in Xia Du. This case demonstrates 
the liberating spirit among the university students. This is also a typical case to 
illustrate the students' perception not only on community life, but also their attitude 
on public life. The marketization environment in Xia Du provides a place for them to 
liberate themselves from constraints and to acquire freedom and privacy in it. 
5.1.11 Conclusion 
We can conclude some important points from the above stories in Xia Du. 
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Firstly, they admire market as it has a strong liberating spirit which enables them to 
fulfill their desire through market transaction. Secondly, they exhibit a strong sense 
of individualism. However, this does not imply that they are isolated. They still have 
close interaction with their friends, although they live outside, some even keep their 
dormitory in order to keep in touches with friends. Very few people are living alone 
in Xia Du. They have no concern for the community and maintain an impersonal 
relationship with the community members only. This kind of interaction, is regarded 
as acceptable and is treated as a kind of advantage of the community because privacy 
can be maintained. Thirdly, although the defects of the community will directly 
affect their life, they do not have the sense to improve it. This is a very clear 
indicator to show students no longer regard public interest as their priority of 
concern. 
5.2 Politics 
The community life in Xia Du provides the empirical sources to indicate the 
students' perception on public life and how they interact with others in public 
domain. However, in order to draw a fuller picture on their perception in public 
sphere, attitudes toward politics have to be understood as well, because it is 
important to examine how they define the boundary between individual and the state. 
Moreover, exploring how they make sense of their life can help us to see their value 
system. 
Western civilization highly praises the dignity of man and regards the right of 
human is sacred and thus more important than anything else. This is a universal 
doctrine shared among the western people. This value contributes to the formation of 
western political ideology. Classical liberalism emphasizes the supreme right of the 
individual and glorifies negative freedom which values the minimal control from the 
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outside force(state etc) It is regarded that one can do anything as long as he does not 
break the laws or harm others. This basic consensus is shared among people and is 
regarded as an ideology of foundation of western democracy (Lui & Chen 2001: 
373-374). 
5.2.1 The Boundary between Individual Right and the State Power 
Unlike liberalism which has clear definition of the power concept, the attitudes 
of this group of students toward politics are mixed and sometimes contradictory. 
When asked how they defined the boundary between individual right and state 
poweri6, some students thought that the individual right should be larger than the 
state power. They distrusted the power of the state and did not think that what they 
had done are really for the well being of the people. One student said in this way, “I 
am this kind of person.... that why I love American. If the power of the state is 
overweighed, I will question why you (the state) could have this power to control 
others. I think they don't have (that power). I dislike especially those who sacrifice 
themselves in the name of upholding the collective interest. Everybody should have 
his/her own autonomy to choose his/her own road. You don't need to plan for him. I 
oppose strongly to the expansion of state power. For example, American expands 
their control after 9-11. I think this policy is unreasonable. I think you can't 
forbidden the entrance of Chinese students and oversea students to go to America in 
the name of anti-terrorism, ... I think it is unfair". He questioned the politicians who 
always motive others to pay for the country. "Just like it is taken-for granted for 
pursuing collective interest. I don't think this is really the case. The real outcome is 
not really the case. They promote change but the result remains the same all the 
times. It is unnecessary!". This student stresses the negative freedom which regarded 
that individual right should be larger than the state. He values 'freedom from' 
16 Please refer to the interview question number one in the politics part in appendix III. 
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cohesion and resents the strong influence of the state in controlling citizens' freedom 
and limiting their rights. Concerning freedom, some students perceive it from 
different dimensions. They emphasize ‘freedom to' rather than ‘freedom from'. 
'Freedom to，is regarded as positive freedom, which emphasizes the individual's 
ability to attain freedom. So, in this dimension, individual freedom and right has a 
precondition. They thought that if a person did not have the quality or ability to 
exercise his right, giving them personal right or freedom was meaningless. One 
student gave an example to explain his viewpoint, "constitution safeguards the 
freedom to travel for the citizen, but it is useless if you don't have the ability to buy 
the ticket. So, freedom is meaningless if you do not have enough ability to exercise it, 
so I think that money is very important ” It indicates the students' emphasis on the 
concept of “freedom to" and they regard that freedom is not an absolute concept, but 
needs the attainment by the individual. 
In sum, students hold an individualistic view toward the definition between the 
individual and the state. They think that individual right should be higher than the 
power of state. They do not trust the state power and regard that it will weaken the 
individual right. 
Even for the students who think that state should have more power than 
individual, they still hold a utilitarian view toward the issue. This type of students did 
not treat individual right as a supreme doctrine or a goal that needs to attain. They are 
quite practical and realistic on the contrary. Students thought that the state should be 
powerfiil in order to uphold the social order of the society. If the individual power 
was larger than the state, society would be in chaos as no one could control and 
constraint the individual's interests. Some students even commented that the state 
power was not strong enough at the moment since the crime rate was high. They 
regarded that a strong state could help to maintain the well being of the society. 
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Although some students commented that state power nowadays was overweighed, 
they thought that it was acceptable and understandable as China was experiencing a 
transitional phase. Especially as China was a large country with huge population, a 
strong state was needed to maintain the social order of the country. Students believed 
strong state was important to sustain the stability of the society and it was essential 
for the economic development in China. It is found that this group of students share a 
subject political culture. According to Almond and Verba, the characteristics of the 
subject political culture are "high frequency of orientations toward a differentiated 
political system toward the output aspects of the system, but orientations toward 
specifically input objects, and toward the self as an active participant, approach zero" 
(Almond and Verba 1963:19). Students who are characterized as subject political 
culture recognize government authority in upholding the social order of the society. 
However, they are less concerned with the "input objects”，which means that they do 
not care about the process of the formulation of government, and are less enthusiastic 
in supervising the power of the state. Rather, they are output-oriented. In other words, 
they concern whether the policies will affect their personal life. The data suggests 
that the ideology of the students are practical. That means if the consequence of 
system is beneficial to them, they will legitimate the power of the state. They think 
that state should be strong in order to maintain the stability of the country as it is 
ultimately beneficial to their self-development. The students are holding a dual 
expectation toward the role of the state. On the one hand, they want a strong 
government to enhance the social order and welfare in public domain. On the other 
hand, they dislike the social penetration of the state. They demand for the absence of 
intervention from the state in private sphere, such as censorship in web and 
televisions. The ideal situation is that the government provides a tight control at the 
macro level so that a friendly environment can be maintained for individual 
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development. In the private domain, a loose control of their personal life is 
maintained, so that the students can do what they want. In other words, they regard 
that the power of state should be strong in economic and national dimensions, so it 
would facilitate economic growth, but this power cannot be that large which resulted 
in the weakening of their autonomy and freedom in their private life. 
5.2.2 As a Passive Participant 
Strong sentiment and commitment toward the country is no longer shared 
among the students, this is an important indication for the change in attitudes. When 
asked whether they think that active participation is necessary for being a good 
citizen, some students thought that if everyone handled his/her own affairs well, 
he/she had already fulfilled the responsibility of a citizen. They shared the viewpoint 
that ‘if personal affairs cannot be handled well, it is impossible to serve the country'. 
According to one student's comment, "this is a kind of hypocrisy". There were 
students who regarded that one should not concern their personal affairs only, they 
should also concern what is happening in the country. It is because no man was lived 
without others. What was happening in the external world would definitely influence 
you. So if you understood more the external situations, it might turn out to be good 
for your personal development. Through out the interviews, no student expressed any 
idea relating to participation. Students did not link social responsibility of a citizen 
with the emphasis on participation and expression of opinions, which is very 
different from the western understanding of citizenship. In addition, the data 
suggested further that this group of students shared a subject political culture, as they 
had less concern on the role of a citizen and acted as passive participants in the 
political domain. They were interested in how the policies influenced their personal 
development. This mentality is one of the features of the subject political culture. 
87 
It is interesting to find out that students had different perceptions at cognitive 
and practical level. Questions like commitment to the country are asked to 
investigate whether they think that the demand for self-sacrifice for the collective 
interest of the next generation is reasonable" Some regarded it was unreasonable 
without any hesitation. They questioned about the motive of this demand and 
criticized that no one could define what was good for the collective. One student 
questioned, “like building GreatWall can be regarded as good for the society? or just 
for the interests of a small group of people?". This group of students are very 
individualistic in the sense that they do not regard commitment to the country as 
essential and should be glorified. They commented that individualism was something 
good. Concerning their perception toward commitment and sentiment toward the 
collective, students would answer by saying, "there is no Lei Feng any more 
nowadays". Still, many students think that the demand for sacrifice is reasonable to 
certain extent as it helps to make the whole society develop. Nevertheless, this does 
not mean that they would do what they say. Rather, they would give a different 
answer if the demands were more concrete and reduced to personal level, instead of 
just commenting on the scenario at the general level. Take one example to illustrate 
the contradictory perspective of the students. When I asked one student, who wanted 
to be a professor in the future, if he would think that it is reasonable if the 
government asked him to contribute in building a large project by providing 
physically efforts. He might need to sacrifice by leading a poor life for the well being 
of the next generation. He regarded that it is unreasonable of course if the 
government asked him to lead a poor life. He said, "If there are some people who are 
more suitable than me to sacrifice, it is unreasonable if the government still asks me 
to do so". One student's response may help to reflect their rationale toward the 
17 Refer to the interview question number three in the politic part in appendix III. 
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question. "If we stand on the leaders' position, it is necessary and reasonable to 
demand people to sacrifice but if you ask what is my viewpoints as an 
individual, I of course think that it is unreasonable". The finding supports the trend 
of the youth studies that active participation for the state or the collective is no longer 
emphasized among this group of students. 
5.2.3 Commitment toward the Country 
The analysis of their discourse suggest that students always treat themselves as 
the starting point to analyze problem and make decision. In public domain, they 
concern themselves mainly. But it is interesting to know that although they do not 
share the enthusiasm in politic and do not have the strong sense of the power of the 
state, they know the ‘model answer' at cognitive level. Students will not violate the 
social expectation (may be the official expectation only) directly. Therefore, when 
comments on the general and abstract level are asked, some of them will apply a 
'model answer' toward the problems. However if the questions are reduced to 
personal level, they are easier to show their real attitudes. 
From the analysis, it can be drawn to the conclusion that under the political 
sphere, collectivism, which emphasizes commitment toward country and submission 
of individual interest, no longer serves as the dominant value. This ideology has been 
questioned by the students. Although some students still think that collective interest 
and state power should be persisted, their concern is mainly utilitarian and 
individualistic. Market values which glorifies liberation and freedom become the 
main value among the students. 
It is not surprising to know that quite a number of them would choose to 
immigrate to other countries for better future without hesitation. A response from one 
student clearly represented this, ‘of course, go to the country which has a better 
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economic environment, will anybody choose to immigrate to Africa? Some 
students will not immigrate not because they though that they have sentiment toward 
China, but because they regard that China will have more opportunities in the 
process of modernization. Also, they are worried about the adaptation problems since 
they are accustomed to the life in China, and do not want to change. Their concern 
and rationale are market-oriented. In spite of their individualistic feature, it is worth 
discussing that family is an important factor to determine their choice. For the 
students who do not want to leave the country, their main concern is family but not 
their country. Some students would leave if the whole family members did. Family 
seems persisting its role among the students. If this is the case, it will raise an 
important question: students may experience strong tension between tradition values 
and market values under the private sphere. Since family has a great influence upon a 
person's private life, it can serve as a control system to bind a person. However, 
market will liberate the individual in two ways through the labour market and the 
community market. These two forces may create great tension in their private life as 
a result. In the following chapter, students' perception on their own development will 
be illustrated to examine how they perceive their own life under the influence on 





From the above analysis, we can know that this group of students are 
individualistic. In the public sphere, they only concern their own interests and needs 
while market ideology is the dominant guiding principle. Indeed, what will be their 
mentality toward private life will be the next question. Attitudes toward works will 
be asked to see how they perceive their own life under market economy. The 
development of market intensifies individualization force institutionally and 
culturally. At the cultural level, market promotes market individualism. One has to 
follow its mode in order to be successful in market. Individual aspiration in work is 
promoted and this may create conflict with traditional values which always discount 
individual interests. The ways students deal with the tensions help to illustrate their 
values in their mind. Institutionally, market demands individual mobility which will 
generate tension with traditional values and family too. Since in the private domain, 
individuals have close connection with their in-group members (lovers and family 
members), tensions will be created due to the differences in expectations. This 
tension will be more intensified in the private sphere as it is expected that the 
in-group members has stronger ties with the individuals. 
The choices of the individuals under dilemma will help to figure out values 
among the students. Understanding their private life enables us to view the position 
of traditional values and the attributes of individualism among students. This can 
provide insight for the social relationship of the society where institutionalized 
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individualism is developing eventually. This group of people are already assumed to 
be more individualistic among their generation. If the result turns out that they are 
individualistic even in their private life, it suggests the change in values especially 
the change in the role of traditional values and family as an institution to uphold the 
society. 
6.1.1 A Continuum 
At this moment, work is the most important concern among students. Market 
ideology exhibits a dominating position in the workplace. Labour market helps to 
foster institutionalized individualism. No matter you are willing or not, it will 
directly affect your private life once you enter the labour market. The degree of 
influence is various among the respondents. In the public sphere, students share a 
more or less common mentality, but in the private life, students' responses are 
various and diversified. Their responses can formulate a continuum, in which the two 
sides of the poles are market values and traditional values. In response to the tension 
between market values and traditional value, some students tend to recognize more 
market values, so, they occupy a frontier position in the continuum, while some still 
treasure more traditional values. Generally, two ideal types can be divided from the 
continuum. The first group of people are strongly influenced by market values, while 
the latter one are lesser in degree. Although they had different tendencies toward 
market and traditional values, it is important to find that they share some common 
attitudes toward particular values. The common values are even more significant as 
their background are so different. With different sex, educational levels (they study in 
post-secondary diploma, undergraduate and postgraduate programme) and family 
backgrounds (the are come from rural area or city while their social class are 
different: middle class or lower class). All of them welcome the establishment of 
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labour market. They regard that market not only increases the autonomy of 
individual, but also provides a fair environment for individual to compete in. 
6.1.2 The Appreciation of Market 
The retreat of the state control in job allocation increases the autonomy and 
the choices of students. They can choose their jobs through competition in market. 
This institutional change may have negative effects on the whole society. It is 
because, at the macro level, state cannot control the direction of development if the 
autonomy is given to market. Moreover, without the state allocation, unemployment 
would be increased because the less competitive people may fail to find jobs. When 
asking how they perceive this issue, students' response provided a firm and clear 
answer. They admired very much the changing of state role on job assignment. They 
appreciated the allocation of works through market. It is because they regarded that 
their talent can be actualized by market. Also market has provided a fair environment 
for them to compete in. Experiences of the former generation make the students 
believe that these two attributes cannot be obtained through state allocation. They 
distrust state allocation as they think that a person is not being placed according to 
their talents. This is actually a waste of resources according to them. Also, they 
perceive that under the state allocation era, people who have some backgrounds or 
networks with the officials had the advantage and they always successfully obtained 
better resources. Market can break these unfair situations. Through competition, the 
most talented person can acquire the best position. In the market, the amount of 
rewards depends on one's talents instead of his relationship. Allocation of work by 
market is unquestionably the best approach for individual development and the 
economic growth of the country. One student explained the rationale: "Just like being 
a professor in university, ten year ago, The income of teaching in university is very 
low, about a thousand RMB. Compared with other occupations, the social position 
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and the living standard of a professor were very low. Why this phenomenon has 
occurred? Because of state allocation! Jobs were assigned by the state after 
graduation which your ability would not be counted. But now, the situation is very 
different, if the university wanted to strengthen this department, it would pay more in 
order to attract a good professor. This is impossible in the past. Now if the 
department has money and capacity, together with the strong management power, the 
department will become powerful and is able to gain respect from others. For a 
person who occupies a high position, he can get more research funding and high 
income as a result. I think this is very reasonable!”. "Market brings along 
competition, and competition brings along development. Very fair! Nowadays, China 
is just like that. If you are capable, a university will give you five hundred thousand a 
year. Then will you choose this? How about one million? Just like a soccer club. A 
capable person deserves a high price. Reward is positively linked with ability. 
Otherwise, if the leaders in that school dislike you, and you just can't change your 
job. This will be very trouble! So, it is fairer to find job under market economy. Also 
you can develop your talents." Ability is highly emphasized among the students. 
Market creates a fair environment for the talented. One student fiirther elaborated 
how market freed individuals from background and networks. “ No matter what you 
are doing, ability is the most important. When I co-operated with others in a work, 
even though we were not matched due to the differences in personality. If he could 
perform well, I would still admire him. If he had no ability, co-operating with him 
was really terrible. Without the ability he occupied this position. If you want to do 
something, he will even block you way. I had this experience when I worked in a 
part-time job". 
Market develops rapidly in economics sector. As an institution, its ideology 
and norms also capture the mind of the students. In the face of the marktization force, 
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these two types of students not only accept but also appreciate the market logic. They 
think that competition is inevitable and necessary for the well being of the society. 
One may argue that it is normal to expect university students who acquire a higher 
social position would welcome the market ideology as they are more competitive in 
the market when compared with the rest of the population. However, when I talked to 
a student who was studying diploma course in the university, he shared the same 
market ideology with the undergraduates. He said “ I just think if you have no ability, 
you should be expelled by the society, still there are some parasites in this world. He 
has no ability, but his family has a lot of money. I just think that it is so unfair in this 
world This kind of people do not learn and work hard, but their family is rich. So, 
they can lead a good life, needless to worry about anything. Personally, I think their 
ability is not that outstanding, but they can attend good university. I am a lazy person, 
I did not work hard and also because of some family problems, I did not perform 
well in the examination. I can blame myself only The life I am living now is due 
to my laziness, not due to others." Even the people who are less competitive and 
acquire less benefit from the institution still recognize the operation of market. They 
think that life is on their own hand. If you have ability, you deserve to obtain more. 
Students appreciate the impersonality nature of market and praise individualism. 
Market is the legitimated mechanism for allocating resources and promoting upward 
mobility. 
6.1.3 The Two Ideal Types of Value System 
1. Type One :Single-Minded Individualism 
This type of people can be characterized as market individualism which are 
strongly influenced by market values. Market values occupy a dominant position in 
their value system in guiding and justifying their behavior. When they face a 
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dilemma between market values and traditional values, they articulate market values 
without any hesitation. Thus, I call this type of students as single-minded 
individualism. They tend to have a straightforward mind in making decisions. Their 
belief in life is relatively simple in the sense that they largely depended on market 
values to make sense of their life. In addition, they are the active actors in the 
economic dimension which emphasize self-development, self-aspiration and interest. 
What they concern is how they can obtain more resources under these market 
situations. They plan and calculate seriously, what profession they should study, 
which sector would have a promising prospect, how they present themselves in order 
to obtain jobs in interview. They treasure opportunity, competition and mobility and 
regard these attributes as a means to lead a successful life under the market economy. 
In the following, the distinct characteristics of this group of student will be illustrated. 
Moreover, how market influences their belief system will be revealed as well. 
�The Importance of Self-Development 
Concurred with the survey which was presented in Chapter four, students 
strongly value the opportunity of self-development in works. They think that their 
talents must be recognized by others in work. Because of this, many of them will 
1 Q ^ ^ 
choose to work under a competitive environment without any struggle . Then, they 
can show up themselves and express their talents to the others even if the working 
environment is tough in the sense that in the company competition is highly 
emphasizes among colleagues. Some students would not choose to work in such 
companies. They will choose to work in a company which emphasizes teamwork 
because they believe that even working in a group they can display their leadership 
and talents. The supervisor will still appreciate their ability. Also, they regard that 
Refer to the interview question number seven in work part in appendix III 
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individual effort has its limit, if a person is able to make use of the collective force, 
he can achieve the goals more easily and this will ultimately be good for his 
development. So, when I asked further whether they would stay in that company if 
the company definitely ignored individual effort and meanwhile, the company would 
not reward the talented individual, students would choose to leave under this 
situation. They prefer to work in the former company in which they can present their 
talents through competition. One student disliked the pressure of competition and he 
thought that his personality was more suitable to work in a group. However, if the 
situation was given that the company would not recognize the talents and the efforts 
of the individual, he would choose to work under competition even though he might 
not feel happy with the working atmosphere. This shows that students concern 
self-presentation very much in work and highly praise self-development. However, 
this does not mean that students regard work as the process of self-actualization. 
They do not focus on defining their being and meaning of life through work which 
the American middle class do (Bellah, 1985). Discourse of the students about work 
does not show that they emphasize the self-realization process through work. Rather, 
they concern material rewards more. Self-development is a means to obtain a good 
prospect which guarantees a better life in the future. 
�The Part-Time Job Experiences 
This group of students belong to the generation who were born after the 
market reform. They experience market in everyday life. As consumers, they buy and 
consume good and services. They also enter into the labour market even though they 
are still students. It is a common experience for them to do part-time jobs during 
their study. The income earned can be used to support their daily expenses. For some 
students who come from rural areas, they have to earn money by themselves as their 
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family cannot give them enough money. Even students who come from the middle 
class family will still do part-time job, so that they can buy some luxuries good (new 
mobile phone, fashion) or they can use the money for entertainment (likes going to 
bars and karaoke). The natures of the part-time jobs are varied. Generally, they work 
in services sector, such as being a salesman for certain products. For females, they 
will be dressed in the "Chinese Traditional Dress"(視袍)and serve in a reception 
counter in some restaurant which they called the work as “manner”禮儀).Some will 
be private tutors and some will deliver leaflets in the streets. The reward of the jobs 
is generally about fifty to hundred RMB a day. The income may not be enough to 
cover the living expenses, but it can relieve their burden to certain extent. It is 
believed that part-time jobs experiences are important to shape their mentality toward 
the outside world. This provides a chance for the student to have direct interaction 
with market. Moreover, it is important to provide them with the understanding of 
what the 'real world' is. Such experiences affect not only their perception on work, 
but also their mentality of life. 
Respondents viewed that part-time jobs could offer them connections with 
the society, so that they could understand how harsh working is. Then, after they 
realized the reality of the working situation, they could have better preparation for 
their future. One of the informants shared his part-time job experience when he 
worked in a "Canton Fair”（廣交會）one time. His feeling was: “Wa! It was very 
harsh at that time. It was because I got a fever but I needed to walk the whole day 
from eight O'clock in the morning to five O'clock. I was exhausted after one-day 
work. I really did not want to continue the job the next day. Finally, I worked two 
days and really found that working was very harsh and exhausting". Students began 
to realize that making money is not easy nowadays, so they have to prepare more 
before entering the labour market after graduation. 
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Part-time jobs did have great influences on some students. For example, Jack 
worked in McDonalds when he was "form three"(中學三年級）in secondary school. 
He is a year two undergraduate student who come from Shantou. Before that, he just 
studied the post-secondary diploma course in Sun Yat-Sen University. But through 
his hard-work, he passed the “up-graded examination" successfully and then became 
a undergraduates. He purposed of finding a part-time work, not because he wanted to 
strive for independence at the beginning. He went out to work just because he had a 
quarrel with his father. His father said he would not give him money if he did not 
listen to him. This incident forced him to find a part-time job to support himself. He 
had spent three year there. The lessons e learned from McDonalds is an important of 
education. He said, "Working in McDonald does not need any knowledge. You just 
need working experiences. It is because the work requires physical effort only. There 
is a rule in McDonalds, that is the freshman needs to listen to the experienced people. 
You have to do what they ask to. I was studying secondary school at that time and the 
people in McDonalds were just at primary level. They had little knowledge. This 
experience made me decide to attend tertiary education. I think I am the kind of 
person who does not like to listen to others' orders. I am used to be a person who is 
full of self-confidence and I want to become rich in the future.... At that time, I was 
afraid that I have to be ordered by others after graduation. So, I decided to study 
tertiary school". Before that, he was very naughty and lazy. But once he was 
determined to study, he worked very hard and successfully attained the 
post-secondary diploma course in university. Then, he decided to upgrade himself to 
undergraduate degree in the same subject. So, he moved to Xia Du, Isolating himself 
from friends and school life in order to concentrate on his study. Now, He is an 
undergraduate finally. 
It is not difficult to find that respondents give me the impression that they are 
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active, initiative, full of self-confident and have clear goals. Jack is the typical 
example among this group of students. His goal is to own a house and a car before 
thirty years old. In the last summer, he began to plan how much he could earn in the 
future. "Originally, I want to buy a car and a house before thirty, so that I can get 
married. Otherwise, I can't. So, I asked myself, “how about earn one million? Then, I 
began to calculate how much I needed to earn each month. I found that I needed to 
earn sixteen thousand RMB each month. This was impossible! I will not plan so 
concretely before that, but I don't know why I started to calculate last summer. Then, 
I just decided to give up some goals. According to the economic situation in 
mainland, provided everything goes smoothly, a university student could earn four 
thousand RMB a month, the income will be increased to five thousand in the second 
year, and then eight thousand in the third year. In the forth year, his salary can be 
risen to ten thousand. When I counted how much he [a university student] could earn 
at his thirty and turn out that he could earn three hundreds and ninety six thousands 
RMB. This disappointed me a lot! As this situation has assumed that everything went 
smoothly already. My dream that I am able to buy a car and a house at thirty cannot 
be fulfilled. Now, I feel very scared and am thinking this question repeatedly recently. 
I start to realize that working for others cannot earn great money, I have to run a 
business by myself. 
He realized the realistic situation but was optimistic about his future. “I had 
many ideas. There are many opportunities in the society. I am a communist member, 
I can participate in politics or apply for civil servant etc. I think that the confidence I 
present when I attend interview [can impress others]. When I resigned a summer job 
in a company, the managers asked me to stay. They thought that I gave others the 
impression that I am a trustable person. I begin to realize that this is my advantage. I 
need to develop my strength at that time, my qualification was just a diploma 
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student, but I obtained a good post as a manager assistant. I went to the interview and 
they hired me the next day. This made me feel a sense of importance. So, I am not 
too worried about my future." 
The part-time job experiences enable Jack to ‘contact,(接觸）with the society. 
He learned the technique to present himself in order to make himself more 
competitive. He said in this way: “ you can learn so much during the interview, it is 
so interesting. In the past, when the interviewer asked how much do you think you 
worth, I will reply him the amount directly. But after experiencing so many things, I 
would first tell him a story before I give an answer to him. I can handle the interview 
with ease. For example, when the interviewer first ask you the expected salary, I will 
say if I were in Guangzhou, I expected more, in Shenzhen, I would expect that 
amount, but in Shantou, I think this amount is already enough(he worked in Shantou, 
his homeland, in last summer). Then, he will ask you why do you think you worth 
that amount. I will tell him that I read an article from ‘Reader’，I read one time and 
remembered it very clearly. The article says that China now has three types of people. 
The salaries of them are ten thousand per year, hundred thousand per year and one 
million per year. For the ten thousand per year's group, although they will encounter 
some pressure such as worrying about sickness, they lead a happy life and there is no 
need to change it and make a breakthrough. For the people who earn hundred 
thousand per year, they have good education and they will have some aims for their 
future. Also, they will work hard to attain their goals. People who have one million 
salaries per year are what I call ‘golden collars'. They have a global view and can 
manipulate the market by one word. I will tell the interviewer I belong to the ten 
thousand's group and am walking forward toward the ‘golden collar' level. My 
answer is just different as I will not answer them directly now". So, Jack can say 
firmly “Job allocation by state is only applicable for the people who have low 
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self-confidence. People who have ability will believe if they explore the outside 
world by themselves, the space for self-development would be broadened while the 
opportunity to display their talents is larger too’，. 
�Market Individualism 
Market focuses on individual effort and achievement. Rationality and 
calculation are the characteristics of a modern individual. Material reward is the most 
important criteria to count whether you are successful or not. There is nothing wrong 
to search for one's own interest. Abilities to win in the competition and to attain 
goals successfully are evidences of your talents which are glorified in the society. 
One student has worked in a company as a sale of a health products company. He got 
to recognize that, “as long as I did not break the law, or violating others' interest, I 
will do anything. I will not give up [to sell products] because of face. Some people 
will find that it is embarrassing to sell the products in front of relatives and friends. If 
their friends' responses are poor, they will feel sad. So, they will not grasp the chance. 
For me, I don't think it is a problem. I can face them(friends and relatives) because I 
sincerely believe that my motive is good" as he believed that the products he 
promoted are good for health. Through the part-time experience, he has learned how 
to communicate with others. He loves his part-time job very much because the job 
was very free. “ If you work hard, you will get the prize. If you do not, you will get 
nothing". 
Students' mentality are largely occupied by the market ideology which 
emphasizes competition, maximization of self-interest and they are characterized as 
market individualism. The market values capture the mind of the students at cultural 
level and this serves as a dominating guiding principle for their life. They have clear-
goals and are able to master the rules of game (the operation of market) well. Their 
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characteristics are similar with the utilitarian individualism described in the “Habits 
of the Hearts” which highly values individual achievement. They are active, 
calculative and rational under the market transaction. Single-minded individualism 
can be used to illustrate the dominant position of market values in guiding their 
behaviours. The characteristics of the single-minded individualism concur with the 
findings of the surveys (See. Chapter 4) as they more emphasize work and 
self-development more than political commitment. It proves that this group of 
students (the single-minded individualism) have actually occupied a frontier position 
among the generation. 
2. Dynamic Individualism 
Quite different from the former group, which is strongly influenced by 
market ideology, this group of students less appreciate market values. In other words, 
it is found that they have embraced more traditional values. Unlike the former type 
which is regarded as single-minded individualism, this group of students will 
encounter more struggles and tensions in facing the market situations. Although they 
are individualistic in public world, maintaining several steps ahead among the 
generation, they encounter more struggles in the private life. Dynamic Individualism 
is used to characterize the dynamic process in their value system under the tension 
between traditional values and market values. The most explicit point to show that 
they are less market-oriented is that they dislike competition. They will not feel easy 
to work under competition. Therefore, if they can choose, they will prefer to work 
under group even though individual talents are not emphasized in that company. 
Students preferred co-operation with others and enjoy the atmosphere and the good 
relationship with colleagues. One student chose to work under group, as she did not 
feel easy in competition. When asking what was her comment on this situation: A 
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company, which emphasizes group performance and does not count individual efforts, 
may generate free riders as a result. To my surprise, she answered in this way, “may 
be I was the free-rider in fact, (laugh). I think the result of teamwork will be better. I 
think I am incapable, I hope that others will do it for me". If we measure them by the 
ruler of market ideology, they are passive, lack of adventure spirit and 
self-confidence. In this respect, they are less competitive in market. 
The part-time job experiences help students to understand the realistic society 
and provide direct connection with market. Type one students are largely influenced 
by them and think that competition is essential. A person has to equip himself well to 
fit in the marketized social situations. But for the type two students, part-time job 
experiences give them some unpleasant experiences which in fact, affect their 
attitudes toward market. One student shared his experiences: "When I worked in a 
company, I needed to work with colleagues for a project. I thought that my proposal 
was better, but since I was just a part-time worker, I listened to his ideas. The project 
was unsuccessful and that colleague blamed me as a result. I was very angry but was 
afraid to show my feeling in front of people”. One of the deep feelings which 
students have learned from the part-time work is that the working environments at 
outsides are very different from school life. "Working is very different，especially in 
the aspects of interpersonal relationship. It is simpler to get along with others in 
school, but at outside, even you are very unwilling and feel so uneasy, you have to 
pretend that you are happy. You need to co-operate with others. There is no other 
choice". This respondent had worked in school as a librarian and clerk. His feeling 
was that, "Working at outsides needs to compete, I like stable job more. This is the 
feeling produced by the experiences of part-time jobs I think it is easier to get 
along with teachers. Working in school will not be as complicated as outsides". 
Treasuring stability, students prefer to work in the government sector even 
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though opportunities are lesser. One student thought that working in government was 
simpler. “If you haven't made mistakes and maintain a good relationship with your 
supervisors, things will go easy. Also, the reward (income) is satisfactory". 
6.1.4 Dilemma between Self-Opportunity and Loyalty 
The difference between these two kind of people can be shown more clearly 
when trying to put the students into the situation of dilemma. The tendency of their 
choices reflects the values behind and these values are regarded as the core 
difference between these two groups of people. The development of market would 
inevitably create conflicts with the traditional values. Hence, the students are asked 
to make a choice between self-interest and loyalty toward their company. The 
question is what you will do, given the situation that the manager treats you very 
well and has given you many opportunities, and also, the company needs you very 
much, and it will bear a great loss if you leave, but now, there is another company 
that gives you a job with a good prospect and probably can lead a breakthrough in 
your career life. This question demonstrates the tension between individual interest 
and ren yi (仁義).Paying back to the person who is good to you is the normative 
behaviour according to the traditional value. Loyalty to the supervisors who you 
work for is also a traditional virtue. Confucianism requires the loyalty to the emperor 
(jun shi chen yi li，chen shijunyi zhong [君事臣以禮，臣事君以忠])This loyalty 
can be extended to the unit/company which a person worked in. In addition, 
traditional values regard it is inappropriate to concern self-interest only; especially 
when your action will harm others. On the contrary, the judgment will be totally 
different under the market ideology. According to the market ideology, yi and loyalty 
will not be put into consideration, since what market concerns is efficiency and 
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maximization of self-interest. In facing of the dilemma, two groups of student gave a 
different response. The choices reflect their attitudes between market values and 
traditional vales, i.e. between li and yi. 
1. Single-Minded Individualism 
For the single-minded individualism group who are more market-oriented, 
they choose to leave without any hesitation. As they think it is reasonable to choose a 
path that is advantageous for them. They used the phase, ‘a person should aspire for a 
higher position(人望高處)，to justify their decision. Under the precondition of 
self-development, loyalty to the company or a person that has treated you well is not 
put in the first consideration. To choose not to leave is regarded as a behavior of yi 
which is glorified by traditional values. Of course, this yi is nothing meaningful if we 
put it in the market context. This group of students clearly demonstrate the rationale 
of market ideology. They are rational and calculative. 
2, Dynamic Individualism 
It is interesting to find that when facing the dilemma between yi and li, some 
students attempted to maintain a balance under the tension. So, they will find another 
suitable person to replace their posts before they leave. Or, they will still leave but 
will give a helping hand to the previous company. They regard that individual 
development is important and should not be given up. However, they still consider 
the traditional virtue of j / and understand that it is improper to leave the company for 
self-interest. In spite of this, when weighing between individual interest and 
traditional virtues, they still think individual development is more important. Under 
this dilemma, they will still leave but will try to strive a balance between the 
struggles and considered ways to appease their conscience. 
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Some students regard that yi is important. It is inappropriate to leave for 
self-interest. Therefore, they will choose to stay. However, when they were asked 
whether they would feel pity to give up a valuable opportunity for their career, their 
answer was that: even they stayed in that company, they would still have opportunity 
to develop as a small company could be developed to a large company through their 
hands. "If the manager trust you, this is even a good opportunity for you to make use 
of your talents". Self-development is an important consideration for these students. 
In facing the dilemma, they will find a 'half-way' so that both the expectation of 
traditional values and market values can be satisfied. 
Still, some students will choose to stay in the company as they think they 
should pay back to the manager since he has treated them well. There is still 
somebody who treasures human relationship more than individual interest. They 
dislike competition and do not have a high demand on their life. What they want is to 
lead a simple life. They regard that satisfying basic need is acceptable. These 
students do not have a strong desire to become rich. 
It is found that this group of students articulates different degree of traditional 
values of loyalty. So, when facing the dilemma between self-interest and loyalty, they 
applied different strategies to deal with it. Some students who treasure more 
self-development will strive a balance under the dilemma. Some will give up the 
opportunity, but they will still find chances to develop themselves in the present 
company. These two kinds of students recognize loyalty as a virtue, and at the same 
time, thought that self-development is important as well. So, they will try to strive a 
balance between the struggles. Still, some students do not appreciate much the 
market values which emphasize self-development and opportunities. They prefer to 
stay in the present company because of loyalty although they will have to give up a 
valuable chance. In sum, although this type of students, which I call dynamic 
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individualism vary in the degree in terms of the traditional values they articulate, it is 
found that they are less market-oriented and have acquired an less individualistic 
ideas than type one have. Although they appreciate the emergence of market, they 
still keep the traditional value of loyalty to some degree. 
6.2 The Intimate Sphere (Love and Family) 
So far, the data suggests that students have different attitudes toward work. 
Their perceptions on work reflect their personal aspiration toward life. Students 
especially the type one group are individualistic toward out-group members and they 
are utilitarian toward work. Therefore, the next questions need to be raised are: How 
about their attitudes toward in-group members? Will they still exhibit an 
individualistic perspective toward their in-group members? Family and lovers have 
stronger ties with the individuals. They demand for individual commitment which 
will affect individual life directly (such as marriage and family responsibility). 
Individual has the pressure to sacrifice his/her interest and his/her own planning for 
the well-being of the family members (and lovers). Conflicts between the individual 
and the in-group members will be generated as a result. In the following, we shall see 
how the students characterized as single-minded individualism will deal with the 
conflicts within love and family's dimensions. As this group of students are more 
individualistic, their mentality in the private sphere will provide a strong indicator for 
exploring their value system. Thus, understanding their mentality can offer a more 
comprehensive investigation on their cultural orientation. It also helps to find out the 
extent of market's influence and the role of traditional values among this people who 
are standing in a frontline among the population. 
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6.2.1 The Choices between Self-aspiration and Love 
As in the preceding part, we know that self-development is very important for 
the students. Now given that now there was a valuable opportunity (a life-chance) to 
attain their aspiration, but their boyfriend/girlfriend objected it. Under this situation, 
students were asked to make choice between love and personal aspiration. For the 
type one students, they chose personal opportunity even though it may destroy the 
relationship with their partners. They regarded that aspiration was important as 'man 
should aspire to a broad horizon'(男兒志在四方)• "If that goal is the goal I have 
been longing for since childhood, I will choose to attain the goal". Some of them 
thought that his girlfriend should understand how important the chance was for them 
and support them instead of objecting them. If their girlfriends could not understand 
them, they thought it was not worth maintaining the relationship as this relationship 
would end sooner or later. When I asked if the decision would be different if they 
were married at that moment. One student replied in this way, "Oh! Thing will be 
easier in this case. As she is now my wife, not my girlfriend, I can make the decision 
first. After everything has settled, I will tell her. She can't do anything then" . It 
shows that personal development and aspiration are important and they are willing to 
sacrifice love to attain goals. Career development is the top concern among this 
group of students. 
6.2.2 The Tension between Individual Space and Attachment 
In a love relationship, there is always a tension between individual space and 
attachment. An individualistic person will consider their own affairs more than the 
love attachment if two of them are in conflicts. The data suggests that this group of 
people is individualistic even in love domain. They regarded individual as an 
independent entity and would put their own affairs in priority. When they were asked 
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whether they would spend a day with their lovers after a week of busy works, given 
that they had some own affairs planed to do, one more condition was added in the 
situation: they had no interested in doing the stuffs (such as accompany girlfriend to 
go shopping) that their lovers wanted to, students chose not to accompany their 
partners. Rather, they choose to finish their own stuffs first. Their explanation was 
that everybody should have personal space and respect others' interests. When I 
asked them if they would worry that their partners would get angry with this. They 
insisted on their choices and thought that their partners should not get angry. They 
also requested their partners to be more independent. Like one student said, “I don't 
like too many 'two- people times'. I will not choose a girlfriend who needs me to 
accompany her all the times. I thought two people should have their personal space. I 
would tell her to be independent". It is difficult to ask this group of students to 
sacrifice time or their own plan if it was worthy. They are very individualistic, 
rational and calculative even in love dimension. When facing a tension between 
self-interest and love, they would consider themselves first without much hesitation. 
It is worth discussing that although students vary in degree toward the 
individualistic tendency, some things are shared among them which have some 
significant implications. 
6.2.3 Common Values: Stability 
For the type one group who is characterized as single-minded individualism, 
they treasure mobility as well. They welcome jobs which require them to go around 
different places, so that they can explore the outsides world. The mentality of the 
students was that, 'Wherever there is an opportunity, they will go there'. Jack shared 
his experience: “I like to go outside to explore. In the past when I was in Shantou, 
my mind was so narrow. I could not jump out from my own framework in analyzing 
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problems. But now I am studying in Guangzhou. When I went back, I discovered that 
my mind was different from my friends in Shantou. Therefore, I can't imagine what 
will happen if I go overseas. It must be very exciting. Even the difference between 
Guangzhou and Shantou is very great already, what I will be if I go to America?". 
The data gives me the impression that this group of students valued mobility which 
was one of characteristics of market. However, when a deeper analysis is carried out, 
it shows that what they really treasure is stability in long term. Mobility is the means 
to lead a stable life in the future. They perceive that life has different stages. "When 
you are young, you should go outside to see the world, to work hard in order to have 
a better life in future. But you will come back finally... when your career has 
developed to a certain stage, it will be relative stable ”. Although they emphasize 
career, what they finally search for is a stable career foundation (this word appeared 
many times throughout the interviews), then they can establish their own family. 
Let's use Ng who is the band member as an example. He moved out to Xia 
Du as he wanted to practice band. He had repeated so many times that he valued 
freedom. He found that when he was playing band, he felt very released spiritually. 
But this does not mean that he is individualistic in the sense that he would search for 
freedom and liberation in his life. It is normal to think that this kind of people (who 
attain their individuality through arts) may not satisfy with a stable life. They are 
expected to search for excitement and passion in their life. In fact, Ng was that kind 
of person, but he searched for the passionate feeling in the 'spiritual' dimension only. 
To my surprise, his career plan showed that he treasured stability in work. He goal 
was to teach in a university. Ng's life attitude was interesting. He separated his life 
into two aspects. According to him, “ simply speaking, stable life is needed, but I can 
search for challenges at the spiritual level I received salary, and then when I 
was playing band, I felt liberated. I prefer to lead a relative stable life. Actually, 
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teaching is also like that. When you teach in lecture, it is stable. But when you 
conduct research and write your dissertation, it is more challenging". Still, teaching 
is regarded as a relative stable work in the society. This kind of work may have 
constraints on him, as the social expectation of a professor is rather conservative. 
How will he adjust to the differences? To my surprise, he did not think that being a 
professor would affect his life. It is because: "just like my friend, he is now a 
professor and he has been playing band for ten years. Once he became a fiill 
professor, he wore long hair at once. It shows that if your basic problem has not been 
settled yet and you are not in a high position, you may encounter some interventions. 
The situations in China is that the real authority in university is not professors, but is 
the appointed officers(委任書言己).They promote morality and ethics. They will tell 
you something like the personal quality of a communist member. They (the 
behaviour of the appointed officers) did not act like what a teacher should be. Under 
this situation, you may encounter some pressures, but not a huge one. If you handle 
your stuffs well, no one will bother you. This is the attractive part of teaching. If you 
work in a company, you need to wear suit. You will not have that much freedom as a 
teacher will have，’. Ng's case is a typical example. Students value freedom but they 
are realistic and practical. Stability is what they treasure. Within this foundation (a 
stable work), they can search for what they need under the constraints. Actually, their 
rationale is that they will demand for higher autonomy once they had attained a 
higher post. This can show that autonomy and stability are the values they treasure. 
It is important to discover that they regard marriage as the essential stage of 
their life. But the premise is they need to have certain degree of economic foundation 
first. They expect to get married at 27-30 years old. It can be known that marriage is 
still an important institution for them. But for the type one groups, they acquired a 
more 'liberal' view concerning the commitment of marriage. They think that it is 
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impossible to keep passion in a relationship. As everything is changing nowadays, 
there is nothing certain. Human will change also. So, if their relationship is becoming 
less passionate or they discover that the personality of each other is not suitable, 
divorce is acceptable. Individual feeling is important in a marriage. What they 
emphasized was that they would try hard to attain the relationship with the partners, 
and did not wish to come to the discussion of divorce so easily. Thus, this shows that 
marriage and family are still important for them. They prefer stability in long term. 
In this sense, their mentality is conflicting with the real market situation. It is because 
market is full of uncertainty because changes are taking place very rapidly. In this 
respect, it is hard to lead a stable life as the students wish under the market situations. 
6.2.4 Family 
Even the type one students still found that family is important for them. First 
of all, they still treat family as the essential stage for their life where stability has to 
be guaranteed (through their hard work). Secondly, students still regard that taking 
care of their parents is their obligation. Filial piety is still the virtue of a person. 
"Take care of the elderly and rearing children" are still important traditional values 
among the students. They do not question and falsify these traditional values; rather, 
they have taken it for granted. If they fail to do so, they will feel guilty for that. 
For the type one students, they do not think they will suffer from much 
tension from family concerning their personal aspiration. Since they are university 
students, family will expect that they will have a good prospect in the future. Some 
family will give advices but they will not force students to follow their advices. For 
example, one student said his parents did not wish him to start dating so early, also 
they wanted him to choose another profession. He did not listen to what their parents 
said finally. The respondent explained his parents' standpoints, "they will give me 
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advices, but whether I follow or not depends on myself. But I need to bear the 
consequences of the choice". From the data, it reveals that family control on 
individual is lessening in nowadays. 
Family will not be an obstacle for individual mobility too. Rather, family 
supports students to explore in the hope that they can be successful in the outside 
world. Hence, in the broad sense, it finds that family will not create much tension 
with individual who is so eager to attain self-aspiration and be successful in the 
market. It is because even their family members will think that they have to be 
competitive and be mobile under the market situations. The data provides strong 
evidence to show that both the family members and the students are strongly affected 
by the market. Unlike the studies in the 1980s which stated that generation clash 
would occurred as the parents' generation would wish their student to follow their 
routes (refer to chapter four). Rather, family push student forward to market. Ping 
story is the typical case to illustrate the argument. Although Ping wanted to go back 
to their hometown to work after graduation, her father opposed as he thought that the 
family would lose face if Ping came back to work, instead of working in a large city 
because the development and opportunities in Guangzhou are much better than in 
hometown. Therefore, it is not surprisingly to find that even students who are not 
from Guangdong province would prefer to stay in Guangzhou or go to Shenzhen, 
Shanghai etc to work, as these cities have more opportunities. Geographically 
separation further contributes to the loosening of family influence and control. The 
changing role of the family and its implications will be further discussed in the later 
chapter. 
6.2.5 Summary 
In sum, in the domain of work, the cultural orientation of this group of students 
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is similar with the managerial culture of the American middle class, as both of them 
emphasize success, adventure and the attainment of goals. It can come to the 
conclusion that the type one students share the characteristics of the American's 
utilitarian individualism. In spite of this, it is important to note that students did not 
regard that engagement in an intimate relationship between in-group members is a 
kind of self-fulfillment process, which is highlighted by the American therapeutic 
culture (Bellah 1985). Although the Chinese students focus on the liberation of self 
from constraints, they do not emphasize the feeling of self-fulfillment in taking up 
their obligations especially in family dimension. They tend to regard that taking care 
of their family as a taken for granted responsibility which is an internalized 
traditional virtue. In this respect, expressive individualism cannot be applied to 
characterize the value system of this group of students. As proposed in this study, the 
distinctive feature of the cultural tradition is a crucial factor contributing to the 
different manifestation forms of individualism between America and China. Thus, 
put into a Chinese context, single-minded individualism and dynamic individualism 
are formulated to characterize the cultural form of the Chinese university students. It 
is believed that for the second type's students, they will encounter more struggles 
toward the individualized life situations and this dynamic process which is the 
distinct process that China will face under the development of market. Therefore, in 




Living in the individualized world 
7.1 The Tensions of the Dynamic Individualism 
7.1.1 Tension between Traditional Values and Market Values 
In the prevailing chapter, we have focused on the type of single-minded 
individualism. Discussion on their mentality in work and how they deal with 
conflicts between individual interest and in-group members were held. In this part, 
students of type two who I characterized as dynamic individualism will be analyzed 
to illustrate how they perceive this individualized life situations. It is regarded that 
this group of students will encounter great tensions when facing this 'institutional 
individualized life-situation', because they are forced to engage in market and to take 
action individually no matter they are willing or not. From the previous chapter, we 
know that they do not feel comfortable with the market operation. Also, this group of 
students uphold more traditional values (like loyalty). So, the development of market 
will generate more tension to them. This type can fully epitomize the dynamic 
process between traditional values and market values. 
7.1.2 Tension between Autonomy and Family :Ping's Story 
Among all the cases. Ping's story can be regarded as an extreme one. From the 
precious description, we know that family has great influences on her. Moving out 
secretly is a kind of resistance to her father psychologically. Beside moving out 
secretly, she also dated secretly. That boy came from the same village and both their 
116 
families maintained a good relationship with each other. She said “ My father treats 
me like a child, he will not accept since he has high expectation on me. He hope I 
can concentrate on study and thinks that dating will have bad effect on study". 
“Choosing boyfriend is a kind of resistance，want to challenge him a bit，,. Under the 
authoritarian control from her father, she was very submissive. Still, she has some 
liberating senses in her mind. She has done some acts to resist her father and to strive 
for some autonomy. Although she is still very dependent, we can see the ideas of 
individualism are invading her mind. Ping is struggling between autonomy and 
submission. She told me that her father disliked her boyfriend because he thought 
that both of them were very immature. So, when I asked her if one day her father 
discovered their relationship and then, opposed them, what she would do. She was 
worried that day would really happen. What she might do is to change the personality 
of her boyfriend to fulfill the expectation of father. She did not know the 
consequence and was afraid to image what would happen if her father still objected 
them. It shows that tight family control is exercising on her. Different from her, her 
brother disliked the father and resisted the father's intervention. He wanted to choose 
physical education as his discipline in the university. Unluckily, Pings' father 
opposed it because he thought that this subject was useless. This resulted in a 
father-son conflict. Although she was sympathetic with her brother situation, she 
could help her brother, because she was afraid of her father very much and dared not 
to offend him openly. "May be I would help my brother secretly and ask my mother 
to persuade my father". Although the value of autonomy has occupied a position in 
her mind, it is too weak to make her courageous enough to fight against the family 
control and to express her individuality. It is believed that Ping will experience more 
pressure when she gets involved more in the market economy after graduation. She 
might be more independent economically and psychologically when she worked. 
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Thus, we can foresee that Ping may face more tensions between autonomy and 
family control afterward. To sum up, her story illustrates the struggle between 
autonomy and traditional values of this group of people clearly. Moreover, it shows 
that their values are mixed and full of struggles. In facing the tensions, students 
would try to avoid direct conflict and find ways to soften the tensions or avoid 
making the conflicts appear openly. 
7.1.3 Tension between Self-interest and Morality 
Also, market, which glorifies self-interest, would sometimes conflict with their 
beliefs and values. Like one student expressed, "the attitude of life is sometimes 
really contradictory. Some people are in bad motive and they are very cunning. But 
this is the reality of society. If you are too honest, you will lose the chance to make 
money. We need to depend on concrete situations. You have to uphold conscience. 
But this is very difficult to maintain. You have to depend on particular situations. 
There is no universal and absolute thing in this world". It shows that this group of 
students feel frustrated with the blurring of traditional morality and with the absence 
of a dominating value. They tend to apply relativism for the moral issues. 
7.1.4 Tension between Market Values and Stability 
Market glorifies personal adventure spirits. The emphasis on competition and 
success will create pressure for this group of students too. One student's reply clearly 
illustrated the pressure. “ I think it is difficult to choose (between two companies 
which emphasize competition and teamwork respectively). I am not an ambitious 
person, but sometimes I think life is very short, if I don't work hard, I may feel guilty. 
Still, I have not thought thoughtfully concerning this question I am a kind of 
lazy person, and my ambition is not strong. I might think too much, I like thinking 
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about everything, but will not make the decision firmly” 
Mobility is other pressure given to them. Many jobs require individual mobility 
(like working in different provinces) and flexibility. This requirement will be more 
intense as market is more developed. For them, they will not choose these kinds of 
jobs as they want to stay closer with their family. Stability is the value they treasured. 
What they wanted is to lead a stable life. It is important to find that their attitude, 
which values stability, is always conflicting with the demand of market. They will 
turn out to face great pressure as the development of market will intensify the 
requirement of competition, mobility and flexibility in all fields. Even some stable 
jobs (defined by students) such as teaching and working in government sectors will 
become more market-oriented under the market force. So, it is difficult to fulfill the 
desire of stability in the fixture life of the students. 
From the above analysis, it can be found that living in this market economy will 
generate high pressure to those students. Their values are mixed and contradictory. 
They have recognized the market logic but they feel uncomfortable with it. They feel 
frustrated and do not know how to strive a balance between market and traditional 
values; that is between self-interest and morality; between autonomy and family and 
between mobility and stability. There is no clear guidance for them to take action. 
When I pointed out that modern people have more freedom now^ ,^ Ping disagreed 
with me. She found that freedom was lesser nowadays. It is because she thought that, 
“in the past, we could do what we wanted at home. For example, if we wanted to 
farm, we will go to farm. But now, life is fully occupied by work. People only have 
money in their mind. What they think is how to make money everyday. As a result, 
personal space is lesser now". However, throughout all interviews, only Ping thought 
that freedom and choices are reduced due to the market reform. Her mentality can 
19 Refer to the interview question number three in "general question" in appendix III. 
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clearly demonstrate the pressure she faces under the market situations. Besides, her 
story can show further the power of market. She wanted to back home and lead a 
simple life, but her father would not allowed her to do so. Her father wanted her to 
pursue postgraduate as he regarded that it was an honour. Higher credential is good 
for her career development too. Her father is running a business and always educates 
Ping how important money is. Her father is market-oriented, so the expectation of 
her father always creates tensions for Ping. Ping's mind is contradictory. On the one 
hand, she wants to gain autonomy from her father control. So, she lives in Xia Du 
secretly. Moreover, she recognizes market in taking up the role of state in job 
allocation. On the other hand, she does not feel comfortable with the market 
situations. She is a traditional person and is submissive to family. She has to obey to 
her father 'advice' and thus she probably would work in Guangzhou and enter the 
medicine industry (although she found this field boring) in order to fulfill the 
expectation of her father (to be successful and earn more money). Ping's case 
provides a best illustration to the struggle of autonomy under family. Also, it also 
reveals the tension this group of students would face under the market situations. 
Remarks 
To sum up the characteristics of the dynamic individualism, it can be found that 
this group of students experience two dimensions of dynamic process between 
market and traditional values. Firstly, as they embrace some traditional values, such 
as yi and loyalty, they will face more tension with the market situations, which 
emphasize maximization of self-interest. In addition, they will encounter struggles as 
they value stability and human relationship which is contradictory with the 
requirement of market. Secondly, since they are facilitated by the liberating call for 
freedom and autonomy, they will encounter tension with family too. The absence of 
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dominating value is the characteristic of the dynamic individualism. In facing the 
tension between market and traditional values, they will either try to strive a balance, 
or avoid direct conflict. Relativism is the characteristic of the dynamic individualism 
too. 
7.2 Life Pressure 
Living in a world which requires individual responsibility may generate 
pressure. It is found that both type one or type two students feel pressure toward the 
market situations. The following paragraph will illustrate the types of pressure 
students are now facing. This pressure can help to manifest the life situations of the 
students. 
7.2.1 Family Responsibility 
Under the individualized life situation, your future road is in your hand. Other 
people can only give you advices, but they cannot help to make decision. You have 
to bear the result of your choice too. This will give a person pressure as he/she has no 
route to follow when making decision, while uncertainty will be the characteristics of 
his life situation. Students regard that life situation has been individualized and this 
will generate pressure for them. Data reveals that their pressures, which is regarded 
as the consequence of this individualized world, are largely related to family. No 
matter, how individualistic the students are, they find that their responsibility toward 
family was great. They need to raise their parents and to take care their children in 
the future. Just like Paul, who is a single child felt great pressure, as he knew that he 
had to take care of four elderly in the future (since his girlfriend is a single child too). 
If he failed to do so, he would blamed by his conscience and would feel painful. One 
student said in this way, “ My family depends on me in the future, They all keep an 
eyes on me to see whether I can perform well in school or my prospect is good in the 
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future If I decided wrongly, my family would suffer from that". Social obligation 
in taking care of family is still an important norm in today China and this always 
creates pressure among the students. 
7.2.2 Social Expectation of Family 
Another pressure that relates to family is the social expectation of family. 
Some family would give advices to the students, such as which subject they should 
study and what career they should choose. Some students did not listen to their 
parents' advice and chose their own ways. As a result, pressure was created. Students 
revealed the tension between parents and themselves, "my family members will 
worry about me sometimes, they are afraid that you will make mistake. For example, 
they do not want you to start dating so early. They think I should have a career 
foundation first. They will say in this way, this is your choice and you have to bear 
any cost from your decision. If you start dating so early and it turns out to affect your 
study and your career, you have to take the responsibility of making this choice". 
High expectation from family will give pressure to the students as well. Jack, 
a very individualistic person, also felt high pressure. He says, “Family trust me very 
much. I am confident in front of my family My family believes that I will be 
successful one day because I have told them indirectly. But when I return back to 
school, I feel high pressure, May be because I have told them that I will be successful. 
I think that I cannot fail". 
7.2.3 Uncertainty and Freedom 
Students feel pressure for the decision mainly because they do not know what 
will be the result of the choice. Also, they do not know what will be their future. 
Market economy is characterized by uncertainty, which implies that students have to 
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depend on themselves. But what is giving to the student together with uncertainty is 
freedom. Students obtain autonomy to decide their life path through the market 
reform. We understand that freedom is the value they treasure, while the consequence 
of the freedom: uncertainty will create pressure for them. In facing this dilemma, 
students still prefer freedom and regard that it is worth to bear the cost (pressure). 
They expressed, “ If other people help you to arrange your life, then you just need to 
follow that path. You complete your life without thinking about anything. This is 
easy, without any pressure, and also you don't need to judge what a life should be. 
But on the other hand, this is also a pressure, that is the suppression of your 
individuality. If a person has freedom, he can choose his living style and the way of 
his life ”. Ng shared the same sentiment. He said，"Like ten years before, the income 
of being a professor is very low. His work is easy too. It doesn't matter if he failed to 
publish papers. His income will be the same. But now it is different. The differences 
in rewards between a good professor and a bad one are very huge. Society offers you 
competition and opportunity. You need to strive for it through effort. So, pressure 
will be great. Freedom is something good, while pressure is your choice. So, you 
can't say that you don't want pressure". So, if we ask them to choose, they will 
choose more freedom. One student said, "the more the society is developed, the more 
freedom it will bring It is good of course, people will not wish to live in the 
society in the long time ago ... if I asked you to live in the past society, you will be 
unwilling too". 
The pressure in which students encounter is practical in nature. It is the 
concern about their future life, concerning whether they will succeed or not, and 
whether they can earn enough money to lead a fmitfiil life. In facing the pressure, 
students apply the market ideology to justify and legitimate it. Hence, it is important 
to note that there is no way to escape from these pressures and uncertainty. As a 
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result, this helps to reinforce the importance of money which is an important means 
to secure their life. 
7.3 The Importance of Money 
All the students concurred with the importance of money in nowadays. ‘‘You 
just can't live without money!". "It is so realistic, you can do nothing without money. 
For example, if you drink a cup of water or hang out, you need money ”. Money is 
important as it helps to satisfy daily needs. There is a phase which is recognized by 
students, as “money is not everything, but you can do nothing without money". 
Money is necessary for your survival. But it is more than that. Money is important as 
they can give you the feeling of security in this uncertain world. 
7.3.1 To Provide the Feeling of Security 
One student regarded that，"money is very important. It may because I always 
don't have enough money, so I think it is much better if I have some money in 
deposit. Too much money may bring ruin, as many news reports tell. But I think it is 
better if I have more money in hands. I will feel contented. (How much do you think 
is enough?) One million or below". It is not easy to earn one million RMB for a 
normal university student. So, this student is quite ambitious actually. How about the 
less market-oriented students, like Ping? It is interesting to find that although Ping 
felt pressure under the market situation, she still thought that money was important to 
her. She regarded that money could make her feel more secure in marriage. "I have 
confidence on myself that I will not change my love. But I don't have confidence in 
him. [It is ]so easy to change. This kind of things (marriage) cannot be controlled by 
myself. So, she viewed that, “women will feel secure at home if she has money. Her 
words will be more powerful too. I need sense of security. So, I need to work". 
Family pressures will reinforce the importance of money. As students regard 
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that they have the responsibility to take care of family, money is important to attain 
this and fulfill the expectation of family. Jack began to aware of the importance of 
money after one incident. "My sister had some health problems and needed to 
conduct a surgery. At that time, I realized that life was so weak, and we could not 
control it. That surgery cost much money. I began to think if one day I needed to go 
to surgery, could I afford it? So, I began to think if I could earn that amount of money 
at that time". Besides, Paul, an individualistic person in different aspects of life 
(community, politic, work and love) thought that family was the most important 
thing for him. He pointed out that, “Taking care of your parents and rear the young 
(上有老，下有少)is the traditional value. We (family members) need to stay together. 
If they feel sick and I don't take care of them，I will feel guilty I will feel painful 
if I fail to attain this". 
7.3.2 To Define Success 
Money is important to define success. Jack expressed his viewpoint in this 
way. “ Money is very important, especially for a man. He needs money to define his 
success very much. Man in the past may be easy to satisfy. But now... I remember 
one article says that inside a disco, the one who speaks loudly to the most beautiful 
woman is not the most handsome guy, but is the richest prodigal. I memorize this 
article clearly. Money can really show how successful a person is. People will still 
praise a person who is very rich, even though his is lack of achievement actually. I 
get along well with my friends. But I will compete will them if I treat them as my 
good friend. For example, I will meet some very good friends in each place I will be. 
I will tell him, if you are my friend, I will compete with you. Then, We will set some 
goals. For example, we will see who will be the first one to succeed before thirty. 
Then, the winner will do something for the others My friend now is the boss 
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(who run a take-away fast food shop in Xia Du) but I am just a salary man when I 
graduate. I need to think how can I transcend him? I will think of many ways and 
opportunities". Success is the life-goal of some students and money is essential in 
defining and measuring how successful a person is. 
7.3.3 To Secure Your Right and Attain Freedom 
Money is important in the market economy as it can protect you. Ng, a law 
student, interpreted the importance of money in this way, “ Money is very important. 
From the intellectual perspective, you get dignity if you have money. For example, if 
you are being violated by others, you can hire a lawyer only if you got money. Also, 
others may violate your private property. That's why money is so important! It can 
sustain your living standard, your dignity. Freedom can be attained by money. For 
example, the constitution guarantees the freedom to travel, but if you don't have 
money to buy the ticket, then you can't achieve your freedom. So, money is of course 
very important, but it is not the most important. For intellectuals, spiritual dimension 
is also important. Like playing bands, the manger will not pay your money for your 
performance. They may give you the transfer cost only, but I enjoy the playing 
process". The data shows that money is considered as far more important than 
satisfying their daily needs. It is a means to secure your right in this marketized and 
individualized world. 
Remarks 
If the society is unable to provide social security for the citizens, the burden 
will be shifted to the shoulder of the citizens themselves. Under this individualized 
life situation, citizen will regard money as the only measure to safeguard their life. 
Especially for the culture which values so much stability, money can give people the 
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secure feeling and guarantee the stability. In addition, money can help to express 
their individuality and fulfill their desires. Like one student stated, “How important 
money is? You can do many things with money and these things will make you 
happy. If you don't feel happy when you spend money, what is the meaning of it ？ So, 
what I feel is the most important thing is happiness, but not money basically. For 
example, when you buy a pair of shoes for your mother, send a pair of good quality 
shoes to your father, they will be happy and you will be happy too. Money can 
achieve this". It indicates that money is an important means to fulfill their internal 
satisfaction (feel happy for example). Students emphasize their own feeling and 
happiness, and this helps to reinforce the importance of money. 
7.4 Tensions between Consumption and Traditional Values 
Money can help students to achieve their needs. Likes moving out to Xia Du. 
They can attain freedom through buying space outside. Commodities are an 
important means for people to express their individuality. In the past, when market 
did not exist, there was no commodity. There was no difference between students' 
appearance. The sense of individuality through consumption was not be emphasized 
too. They had to wear the same kind of shirts and use the same style of products. 
Market brings about commodities and choices to them. They can now consume 
different commodities in the consumer market according to their preferences. 
However, the increase in commodity products will sometimes create pressure. 
Students may have the pressure to attain the famous brand in order to attain 
individuality and gain recognition from others. Given the above situation, students' 
viewpoints between the changes are asked to see how they perceive consumption and 
individuality. The data suggests that the mentalities toward consumption are different 
between these two groups of students. For students who are characterized as 
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single-minded individualism, they appreciated the commodity market and regarded 
that consumption can help to express their individuality. 
7.4.1 Single-Minded Individualism 
Students appreciated the coming of consumer markets. It is surely better for 
them to enjoy more choices. Likes one students' commented, "just like I buy a 
cigarette, I would prefer more choices, not just "Double Happiness，’(雙喜).When I 
buy a clothes, I hope it has more choices too, so that I can choose to buy the cotton 
one or the silk one. I don't like the lacking of choice. I like to choose in 
consumption". Consumer market can provide choices for them. Choice is important 
as they can acquire the sense of autonomy through making choices. This also helps to 
express their individuality. They dislike indifference and treasure a more glamorous 
life. Among the different aspects of commodities, fashion is one of the most 
important aspects for them. They can express their own style through wearing clothes. 
Jack thought that, "commodity may not necessary be a famous brand. The style of 
clothing one wear depends largely on one's own personality. What I am wearing now 
is not expensive, but my friends think that it is good and express my own style. In 
fact, some cheap clothes can express your style also. Take pants as an example, it is 
expansive to buy outside(shops), but in fact, the cost is cheap I like to cut the 
pant to seven-half(七分褲）2�.it seems more natural. My friends appreciate my style 
too". Individuality is important for them and this can be achieved through fashion. 
Still, many of them appreciate the famous band. They think that famous band names 
represent quality. One student said, “I will not opposed people buying famous band. 
It just like searching for a higher quality of life For me, I prefer to live a 
relative comfortable life In fact, famous bands guarantee quality. It is more 
comfortable to buy a pair of shoes from famous band. Although it costs more. 
He cut his pants trimmed in stripes at the ends. 
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famous band is not a kind of waste. You can wear it for a longer time". It is important 
to discover that students still articulate some traditional values. They think that 
luxurious is not necessary for their own life. So, this student said that, “I would 
prefer a comfortable life, but I do not need a luxurious life. For example, buying cars 
represents your identity in China. But for me, I would choose to take a taxi instead as 
the public transportation is inconvenient in China". In fact, the living standard, which 
can afford taking taxi for daily transportation, is not low, at least more than average 
among the population. The data reflects students' mentality toward consumer market. 
They appreciate the choices and individuality provided by the consumer market. 
Commodity is important for them as it enables them to lead a satisfactory life. They 
treasured consumption as well. Famous band is more preferable for the students as 
the social definition of a famous band is more than just a band name. Fashion has its 
symbolic meaning and it represents the value and life-style of middle/upper class. 
Famous band implies good quality and taste. So, some students would tell me they 
will buy products of famous band if their economic situation can afford. They may 
not be able to buy now, but they will buy it when they have money in the future. 
Commodity gives the aspiration for the student and motivates them to work hard now 
in order to earn money. 
7.4.2 Dynamic Individualism 
Still, one student found that he felt pressure for the development of consumer 
market. He said that, "I like the former society in which no consumer market is 
appeared, Now, I will feel more pressure. For me, my economics situation is still 
affordable to consume the commodities. But some of my classmates who are come 
from rural villages will feel great pressure. The economic foundation of their family 
is not good searching for fashionable things constantly will bring high economic 
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pressure on them. But if you don't do that, you will be discriminated by others. You 
have pressure in your minds. For me, my economics ability can bear this pressure. 
But I prefer a more simple life". For this student, he felt the pressure generated by 
the glorification of consumption. He preferred a simple life which might not fit the 
ideology of consumer market. However, although he did not feel comfortable with 
that, he still participated in the 'game'. It is because he clearly understood that people 
would judge your appearance in the market society. So, he still followed the 
consumption pattern in order to fulfill the expectation of others, even though he 
might not feel comfortable with it. 
7.4.3 The Incident of Menhan Quan Xi(滿漢全靡 
Regarding the perception on the relationship between consumption and their 
own life, we can know that students still value the virtue of simplicity in their 
discourse. However, tensions might be generated between consumption behaviour 
and traditional value of simplicity. It is because consumption promotes individual 
desire and it has symbolic meaning on one identity. The ideology of consumer 
market is that you can consume anything and lead a luxurious life so far as you are 
able to pay. Consumer market is liberating, not only because it helps to express 
individuality, but also because one can obtain what he wants inside the commodity 
market through money without considering which social class he belongs to. This 
rationale is conflicting with the traditional values. Traditional values do not glorify 
individual consumption and desire. Luxurious life is regarded as materialistic. 
Moreover, traditional values stress the consideration of others' situations. It is 
improper to lead a luxurious life if people around you are suffering from poverty and 
hunger. An incident occurred recently in Xixian helps to illustrate the tension. A 
group of merchants spent three hundred and sixty thousand to have a Men Han Quart 
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Xi in XiXian. This act was criticized by the XiXian people as they regarded that it 
was too luxurious and wasteful to spend that much money to have a meal only. The 
public also criticized the owner of the restaurant. Some people even request the 
owner to donate money to the public in order to 'compensate,. The restaurant was 
finally closed down because of the pressure^^ This incident clear reveals the 
conflicting values between consumption and traditional values. Spending so much 
money to enjoy a meal violates the values of simplicity. In our interview, comments 
are asked to see how students perceive this issue. Students' response can help to 
illustrate their mentality toward consumption. 
The different attitudes toward the XiXian Incident pictured out a distinct 
difference of these two types of students. It is found that students with single-minded 
individualism concur with the above analysis. They appreciated the merchants' act 
and justified it with market values. They articulated a liberal perspective toward 
consumption. 
1. Single-Minded Individualism: Defining the Good Name of Consumption 
For those who approve the merchants, they regard that merchants have 
freedom to do what they want as they have money. One student supported, “I support 
the merchants. XiXian is a relatively conservative city. You can consume if you have 
money in Guangzhou which is a market oriented city. This helps to promote the 
economic development. You have that amount of money and you can consume that 
much. No problem actually. (Do you think it is a kind of waste?) If people have 
money, you just can't bother them. They have their freedom. They have paid taxes. It 
may be better if they need to pay the consumption tax. But I prefer to have more 
freedom. But If I, myself, I will not consume this expansive meal". One student 
See Appendix IV for the detail. 
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shared the same viewpoints, “I think the reason why people criticize them probably 
because they don't have this ability to consume. If this money is earned by the hard 
work of a person, even he only got three hundred and sixty thousand and spend all 
the money in one meal, can you say he does something wrong? He has have done 
nothing wrong! The money is earned by himself. Also, the society needs this kind of 
person to make the society become more equal. If you have money but you just save 
without consume, how can this money flow to the poor people's hands? He must 
spend the money in order to make the society recycle. I am so surprised at the 
viewpoints of the people [who criticize the merchants]". 
Consumer market implies freedom of the people. It is the others' freedom to 
do anything in the market. This kind of viewpoint is totally the same with the market 
ideology. Students adopt market ideology to justify the merchants' behaviour. 
Nevertheless, it is interesting to find that although they appreciate what the 
merchants did, they still need to justify their argument at the collective level. One 
important point the students share is they regard that consumption has its social 
significance. It helps to promote the development of the society. They viewed that if 
the rich people do not consume, they cannot help to promote the economic 
development of the society. Money cannot flow to the hands of lower class people as 
a result. Their argument indicates that although this group of students appreciates the 
freedom in the consumer market, they still articulate a certain degree of collective 
sense in minds. They need to justify the existence of consumer market at the 
collective level by pointing out that consumption can bring about the well being of 
the whole society as it can promote economic development and make the society 
become more ‘equal’ as a result. 
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2. Dynamic Individualism: Consumption has its Social Meaning 
For this group of students, they take a more contradicting stance toward the 
issue. They thought that consumption behavior is not only personal. They apply a 
moral judgment to the merchants. What they thought is that, “If he only just enjoy 
the food and spend so much money, I think it is very luxurious. There are still many 
places that are very poor in China. Their living standard is low; people do not have 
meat to eat especially in the western part of China. Children need to walk a long way 
in order to go to school. Speaking in this way seems very high-sounding, but I just 
think it is not necessary to eat this kind of food. (Do you think it is their freedom if 
they have money to spend?) I agree that, but morally, I think it is unnecessary". 
Some students questioned the merchants' motive. “I just think he wants to show up. I 
know he is rich, but he can spend the money in another way, no need to spend too 
much on eating". Spending luxuriously may not be the main problem, but spending 
openly and boasting one's own luxurious life may be a much bigger problem. 
So, one student responded in this way, “ I don' think it is a problem. However, 
if I were a news reporter, I will use a critical perspective to report this news. The 
message of frugality should be brought out to the public in order to prevent this habit. 
The news should not appreciate this behaviour or it will only attract others to try the 
meal once as a result. If this happens, it is too wasteful. This will also create a bad 
atmosphere. But, my personal viewpoint is that, as long as he can afford it, it is not a 
problem". 
This shows that at the public level, consumption is not totally appreciated or 
accepted by the public. To put in another way, people will not think it is a problem if 
other people did it personally. They are more tolerant to others' life style. However, 
once the issue is put in the public, things will be different. Students will apply a 
moral perspective to judge the issue. This illustrates that in public domain, traditional 
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values still occupy a position among the students. But this traditional value is 
struggling with the market values. For the market ideology, consumption desire is 
highly promoted and encouraged. So, there is nothing wrong if this issue is put in the 
market ideology's context. But still, the 'social acceptance，of consumption level is 
various among the students. In the face of this struggle, this type of students will try 
to strive a balance. They think it is acceptable if the merchants are not consuming the 
meal frequently. They think that it is nothing wrong for the merchants to have this 
meal, but if this consumption goes too far and violates the traditional values 
explicitly, they will defend the traditional values. Moreover, they will adopt moral 
judgment on it. Students commented that, if he tried this occasionally, it was 
acceptable. Students' responses show the dynamic process toward traditional values 
and market values toward the values of consumption and simplicity. There is no 
concrete stance toward this issue among this type of students. What they try to do is 
to find a "middle-way" to soften the tension. 
In addition, it is important to note that even the students with single-minded 
individualism still make use of the traditional values to justify the phenomenon, in 
order to make it more acceptable and convincing. It shows that the simplicity and the 
values of equalitarian are the values they still treasure. The data provides an 
interesting finding. As from the survey done in 1986 showed that over two thirds of 
the respondents articulated an individualistic and pluralistic viewpoints on the issue 
of consumption and others' life style (see chapter four), to my surprise, unlike what 
the study suggested, my data shows that the subject matter of this research still 
valued simplicity and equalitarianism. Some of them still criticized the merchants' 
consumption behaviour in Menhan Quan Xi and applied a moral judgment toward 
the incident. It reveals that market ideology still fails to occupy a dominant influence 
on the attitudes toward consumption. 
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7.5 Loneliness 
The individualized life situations make individuals realize that they have to 
depend on themselves. Market values which glorify competition and self-interest 
results in the impersonal and calculative social relationship. Market also weakens the 
ties of family as it promotes individuality and mobility. Individuals are living in the 
disembedded world. Loneliness is the by-product of the development of market. It is 
also an important issue of the western societies which highly glorify individualism. 
So, my next questions are: Will this group of student has the same feeling of 
loneliness under this individualized situation? Will traditional values and family still 
serve as a buffer between individual and the society, so that individuals can enjoy a 
strong emotional tie in family and avoid the sense of loneliness even they are 
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individualistic in outside world? 
Data from the interviews reveals some interesting findings. Even the people 
who are characterized as single-minded individualism have different attitudes toward 
the feeling of loneliness. Some of the type one students do not feel lonely in facing 
this individualized social setting as they think that they can share with their friends, 
or they can talk to someone who share similar backgrounds. But still, they have 
found that no one can fully understand their feelings and viewpoint. In spite of this, 
they do not regard that it is a problem. The point they have argued is that it is 
unnecessary for others to understand you fully. One student responded and 
challenged my question by saying, "You need to be understood by others so eagerly? 
Personal space is more essential. I think. You will tell what you think you can tell to 
others. In fact, I don't need others to understand me too much as sometimes. I may 
Concerning the feeling of loneliness, please refer to the interview question number four in "general 
questions" in appendix III. 
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not want to share everybody should have some privacy". One student shared the 
same feeling. He said, "Only I can read my mind. No one can help you, also, other 
people cannot enter into your world. Relying too much on others may lessen your 
own individuality. Then, he cannot obtain the real happiness. (Will you hope that 
others can understand you?) If he doesn't understand, then let it be. What can I do? 
My feeling and viewpoints, I will share with others, but will not share with many 
people. If I need to explain it, I will do so. I believe that I will not need to explain to 
others always as this is only my own issue". Students are individualistic in the sense 
that they are independent mentally, and do not have the need to be understood by 
others. 
Still, it is important to notice that some type one students may feel 
uncomfortable with the individualized life situations and feel lonely for that. They 
had the feeling that even the person who was close to you still could not totally 
understand your true feeling. One student said, "that why, modern people need to 
release, like going to drink beer, doing exercise etc. This is a kind of relaxation; to 
release your in-depth's unhappiness. I think everybody hope to be understood by 
others. But it is difficult to achieve it, really! So, I will feel depressed sometimes 
when I am alone". Ng who enjoyed playing band also shared the same feeling. He 
felt that modern people was very lonely. “Of course it is lonely, cannot really be 
understood by others. But still, man has a need, to resolve your loneliness. But this 
cannot be settled finally. This kind of loneliness is a kind of 'ontological loneliness' 
that is in born. It came with you when you came into this world. Human cannot be 
understood totally". Individual feeling was highly emphasized among the students. 
Students hoped others to understand their individuality and their true feeling. Even 
family cannot relieve the lonely feeling of the individuals. One student shared his 
experience, “sometimes, when you did something, even people who are intimate to 
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you still cannot understand your motive. They don't understand the whole process 
too. For example, my family wanted me to choose marketing as my profession, but I 
want to choose computer sciences. They thought that marketing suited me more; also 
they thought that my relative who runs a business can help me after my graduation. 
But I think this is not important. I think computer sciences is more suitable for me. 
Although they had persuaded me for some time, I still chose computer sciences 
finally..... At that time, they really don't understand, but things had passed now. 
Sometimes, I think they understand me, But sometimes, I think they really don't. I 
will communicate with my mother. For my father, I think we have generation gap. 
Although my sister is just a few years older than m, she doesn't understand when my 
life outside[the family]”. 
The feeling of loneliness not only captured the single-minded individualistic 
students, but also appeared in the students who have stronger ties with their in-group 
members. Ping is the typical example. She feels lonely even though she has a strong 
tie with her family. Although she followed her family expectation, she has her own 
feeling in fact. However, she will not express her feeling to her family, especially her 
father. She found that even her boyfriend could not understand her. She shared her 
feeling, "They still haven't truly understood my feeling. I think I am quite lonely. 
When you find a person to chat with and you spend a half day to talk to that guy, the 
person will not understand you. What they can do is to comfort you. But you have to 
walk the road by yourself. They also need to walk their own roads..... Even I talk to 
my boyfriend, he doesn't understand me sometimes，I spent a half day, what he 
responded me was that the way life is !”. 
7.5.1 Concern on Privacy 
It is found that all my respondents concern privacy very much, no matter 
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which type they belong to. Even for the type two students who treasure more the 
relationship with others and the traditional values, they find that a person should 
have privacy. They thought that, "Everybody should reserve something that are very 
personal for themselves. If you show all yourself to others, it will make you lose the 
sense of mystery I am afraid that others know me too much, the feeling is just 
like I am naked in front of the people. I will feel very uncomfortable". Personal space 
is important even between lovers. Students think that everybody would have 
different experiences, “If I explore myself to her/him, He/she will know what I will 
do,’，or "they may not be happy with my past experience”. So, they think that dairy 
was very personal, even their partners are not allowed to read. Or, they will choose 
let them read some parts and reserve others. For example, one student said “ I will 
tell her what she can read, what she cannot. But normally, I will not allow her to read 
my diary. In fact, I think reservation is necessary between lovers. If the others know 
you too much, it is easy to put yourself in a dangerous position. It is impossible for a 
person to know you thoroughly. It is too idealistic. I read other's experiences from a 
book. For example, a girl had sex with a boy, then she told her boyfriend. If that girl 
were my girlfriend, I would prefer her not to tell me because I know that I cannot 
accept it. If she does not tell, I think it does not matter... I think you can hide your 
relationship with others, but can't lie about it." 
Some students accepted the ‘fact’ that individual has his own road and it is 
difficult for him to be understood by the others. They are independent in the sense 
that they don't need to depend on others' emotional support and understanding. They 
can define their own existence and feel satisfactory for that. But for the other 
students, they, on the one hand, highly emphasize privacy. However, on the other 
hand, they hope for other's understanding. Their feelings are quite contradictory. We 
can know from the data that, some of the individualistic people, who emphasize so 
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much individual feeling and interest, feel lonely in their life. They long for others' 
care and understanding. In addition, this feeling of loneliness has captured even the 
less individualistic one among the groups. For those who treasured more traditional 
values and human relationship, still feel lonely. The data provides us with significant 
sources to examine the spirituality of the students under this highly individualized 
world. 
Besides, the data is an important evidence to preview the change in traditional 
family role. Family no longer functions as an emotional support system for the 
students. The emotional ties of the family are not strong, while the role of family 
influence is weakening too. 
7.6 The Life Situations in a Individualized World 
7.6.1 Weak Emotional Ties in Family 
Students rarely communicate with their family members. Even students from 
type two, will not share their worries or deep feeling with their parents. Rather, they 
most likely choose to share with friends or just hide it by themselves. They do not 
think that family can really understand their situations, especially those from rural 
village. They describe their parents in this way, "They have no cultural background, 
and know nothing about the life in city". Students think that their family will not 
understand them as they have total different life experiences. So, we can know that 
students will not expect the emotional support from the family. This evidences that 
the students become more independent and rely less on family. I coincides with the 
result of the survey conducted in 1994 (Kwong 1994). 
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7.6.2 Geographical Separation 
One of the reasons in contributing to the weak emotional ties of the family is 
the separation of family members. Family and students are separated geographically 
when they study in university. Geographically separation is one dimension of the 
'institutional individualized life situations' in China. It is common for students to 
leave their family and to work or study in other places. Students will go back to 
home once or twice a year. Students visit their families more frequently if their 
parents are living in Guangzhou. But overall speaking, the separation is common in 
which students have adapted to it. Besides study, students will choose to work in city, 
like Guangzhou, Shenzhen and shanghai etc for searching more opportunities. As we 
have illustrated already, family support students' mobility. Therefore, it is found that 
students do not regard family as a pulling force for their future development. Rather, 
they regard that family will support them if the opportunity is good for them. 
7.6.3 The Change in Family 
The relationship between individual and family is already different from the 
traditional one. Traditionally, Family interest is regarded as the priority of all family 
members. In the study done in 1984, it showed that student emphasized the support 
of their extended family and they were willing to work near their hometown (refer to 
chapter four). Also, they treasured advices from their parents. But now, individual 
interests are emphasized more. They gain more autonomy from their parents in 
choosing their future route. Although family still exercise influences on individual 
such as giving advices for their study and work, many students think that the final 
decision is in their hands. But still, some students think that family still has great 
influence on them. Nevertheless, the data shows that the role and the importance of 
family are changing under the development of market. 
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Traditionally, family exercise tight control on individuals. The control of the 
traditional family is largely based on ethic codes. But the role of family is changing 
nowadays as individual is more engaged in the market situations. Once the students 
participate actively in the market, they will be become more individualistic both 
economically and mentally. When they have a job, they are able to support 
themselves. The economic independency will strengthen their autonomy as a result. 
They can support themselves and there is no need to depend on the financial support 
of the family. Separating with the family and living by themselves are the life 
situations the students now are facing. This geographically separation will contribute 
to the change in values. For example, one student said that she would cohabitate after 
graduation because she would feel lonely, as she would live alone when she worked 
in a city. The individualized life situation helps to change students' mentality and 
values toward their life. Moreover, this helps to change the relationship between 
individual and the family. Family is no longer able to exercise tight control and 
supervision on the students. Thus, from the analysis, we can see that the value of 
filial piety is reduced to a more practical and material levels. Traditional values in 
guiding behavior and providing emotion support are less emphasized. Students no 
longer define their social existence according to their family. But still, family is still 
an important institution in the society. Even for the type one group who are 
characterized as single-minded individualism, they still regard virtue of taking care 
of family as the unquestionably responsibility. Moreover, marriage and a stable 
family life is still a life-goal for them. Family can be regarded as a motivating force 
for student to work hard in outside world and it always give them great pressure in 
return because students realize that the responsibilities are on their shoulders. This 
pressure however will only intensify their determination in searching for a better life 
(make more money) under the market economy. 
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Thus, the influence of the family toward individual is two-folds, which are 
two conflicting forces against other. Firstly, family acts as a force to push students 
into the market situations. Rather than constraining them, it supports individual 
aspiration and mobility. On the other side, it serves as a binding force toward 
individual development and self-interests, because students still treasure family and 
stability in long run. They regard individual mobility and personal aspiration as a 
means to obtain the goal (better life with the family). The paradox is that the more 
they engage themselves actively in the market, the more individualized they will be. 
Physically, their mobility leads to the physical separation of family. Culturally, the 
emphasis on self-interest and autonomy is strengthened under the market economy. 
Hence, the more they get individualized，the lesser important the family will be. The 
tension between market values and family will become even more intense under the 
further development of market force and this is the core dilemma not only faced by 
the students, but also their generation. 
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Chapter 8 
Conclusion and Discussion 
8.1 The Value System 
8.1.1 The Elements of Individualism among the Students 
After the analysis of the data, some core values can be figured out among this 
group of students. Their frame of reference is individualistic orientation. They 
treasure freedom, autonomy and privacy, which are regard as the main components 
of individualism. They appreciate the emergence of market, as it provides them 
opportunity and a fair environment. They embrace with liberalism which glorifies the 
emancipation of individual from constraint and authority. The labour and commodity 
market provide both means and spaces for them to obtain freedom, autonomy and 
privacy and facilitate them to articulate individualism. They appreciate market logic 
and are influenced by it. Moreover, they regard that the operation of market is able to 
provide them with an equal footing for completion. So, those who are talented and 
hard-working, are reasonable to gain more rewards. Competition is necessary in the 
public world, think some of them may not feel easy for that, they still thought that it 
is reasonable and regard it as a legitimated means in the allocation of resources in the 
society. 
By viewing their community life, it is clear that this group of students is 
individualistic in public world. It means that they put individual as the starting point 
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in all considerations. They make decision and judge issues from an individual stance. 
The interaction between themselves and others is mainly functional, lack of 
attachment and commitment toward the collective. They do not share a strong sense 
of social responsibility for the collective. They concern public affairs merely because 
it will directly affect their interest. This also reflects their definition between the 
boundary of individual and group is not based on the natural right of a human being, 
which is the supreme doctrine in the western culture. Instead, they do not have a 
clear concept of right and power when defining the relationship between individual 
and the state. They tend to judge the boundary in terms of the consequence. If the 
consequence was good for them ultimately, they had a strong tendency to agree with 
it. For example, they tend to think that state should have more power than individual 
in order to maintain the stability of the society. Also, strong state can helps to 
facilitate the economic development of the country. Subject political culture is used 
to describe their political attitudes. It is worth discussing to find out that although 
they are individualistic in the sense that they emphasize their needs and interests very 
much, they are less likely to organize or fight for their interests in a collective way. 
The approach they deal with the problem is rather passive. For example, what they 
responded to the poor living condition in the village was to adapt to it, to ignore it, or 
to escape from it. They have less consciousness to think that they have the right and 
responsibility to make change of the environment. Thus, the data shows that market 
value is the main frame of reference they operate in the public world. The traditional 
values which call for commitment and conformity to the collective is no longer a 
virtue for the students. They focus on the liberating dimension of individualism 
which is facilitated and supported by market. 
In sum, this group of students have captured the liberating spirit of 
individualism, which emphasizes autonomy, privacy and negative liberty. But they 
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did not have a strong sense of individual right, which is the basic doctrine of the 
western individualism. They tend to have less consciousness in upholding their right 
against the state through building up institutions. They, on the one hand, enjoyed the 
space which is created by the influence of the retreat of the states on private sphere 
and the establishment of market, on the other hand, they do not have the 
consciousness to establish institutions to guarantee their individual freedom and right. 
The explicit example is that when their common interests were threatened in the 
community, they were disorganized and responded in a passive way. Some even 
applied market values to justify the chaotic situation. 
It has already shown that they acquired an individualistic mentality in the public 
world as they treasure freedom, autonomy and privacy. Although some of them may 
not feel easy with the market logic, they still appreciate and participate actively in 
both labour and consumer market. Among the students, it is found that they still hold 
the traditional values of simplicity and equalitarian. Moreover, all of them still 
treasure filial piety and regard it as their responsibility to take care of their family. 
In addition, students treat formulating their own families as their essential stage of 
life, while stability is the core value among them. Their goal is to work hard in the 
purpose to achieve a better life for themselves and the family. 
8.1.2 Two Manifested Forms of Individualism 
From the interview, we can know that students perceive different in degree in 
terms of the market and traditional values. Some students are more more-oriented, 
while the others lesser in degree. The differences can be shown explicitly under the 
dilemmas between self-interest and loyalty; consumption and simplicity. Although 
their values are sometimes varied, basically two ideal types of manifestation forms of 
individualism can be generated. They are single-minded individualism and dynamic 
145 
individualism. 
8.1.3 Single- Minded Individualism 
Self- interest and personal development are the main concern of this type of 
people. They value the competitive and impersonality nature of market. They are 
active in searching for opportunity and are eager to equip themselves and enhance 
their competitiveness in order to fit the market. As they are more market oriented, 
they encounter fewer struggles in the dilemma between market values and traditional 
values. For example, when they were asked to choose between to stay in the present 
company or to leave for better opportunity, they chose to leave the company without 
much thinking. Their mentality is governed by the market logic which sets personal 
development and pursuing profit as priority. Even for the tension between 
consumption and simplicity, they do not regard it as a tension actually. Their 
rationale is that one can do what he wants so far as he has money. It reveals that they 
are individualistic even in love dimension. Personal aspiration is more important than 
love as they regard that the opportunity can enhance their development. In addition, 
they value independence in love relationship and posed a higher emphasis on their 
own affairs than attachment. From their discourse, we can find out that they are 
utilitarian as they regard opportunity for self-development as a means to obtain a 
promising future. Therefore, they put self-development as the highest priority. Being 
successful in the market is their ultimate goal and whether they are successful or not 
is largely determined by the material level. They are less likely to treat work or 
opportunity as a self-actualization process which can define the meaning of their life. 
Market values like competition, maximization of self-interest and mobility are the 
components of single-minded individualism. Market values serve as a dominating 
frame of reference of the students. In facing the dilemma, they use market ideology 
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to justify their action. Thus, they can make judgment and decision firmly without 
much hesitation. 
8.1.4 Dynamic Individualism 
This type of person treasure more traditional values than the former type, so, we 
can find that they encounter more struggles under the dilemma between tradition and 
market. Dynamic Individualism is used to characterize their mentality. Individualism 
is the base of their frame of reference, but their value system consists of some 
traditional values that are guiding their actions too. In this sense, their value system 
is more dynamic than the first type. It implies that when facing dilemmas, different 
strategies to deal with the tension will be applied. The dynamic process functions in 
two dimensions. First of all, when there is a conflict at the moral level, they will try 
to strive a balance in solving the tension. Take the dilemma between loyalty and 
self-interest as an example, this group of students will choose to leave the company, 
but they still consider the morality of loyalty. In offering a solution, they will find a 
suitable person to replace them or give a helping hand to the former company when it 
needs them in the future. It shows that they are individualistic in the sense that they 
concern self-development like the first type. But the difference of this group is that 
they will consider the traditional values and will find ways to tackle the tension. 
Concerning the consumption behaviour, this group of students regard that simplicity 
and equalitarianism are important. But at the same time, they justify consumption 
behavior by applying market ideology. They think that choosing what and how to 
consume is one's freedom so far he can afford it. Thus, when they commented the 
Menhan Quan Xi incident, they tried to strive a balance for the issue. For them, 
consumption is not a problem, but consuming openly will violate the traditional 
values of simplicity and equalitarian. So, they will prefer the consumption not to take 
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place at the public level, as it will pose a challenge on the traditional values openly. It 
can show the dynamic process of making an action when facing the tension between 
traditional values and market values. 
The second dimension of dynamic individualism is different from the first 
dimension in the sense that this group of students apply fewer strategies in dealing 
with the tension between traditional values and market values. In other words, they 
do not have a concrete and clear solution toward the dilemma. Frustration is the 
common feeling among this group of students. They treasure traditional morality and 
value stability and family ties. But at the same time, they are influenced by market 
values too. They recognize the importance of self-development and the pursuit of 
self-interest. In this respect, they are frustrated by the struggle between traditional 
values and market values. They think that people should be more ambitious in order 
to live a fulfilling life, but they find that they are lack of this enthusiasm in moving 
forward continuously. Some of them feel confused for the emphasis on the 
maximization of profit by any means, but if they do not follow this rule of game and 
be ambitious enough, they may lose the chance. In addition, some of them will 
encounter the struggle between autonomy and family, like Ping. Although she has the 
sense to search for autonomy, she is still under the strong influence of her family. 
However, the physically separation between her and her father lessens the control of 
the family and this helps her to obtain some degrees of autonomy secretly. In spite 
of this, she feels anxiety for her future, as she does not know how to deal with the 
tension. The approach she is now adopting is to escape from the direct conflicts 
between the autonomy and family control. In sum, this type of students do not have 
a clear identification with the traditional and market values. They tend to apply 
relativism in the moral issues. Also, since they do not have a firm mind in making 
decision, they adopted a relatively passive way to deal with the tension by escaping 
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from direct conflicts. Ping is regarded as the typical case of this group which I 
classify as dynamic individualism. 
To sum up, a brief table is drawn to summarize the core features of these two 
forms of individualism. 
8.1.5 Summary of the Two Ideal Types 
Table 4 The Two Ideal Types 
Single-Minded Individualism Dynamic Individualism 
Guiding Principle Market Ideology dominated. The mixture of market values 
and traditional values. 
Core Values Market values: competition, -Less appreciate the market 
mobility, self-development, values of competition and 
independent, freedom of mobility, but recognize the 
consumption, individuality. important of self-development. 
-Accept consumption freedom 
with condition. 
-Treasure traditional values of 
loyalty and simplicity. 
Process of Fast and straight-forward. Struggle and dynamic. 
making decision 
Approach to deal Apply market values to justify 1. Remedial. Try to strive a 
with tension their choices and actions. balance between tensions. 
2. Justification. Apply market 
values to justify their 
traditional decision. Vice 
versa. 
3. Avoidance. Adopt relativism 
and passive escaping from 
direct conflict. 
Common values Market values: freedom, autonomy and privacy. 
shared Traditional values: family responsibility, equalitarian and stability 
8.1.6 The Position of the Case 
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The ideal type of the students is significant in providing a reference for 
previewing the generation. Shown in the precious discussion, the mentality of this 
group of students is consistent with the finding of the youth study. It also proves that 
the subject matter of this research is maintaining a frontier position in term of their 
individualistic orientation among the generation. Thus, this study provides a clue for 
the changing in attitudes and value system of the youth in nowadays. 
Remark: The Significance of the Ideal Type 
Single-minded individualism and dynamic individualism are regarded as two 
ideal types of the cultural form of my subject matter which are formulated from the 
data. It is believed that the cases may not totally fulfill all the characteristics of the 
ideal type. But the two ideal types are significant in understanding the manifestation 
forms of individualism under the market reform. As mentioned in the previous 
chapter, my subject matter is assumed as occupying a frontier position among the 
generation, they are highly influenced by market ideology. Thus, the life situations 
and the cultural form of this group of students can provide insight for the future 
development of China. 
8.2 The Dimension of Individualization and its Implication 
8.2.1 Physical Individualization 
In this part, a general life situation in current China will be figured out from the 
data. It is no doubt that students are facing an individualized life situation. The 
individualization is carried out in different dimensions. Physically, is the individual 
mobility which is facilitated by labour market. In order to obtain better opportunities, 
students will choose to work in a city. Many of them need to separate physically of 
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their family. The geographical separation creates the individualized life situations as 
a result. It also weakens the ties and control from family. Autonomy and personal 
space are enhanced in consequences. Like Ping, although her family has great 
influence on her, she can obtain some space to attain her autonomy(for example, 
moving to Xia Du secretly) as her father cannot exercise a close supervision on her. 
In addition, the commodity market helps to facilitate individualism by promoting 
individuality and freedom. Individuals can satisfy their needs in commodity market, 
which consequently, increases the independency of individual. The community life in 
Xia Du is the typical case of their life when they choose to work in a city. The social 
relationship is impersonal and functional. The heterogeneity of population created by 
the flowing population also contributes to this situation, as trust is hard to establish if 
the backgrounds of the people are so different. 
8.2.2 The Individualization of Morality 
Besides, from the data, we know that there is no common value shared by the 
public. This is due to the conflicting nature of the traditional values and market 
values under modernization. The demarcation between right and wrong is blurred 
nowadays. This diversity of value system helps to facilitate the individualization 
process by requiring individual judgment on social actions. No one can tell you what 
is proper or improper, what you should do or should not do. The tension generated by 
the students in type two helps to reflect the dynamic process of traditional values and 
market values. Factors leading to the different degree of articulation of traditional 
values and market values are complicated. This may relate to the different 
socialization processes which are generated by different class, family background, 
gender, and life experience This research is not attempted to deal with all these 
problems, but what I want to pinpoint here is the significance of this plurality in 
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value system. Lack of universal and common values shared among public will result 
in the failure of the establishment of institution which can help to protect the public 
interest and enhance the social order of a society. For example, under the issue of 
Men Han Full Banquet, it shows that a clear and a universal attitude toward the 
degree of market development and the consumption pattern are absent. As a result, 
the plurality of values fails to provide a solid foundation in establishing institutions 
in order to guide and to constraint individual behavior in the market. 
8.2.3 The Individualization of Social Responsibility 
The third dimension of individualization is the individualization of social 
responsibility. It can draw from the data that students had the feeling of heavy 
responsibility nowadays. They have to hunt jobs on their own and they need to gain a 
living through their own efforts. To be successful or not is largely depended on their 
talents. Moreover, students hold that they have the responsibility to take care of their 
family members in the future. Most of the students feel pressure as they realized that 
their responsibility is huge. This individualization comes together with the increase 
in freedom produced by market. Uncertainty is generated as a result. One of the 
reasons for the individualization of social responsibility is the lack of social 
institution to safeguard their living under the market situations which are 
characterized by uncertainty and impersonality. Thus, students need to depend 
largely on themselves to make a living. This situation reinforces the importance of 
money in their eyes. Students understand clearly that under this market situation, 
money is the most certain means to guarantee their life and safeguard their stability. 
Money can fulfill their needs (like buying house, marriage and formulate family 
which are the life goals of the students). So, they need to engage actively in the 
labour market in order to be successful, so that they have the ability to consume in 
commodity market. 
152 
8.2.4 The Three Dimensions 
It is argued that the three dimensions of individualization are interrelated. They 
affect and reinforce each other under the market force. Market brings along 
institutionalized individualism to China in economic sphere and promotes individual 
mobility and the expression of individuality. Through engaging actively in the labour 
and commodity market, market values are strengthened in the mind of the university 
students. The individualization process is led by market, which presupposes 
individualism at the institutional level. But at the cultural level, the tensions between 
traditional values and market values still exist. A specific form of individualism will 
be generated in China as the result of the marketization. We propose the cultural 
forms of the students as single-minded individualism and dynamic individualism. 
Students who acquire single-minded individualism are highly influenced by market 
values. They are the group of the students which occupy a frontier position along the 
continuum. Students who are characterized as dynamic individualism still practice 
the traditional values in different degrees. Traditional values of yi, the virtue of 
moderate needs and the ideal of equalitarianism still occupy a position in their frame 
of reference which serves as a guiding principle for their behaviors. It is argued that 
these two manifestation forms of individualism are specifically generated under the 
Chinese modernization context. 
Although the two types of students vary in degrees in terms of the articulation 
of traditional and market values, one core feature they share is the individualistic 
orientation of their value system. They value individual freedom, autonomy and 
privacy. The basic unit of action and their fame of reference are individual based. 
That means individual is the basic stance for all considerations. They concern 
individual interest and needs merely in the public world in which commitment and 
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scarification for the well being of collective are no longer emphasized. A distinctive 
difference between this form of individualism and the western form of individualism 
is its less emphasis on a universal belief system toward human right which is gloried 
in the west, according to Lukes (Luke 1973). The cultural form of the Chinese 
students does not have a clear idea about the distinction between the power of the 
state and the individual right. This is one of the reasons that explains the lack of a 
strong sense in organizing actions at the collective level to safeguard their rights 
through the establishment of institution. 
The introduction of market weakens the traditional values in two dimensions. 
Institutionally, it creates physical mobility and geographically separation of 
individual and family. The weakening of family ties contributes to the weakening of 
traditional values in controlling individual behavior. The heterogeneity of population 
in a city which is created by urbanization makes the establishment of trust become 
more difficult. The lack of common base for communication also helps to foster 
individualism as individuals become separated and isolated. At a cultural level, the 
market ideology, which emphasizes self-development and individuality, promotes 
individualism as well. The twin effects help to blur the importance of traditional 
values and results in the plurality in value system. One of the direct consequences is 
the difficulty in establishing social institutions which requires the common consensus 
among the public. Unlike the western society which regard individualism as a social 
institution in binding individual together and constraining individual behavior under 
the secular religion of humanity (Durkheim 1969), there is no consensus toward 
market values and individualism in Chinese society. Morality is reduced to the 
individual level. The implication of the absence of social institution to safeguard 
individual interest is the retreat of individual from the public sphere. The community 
life in Xia Du is the typical consequence. People begin to engage more actively in 
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market as they believe that money can provide them with the feeling of security. 
Although market values are dominating, it is found that stability and filial piety are 
still treasured among students. This emphasis will further push individual to the 
market as the responsibility of one own life has shifted to individual shoulder. The 
individualization of social responsibility creates pressure to the students. In facing 
the pressure, students apply market logic to justify the existence of pressure. They 
regard that it is necessary to encounter this pressure, as pressure is the by-product of 
the increase of freedom. They appreciate market for bringing freedom to them, 
although they need to bear uncertainty in return. This uncertain life situation will 
generate tension with stability, which is highly emphasized in traditional value. If 
there is a struggle between stability and freedom, students will choose freedom and 
accept uncertainty. Under this situation, uncertainty becomes a catalyst of their active 
involvement in market. If the individual wants to have a better and stable life in the 
future, he/she has to engage actively, even though he/she may not feel uncomfortable 
with the operation of market which emphasize competition and impersonality. The 
fact is that, once they participate in market, institutionalized individualism is further 
reinforced. Thus, this individualization process will further threaten the traditional 
values both institutionally and culturally. It is argued that the above life situations 
will be the fate of Chinese modernization. 
8.3 Market and Extreme Individualism 
Institutionalized individualism according to beck is no longer based on the 
liberal tradition, but it is an individualized process facilitated by market. The market 
force will generate extreme individualism and this is the social problem of the 
western society. Although it is still early to say that China is facing the same problem, 
the fijrther expansion of market will foster the individualization process. This will 
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weaken the traditional values and facilitate utilitarian individualism. Students may 
not feel easy for the highly individualized life situations. Pressure and Loneliness are 
the common feelings shared by some students. Students have found that even their 
family members cannot understand their feelings and viewpoints completely. The 
emphasis on individual feeling and the weakening of social ties creates the feeling of 
loneliness. For the students, it seems that there is no way out to deal with this lonely 
feeling. They tend to accept and adapt to the individualized situation. Some students 
even said that they do not need anybody to understand them so thoroughly. The 
mentality of isolation is a tendency to push society under the shadow of extreme 
individualism. 
8.4 The Myth of Market 
Although market has a liberating dimension, it has a re-embedding orientation. 
According to Beck, the development of late-modernity will free individual from the 
ties of traditional values, family and community, but it also requires new dependency 
for the individual. Individual now depends on social institution. Market force 
requires individual to engage actively in the market in order to gain resources and to 
be successful. Thus, he argues that individual autonomy is even less possible than 
before. The myth of the market is that it operates in the name of freedom, autonomy 
and liberation, but in reality, the operation of market harms individual freedom and 
autonomy as individual is embedded inside the market no matter he is willing or not 
(Beck 2002). In the early development of modernization, Weber had foreseen the fate 
of modernization and was pessimistic about it. He pointed out that modernization 
produces individualism but it also destroyed it. Icon cage was the life situation a 
modern man would face (Abercrombie 1986: 16-20). 
Students do not take a critical perspective in debunking the myth of market. 
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Rather, they appreciate market as it provides them with freedom and opportunities. 
They also regarded market as a necessary means to reform China. Moreover, they 
welcome the choices and alternatives provided by the commodity market. For the 
defects which have been brought by market (such as inequality, impersonal and 
calculative relationship etc), some students justify it and regard that it is a necessary 
stage of reform. They even say that this can help to speed up the modernization 
process as the defect of the market will provide motivation, so that people will work 
hard for the upward mobility. The competitive environment is the strength of market 
although it results in the impersonality and calculative social relationship. Some 
students do not fijlly articulate market values. In the tension between profit and yi, 
they will choose yi and give up their self-interest. Also, they still treasure some 
traditional values, such as consideration of others and the well being of the collective. 
But these morality and moral judgment are emphasized at the individual level. It 
means they regard that morality as a personal quality. They demand for the 
articulation of moral values at the individual level, instead of criticizing the 
phenomenon at the institutional level. The social problems are reduced to the 
individual level, without the consciousness to realize that it is the institutions behind 
which affect and govern the individual behaviour. 
Students recognize the market ideology and regard that market can bring about 
freedom. Throughout the interview, no one claims that market would weaken their 
freedom and autonomy except Ping. Ping disagreed that had been freedom is 
increased nowadays]�. Rather, she took an opposite stance. She drew this conclusion 
from her personal experiences. She found that market reform made people had 
nothing in mind but money. So, under the pressure of her father, she had to work in a 
For the question, please refer to the question number four in the general question part in Appendix 
III. 
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medical company after graduation. But personally, she just wanted to return home 
and lead a simple life. She missed the day in rural village when she was a child 
because life was simple but had freedom. Also, she did not need to worry too much. 
But now, she cannot fulfill her aspiration due to the market reform. This story helps 
to illustrate the re-embedding dimension of market. Though Ping feels that freedom 
is weakened nowadays from her personal experiences, she does not demystify the 
operation of market. Although she is not willing to engage in, she is doomed to the 
market environment. Living under pressure and struggles seems the common life 
situations this type of people would face. 
8.5 Rethinking the Importance of Traditional Value 
Individualization acts like an unavoidable force in the modernization process. 
Living in the highly individualized world is the common situations people will 
encounter in the late-modernity. Still, it is too early to say that China has entered the 
late-modernity phase. From the analysis, although we know the trend that China is 
moving forward to the individualization route, while utilitarian individualism has 
appeared in some of the students, traditional values persist to certain extent. Dynamic 
individualism provides a significant implication for the dynamic process between 
market values and traditional values. Market values and traditional values are 
conflicting to each other ideologically, but it is found that the relationship between 
market values and traditional values is not a zero-sum relationship that no space for 
negotiation between the two can be found. Rather, from the data, we know that 
students can negotiate and strive a balance between the traditional values and market 
values when facing the dilemma. Their attempts to negotiate are significant. 
Traditional values can constraint the utilitarian behavior and prevent extreme 
individualism. Also, the emphasize on yi and harmonious relationship can also serve 
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as a buffer in this highly individualized world by preventing individuals from 
becoming totally isolated and suffering from the sense of loneliness. It also functions 
at cultural level to maintain the social order of the differentiated society. It is 
significant to find out that this group of students still keep the traditional values in 
their value system. As they are regarded as the pioneers among the generation, the 
persistence of traditional values of this group of students provide strong evidence 
that traditional values are still important among the general population. 
Confucianism emphasizes the initiative of individual conformity to Confucian values 
(Zhang 2000: 250). Social norm is not enforced by law but through socialization. 
From the data, it is found that students have internalized the traditional values such 
as yi and filial piety. Throughout the discourse, they focus on the conscience when 
they need to decide and take action. Even the most individualistic person still finds 
family important and they regard that it is their responsibility to take care of the 
family. If they fail to do so, they will be blamed by their conscience. Traditional 
values are still functioning as a buffer to the highly individualized world. But its 
importance is weakening in current China because of the influx of market ideology. 
Although scholars begin to call for the re-emphasis on Confucianism in the 
modernized environment, there is no consensus on the degree of importance of 
Confucianism. In addition, the extents that Confucianism needed to re-emphasize in 
the modern era remain a question. The confusion of traditional values together with 
the expansion on market ideology further weakens the traditional values. No 
complete institutional design for socializing the morality of the youth through 
Confijcianism can be found yet and at the same time, market values become more 
dominating in the mentality of Chinese. Thus, more discussions are needed to 
explore the invocation of traditional values so that it can be used to prevent China 
from tasting the negative side of modernization. 
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8.6 The Chinese Modernity 
In fact, attention on the role of cultural tradition in formulating the Chinese 
modernity is drawn in contemporary intellectual. Modernization may not simply 
imply copying from the western society. One must admit that western modernity has 
some universal elements such as science and technology. But this does not imply that 
there is a universal cultural form of modernity. Rather, the modernization route of the 
East Asia provides a clue for understanding the modernity theory (King 2002: 
10-13). Peter Berger argues for the alternative of modernity as a 'non-individualist 
version of capitalism' in his study in East Asia. It shows that the cultural tradition 
has its fimction in modernization. In addition, cultural tradition is an important 
element for the development of Chinese modernity. As King proposes, "In this 
respect, some of the resources for the construction of Chinese modernity should and 
must come from the cultural tradition of China as a high civilization of the “axial 
age". China surely needs a modernized new civilization, but what form such a 
civilization will take remains the question". Based on this theoretical concern, this 
study can provide empirical data in understanding the cultural form of China, and 
offer a clue to analyze the form of Chinese modernity. From the data, it is found that 
individualism is the dominating mentality of the students. Thus, this research 
proposes that rather than manifesting a non-individualistic version of capitalism, the 
cultural form of this group of student reveals an individualistic orientation in their 
framework, but the manifestation forms are varied in facing the struggle of 
traditional values and market values. Since my study is to focus on a group of 
university students, it cannot generalize its cultural form to the whole population. But 
it is still significant in examining the cultural form of the group which is regarded as 
taking a pioneer role in Chinese modernization. This groups of people who are 
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highly influenced by market values, will serve as a significant reference in viewing 
the tension between market values and traditional values. This is especially crucial in 
formulating the distinctive form of modernity in China. Still, the modernity project is 
complicated and on going. The study can provide a clue for the exploration of the 
elements of modernity. However, it is too far to draw a conclusion concerning the 
form of Chinese modernity at this moment. Further investigations and studies are 
needed in order to develop the study of Chinese modernity and also the theory of 
modernity. 
8.7 Research Limitations 
There are several limitations in my research. Firstly, since the purpose of my 
study is to illustrate the cultural form of individualism among a group of university 
students, I only focus on how market influences the mentality of the students, 
without controlling the other factors such as family background, geographically area, 
gender etc which are also significant in affecting their values. The research does not 
attempt to explain the reason for the different manifestations of individualism among 
the group of the students. Why do they articulate different degrees of traditional 
values and market values in facing a similar marketized social situation? What is the 
institution behind that makes a difference in their mentality? Further studies are 
required to offer a comprehensive answers to these questions. 
Methodologically, there are several limitations regarding the case selection and 
the data collection process. Students who have moved out in search for freedom and 
autonomy can reflect their liberating spirits at the behaviour level. Moreover, as a 
potential labour force and as active labourers in part-time job market, they are 
assumed to have close connection with market. The cultural form of this group of 
students is thus assumed to be significant in providing a clue for the discussion of 
Chinese individualism. Indeed, the selection of case has a limitation. It is more 
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comprehensive if this research can also select a group of working middle class who 
live in the same community as my subject matter. Compared with the university 
students, they engage more actively in both the labour and commodity market. So, 
this group of people should be the best illustration of how market influences the 
cultural orientation of Chinese. Nevertheless, due to the limitation in resources and 
networks, I can only get the connections with the university students. 
Since my informants are students, their living in Xia Du Village is thus 
temporary. Although their community life can provide some references for their 
mentality in public life, it cannot be regarded as a direct reflection on their 
community life. As they generally regard Xia Du Village as a temporary living space, 
it will affect their interaction in the community. However, the life in Xia Du village is 
still significant. As market further expands, flexibility and mobility will become 
more emphasized by market, so the residential life of the students will become 
temporary and flexible. They may not stay in a place for a very long time. Besides, 
the heterogeneous population of Xia Du Village is also a characteristic of a city. Thus, 
in this sense, the case can still provide useful references for their life in the public 
world. 
Concerning the cultural form of the students, two ideal types can be formulated 
from the data. It is believed that in real situation, many cases will not fully fulfill the 
elements of the two ideal types. The value systems of the students are more 
complicated and can hardly be divided into two distinct parts sharply. Since this is a 
qualitative research, it thus fails to provide a distribution of the student's cultural 
orientation. In other words, information like the percentages or the number of 
students who belong to the two types of students cannot be provided from this 
research. Quantitative research is required to offer a general picture of the value 
distribution of the students. 
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In addition, there is a limitation concerning the research design. In this research, 
their mentality toward different aspects of life can just be asked through interview, 
participated observation is less likely to be conducted. So, the data is mainly rooted 
in interview. The limitation is that relying mainly on interview may not enough to 
understand their real attitudes and behaviour. 
Since this research focuses on how market affects the cultural orientation of the 
university students, other institution such as welfare system which is also an 
important variable in influencing people's mentality and behaviour is not discussed 
in the thesis. So, focusing only on market cannot examine the full picture. This 
research chooses university students as the subject matter in which they are regarded 
as an advantage group in terms of the competitiveness and mobility in market. Their 
cultural orientation cannot be generalized to the groups which are less advantages in 
market such as min gong. 
8.8 Summary 
All in all, although there are some limitations concerning the research, as an 
exploratory study, it provides a sketch of the cultural form of a group of university 
students which are assumed to be the pioneers among the generation. It is argued that 
the emergence of market foster individualization force culturally and institutionally. 
This marketized social settings influence the mentality of students. They hold an 
individualistic orientation as they emphasize freedom, autonomy and privacy. This 
group of students is individualistic in public domain. In spite of this, they maintain 
the traditional values of simplicity and equalitarian and treasure the traditional values 
of filial piety and stability. Still, the variation of attitudes can be found among this 
group of students. Dynamic individualism and single-minded individualism are 
proposed in this research as two ideal types to characterize the cultural form of my 
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subject matter. Apart from that, the data reveals the life situations of the students. 
Individualization is carried out in three dimension, namely the individualization at 
the physical level, the individualization of social responsibly and morality. These 
three dimensions are inter-related and they reinforce each other. This individualized 
life situation contributes to the manifestation of the form of individualism of my 
subject matter. It is proposed that the cultural form of my subject matter is the 
specific product under Chinese modernization. Understanding their forms of 
individualism provide a clue to view the position of traditional values and family in 
contemporary China. Thus, it is significant in previewing the future development of 
China. The last but not the least, this research also contributes to the study of Chinese 
modernity. 
Conclusion will be made by reviewing back the two books which inspired me to 
the study of Chinese individualism. "Human! Human!" revealed the liberation spirit 
at the ideology level in which institutionalized individualism was not yet developed. 
Market was intorduced in the setting of "Shanghai Baby", where institutionalized 
individualism (mainly in market dimension) was established. The main characters of 
the book revealed the characteristic of 'single-minded individualism' as they were 
market-oriented and identified themselves as 'new human' which were different from 
the older generation. They gave up traditional values and searched for individuality 
through labour and consumer market. However, from my research, it is found that in 
real situation, students still uphold traditional values and will apply different 
strategies to solve or soften the tensions between market and traditional values. Still, 
modernization is on-going while value is never static. Thus, examining the value 
system of the young generation will be a long academic journey. 
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Appendix I 
Photos of the Xia Du Village 
1. The Environment of Xia Du Village 
The outlook of Xia Du Village as viewed from Sun Yat-Sen University. 
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Alley in Xia Du 
The main street in the community. 
• B H H L K 
167 
•••••••••III i i i i i i I I MillI " — " • " " • I l u i a i i i i i y t " ^ ' " ^ 
Roads are muddy especially in rainy day. 
2. Community Life 
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Selling pirate VCD on the street is common. 
Restaurant in Xia Du, 
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These counters open until mid-night everyday. 
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No Name Sex Programme Year Major Origin Remarks 
1. Cheung M Undergraduate 4 Sociology Guangdong 
(Shantou) 
2. Fai M Undergraduate 3 Computer Guangdong 
Sciences (Zhanjiang) 
3. George M Undergraduate 3 Computer Guangdong 
Sciences 
4. Paul M Undergraduate 4 Laws Jiangso 
5. Li M Undergraduate 3 Laws Sichuan 
6. Ping F Undergraduate 3 Medicine Jiangxi 
7. Cheng M Undergraduate 4 Laws Guangdong 
(Huizhou) 
8. Kong M Undergraduate 3 Politics Shanxi 
9. Ming M Undergraduate 4 Laws Jiangxi 
10. Kwan M Diploma 1 Computer Guangdong 
Sciences (Huizhou) 
11. Ying F Undergraduate 3 Information Guangdong 
Management (Zhanjiang) 
12. Sing M Undergraduate 4 Computer Chonghua 
13. Jack M Undergraduate 2 Chemistry Guangdong 
(Shantou) 
14. Tsang M Diploma 2 Management Jiangxi 
15. Liu M Diploma 2 Management Guangdong 
(Qingyuan) 
16. Leung M Undergraduate 2 Compute Guangdong 
Sciences 
17. Chi M Diploma 2 Laws Guangdong 




I . I I |(人民大學） 
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19 Wah M Postgraduate 1 Computer Shanxi 
Sciences 




21 Yu M Graduated International Kunming Now working 
Economy in a 
and Trade commercial 
company 
22 Partick M Undergraduate 2 Sociology Guangdong 
24 Fang F Postgraduate 1 Sociology Hunan 
25. Yiu M Postgraduate 2 Sociology Jianxi 
26. Ling F Diploma 2 English Anhui 







When did you move out to Xia Du Village? 
2.和誰一起住？ 
Do you live alone, or live with others? 
3.爲什麼要搬出來住？ 
Why did you move out? 
4.你多唔多留在下渡？（自己房間？其他地方？)會做什麼？ 
How often you will stay in Xia Du (your own room? Other places?) What will 
you do there? 
5.有些什麼是你在宿舍滿足不到，而在下渡可以滿足得到的呢(好處)？ 
What is the thing that you can get in Xia Du which you can't get in your dorm? 
6.你覺得住在下渡有什麼地方不如宿舍呢？ 
In what way do you think living in Xia Du is not as good as in your dorm? 
7.對於下渡，你有什麼不滿意的地方呢？有無試過去改善？例如，投訴，聯合 
其他人一起？ 
Do you have any discontent concerning Xia Du? Have you tried to improve it? 
E.g. Have you complained, or have you invited others to do something to change 
it? 
8.如下渡改善了你所說的問題，你畢業後會否選擇住在下渡？ 
If the problems which you discussed above are solved, will you choose to stay in 
Xia Du after your graduation? 
9.你認唔識你的鄰居？有無接觸過？有無主動認識他們？ 
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Do you know your neighbour? Have you got any contact with them? Have you 
ever taken the imitative to communicate with them? 
10.你覺得這裏的人値得信任嗎？ 
Do you think people in Xia Du trustable ？ 
11.假設你食飯忘記帶錢，你猜可否問鄰桌的人借錢？(如果你告訴他知在這裏 
住呢?） 
Suppose that you forget to bring money when you hang out in a restaurant, can 
you guess if you can borrow some money from the people who sit next to you? 
(How about if you tell them you are living there?) 
12.難忘的經驗？ 
Do you have any unforgettable experience? 
13.下渡有什麼地方値得你留戀(歸屬感?） 
Is there any thing in Xia Du that you will treasure as you leave it? Do you have 
the sense of belonging when you live in Xia Dul 
工作(Work) 
1.請問你畢業後打算做什麼工作？爲什麼？ 
What will you plan to do after your graduation? Why ？ 
2.有沒有做過兼職？做什麼兼職？ 
Have you ever got a part-time job? What is it? 
3.兼職有什麼特別的體會和經驗？對你有什麼影響？ 
Do you have any special feeling and experience when you worked in a part-time 
job? How did it affect you? 
4.賺來的錢會怎樣用？夠用嗎？ 
How will you make use of the money earned from the part-time job? Is it enough 
for your daily expense? 





Some people said that stability is the advantage of working in a government 
sector. Besides, it can provide more welfare benefits. But still, some people think 
that working in private enterprise is better as it has more opportunities for 
development, even though the income is unstable and you may be fired anytime. 
Compared with the government sector, private enterprise offer less welfare 






Some jobs need mobility. You may be sent to different provinces, or you need to 
stay overseas. The advantage of these kinds of work is that you can enrich your 
experiences and this is good for your fiiture career development. However, these 
kinds of work may have great influences on your family and your relationship 
with your boy/girlfriend, (since you can't take them with you). Will you choose 








Now, there are two companies. The first one highly emphasizes competition. For 
example, everyone will be set a sales quota. If your sales amount is higher than 
the quota, you will be rewarded. Under this circumstance, your colleagues are 
your competitors. The other company, on the contrary, stresses the importance of 
teamwork in attaining goal. It will not count each individual's sale amount, but 
consider the whole amount only. If the teams perform well, the whole team will 
be rewarded. Individual effort and ability will not be taken into account. The 
relationship of the colleagues in this company is thus better than the former one. 






Suppose a situation like this: there is a manger who appreciates you and treats 
you well and he offered you the first job. His company needs you very much and 
it will suffer from a great loss if you leave. But now, there is another company 
offering you another job with a very good prospect. This job probably will lead 
you to a breakthrough in your career. What will you choose? 





Somebody think that the unemployment rate will decrease if job is assigned by 
the state. This strategy can also count in the demand of the development of the 
whole country. But other people think that it brings more freedom and flexibility 
to find a job by oneself in spite of the fact that some people may fail to find a job. 
Anyway, it is reasonable for market to assign jobs according to the talent of the 
people. Which opinion do you agree with? 
愛情(Love ) 





Assume that after being busy for a week, you and your boy/girl friend finally can 
have a day off. You want to do your own stuff (e.g. playing sport, computer 
game/shopping/go out to play with friends), but your boy/girlfriend is not 
interested in what you want to do. He/she hopes that you can accompany him/her 







Will you accept if your girl/boyfriend (1) want to see your wallet (2) to help you 
to listen to the mobile phone (3) to see your bank account/monthly expenses list 
(4) to read your diary? If he/she insists to do so because he/she thinks that there 
should be no secret between two people, will you let him/her to do so? 
理想(Personal Aspiration and Love) 
3.假設你現在有一個好寶貴的機會(一生人得一次)去實踐你的理想(如出國讀 
書)，但你的男/女朋友反對，那麼你會選擇追求理想，或放棄你的理想？ 
Assumed that you have a very valuable chance now (one-life chance) to attain 
your dream (e.g. study oversea), but your boy/girlfriend opposes, will you still 




Do you think that it is difficult to confirm that you will committed your whole 





Somebody said that, "It is out-dated to say that two people can only have sexual 
relationship after marriage. In nowadays society, pre-martial sex is actually very 
common, and there is nothing wrong for that". Do you concur with this idea? 
家庭(Family) 
1.家庭背景（獨生？多少兄弟姊妹?，父母有否工作?） 
Family Background (single-child? Any sibling? Do you parent work?) 
2.怎樣形容你和家人的關係？ 
How do you describe the relationship between you and your family? 
3.家庭關係（會否聊天？會否給你生活費？學費?） 
Family relationship. (Will you talk to your family member? Will they support 




Family expectation. (Will your family have high expectation on you? Will they 
give you advices? If there is a conflict between family expectation and your own 
decision, will your family support/ oppose your choice?) 
政治(Politic) 




Somebody say that the expansion of state power will damage individual right. 
However, somebody think that if the power of the state is too weak, the state will 
encounter many obstacles in policy implementation. Then, it is difficult to 
promote the social development, and the individual right cannot be protected 





Some people think that a citizen should concern our country and participate 
actively in public affairs. However, some people think that if every one handles 
well he/her own affairs, they can be considered as having fulfilled the 
responsibility of a citizen. Which sides you tend to agree with? 




If the state demands people to sacrifice many things (e.g. the state plan to 
construct a large project, this generation is responsible for building, while the 
outcome will be enjoyed by the next generation, so, this generation will need to 
pay much, e.g. they may need to suffer from poverty) for the well being of the 









Some people said before the reform, there was no that much commodities. The 
life of a university student was very simple. For example, all of the students wore 
the same style of clothing. They will not dress up themselves. However, the 
establishment of market offers more choices by providing many commodities. 
Individuality can be expressed through the purchasing of commodities. But at the 
same time, the commodity market will create pressure of purchasing famous 






Recently, a group of merchants spent three hundred and sixty thousand on enjoy 
a meal of Menhan quart xi. This incident was reported by the mass media and 
resulted in many discussions. Some people criticize the merchant's act, they think 
that it is too luxurious and wasteful to spend so much money on one meal. But 
some people support the merchants; they don't think they have done something 
wrong as they have the freedom to consume. The restaurant also encountered 




People nowadays have more freedom, they need to depend on themselves to lead 
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their own life. The others can only give you advice, they cannot help to you to 
make the final decision, and also you have to bear the consequences of your 




Somebody said: "You have to walk your own road. Sometimes even the most 
intimate person can't understand you totally". So, life is lonely". Do you agree? 
6.你覺得現在的社會重視個人主義嗎？你覺得如何？是好是壞？ 
Do you think people emphasize individualism nowadays? What do you think of it? 
Is it good or bad? 
7. 如有機會的話，會考慮移民嗎？ 
If you have the opportunity, will you consider immigration? 
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